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Creative Commons  

Some Wrongs 
Reversed

by TOPH TUCKER ‘08

Here’s something you may 
not know: every piece of 

work produced is automati-
cally protected by full copyright 
law. Every piece, including this 
newspaper—until now.

With the rise of modern com-
puters and the internet, so too 
has the world seen a boom in 
sharing, collaboration, remix-
ing… and copyright infringe-
ment. Every Beaver student has 
probably gotten the plagiarism 
talk at least half a dozen times, 
and we all know how Google 
and the web make it more 
tempting than ever to just copy 
and paste whole chunks of work 
done by other people. And we 
know how that’s wrong. And it 
is.

But life is not a history paper. 
When you’re talking, not about 
the serious study of the rise and 
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Faculty Spotlight

Mr. Campanale

by GABBY GUTMAN ‘08

Mr. Camp is an absolutely 
amazing teacher. Every 

day during the first and sec-
ond terms I looked forward to 
his class. I always knew that it 
would lift my spirits if I had 
a bad day or create a memory 
that would last me a lifetime. 
When a test or quiz came up, 
I would never panic, but rather, 
I would be excited. Mr. 
Camp’s tests and 
quizzes were al-
ways fun to 
take whether 
he had us re-
late baseball 
positions to 
vocabulary 
words or 
draw Oedi-
pus Rex solving 
the riddle of the 
Sphinx. This Eng-
lish class has shown me 
that learning can be fun, even 
if I am learning something that  
seems mundane, like Sophocles 
or grammar. Mr. Camp is one 
of the best teachers I have ever 
had, and I learned a lot more 
about him through this inter-
view.

Q: Where did you grow up?
A: I grew up in Arlington, MA. 
I have an older brother and an 
older sister, so that makes me 
the baby of the family. We had 
no pets at all growing up, be-
cause my mom didn’t like them. 
Now I have two dogs, two cats, 
two birds, and I support all ani-
mal rights.

Q: Where is your favorite place 

in the world to be?
A: My favorite places to be are 
at home with my family, in the 
classroom teaching, or on a 
football field coaching.

Q: What is your single biggest 
pet peeve?
A: I hate it when people litter 
their cigarette butts; it’s annoy-
ing and I don’t get it. I also don’t 
like having to deal with my own 
OCDs. I need to have my right 
foot in front of my left when I 
am standing still or tying my 
shoes. Also, almost everything I 
do is based on a number system 

even though I am a word 
kind of guy. I have 

an obsession with 
needing Neu-
trogena hand 
cream. My 
whole life is 
governed by 
OCDs that 
others may 

not notice, but 
that affect me 

constantly.

Q: What is your favorite and 
least favorite movie?
A: My favorite movies are: Good 
Will Hunting, Pulp Fiction, 
Jindabyne, Memento, and Fargo. 
I only want to see a movie if it’s 
going to change my life or leave 
me thinking; a movie that didn’t 
do that is Smooth Talk, which 
was a waste of two hours.

Q: Do you have any TV show 
addictions?
A: I love Lost, American Idol, 
Seinfeld, sports, news; those are 
like my OCDs—I love them 
and could watch them all the 
time. My son was laughing 
‘cause I was watching an epi-
sode of Seinfeld, and when he 
saw me laugh he did the same. 
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ELECTIONS ‘08

Turn to page 5 for 
election coverage, 
results & quotes!

Editors’ Note

Final Words

by DANIEL KATZ ’08  
and JESSICA PENZIAS ‘08

A few weeks ago, the senior 
class bid adieu to Beaver’s stu-
dent body with one final cer-
emony: Senior Send-off. Still 
recovering from a sacred term 
of slumping, each senior stood 
in front of Bradley Hall and 
bestowed the school with his or 
her concluding words of wis-
dom. Teachers cringed as stu-
dents shared fond memories of 
a certain Russian math teacher 
and proceeded to “Rickroll” the 
school by blasting Rick Astley’s 
“Never Gonna Give You Up.” 
Of course, administrators dis-
played discomfort with the 
class’ lack of professionalism, 
but in a way, it was a comfort-
ing experience.  Senior Send-off 
was yet another example of the 
relaxed culture and community 
at Beaver. For us, the event sig-
nified the aspects of Beaver that 
have defined our past four years. 

The administration may have 
had a reason to squirm during 

our final farewell, but the at-
titude we expressed was com-
pletely in line with the charac-
teristic we are most proud of at 
Beaver. While the freedom we 
are given here at Beaver may be 
viewed warily sometimes, the 
community should not have the 
responsibility of censoring its 
students.  Rather, Beaver stu-
dents must seize their freedom 
and utilize it in a positive man-
ner.  The relaxed atmosphere 
at Beaver sometimes permits 
inappropriate behavior, but 
the same loose environment 
induces student projects and 
free-opinion. This rare Bea-
ver characteristic allowed the 
seniors to get up on stage and 
confidently defy expected eti-
quette. While we appreciate a 
good “Rickroll,” we also admire 
the same freedom expressed 
through bold thought. Here at 
Beaver, students are eager and, 
most importantly, able to ex-
press themselves in either way.

As the seniors stood in front 
of Bradley Hall for the last 
time during send-off, we recog-
nized that we are scared to leave 
Beaver. We are coming from a 
community that cares about 
what we think and say. When 
we complain, the administra-
tion listens. When we succeed 
or take a risk, we are rewarded 
with recognition and a pat on 
the back (or a wink from Mr. 
Hutton). When we slip, the 
protective net of our school 
helps us to painlessly rebound. 
The real world is nowhere as 
forgiving or supportive. After 
so long in our Beaver bubble, 
the next step is steep. The key is 
to take the skills we developed 
from our Beaver community 
and apply them in the future. 
And, in our last address to the 
Beaver community, it seems ap-
propriate that all we could say 
is, “never gonna give you up.” b
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Contribute to the 
newspaper!

Email Dan Katz ‘08, Jes-
sica Penzias ‘08 or Chris-
topher Tucker ‘08. We are 
looking for a dedicated new 
batch of students to fill the 
power vacuum next year and 
push the newspaper to new 
heights. We welcome any 
freelance article submissions. 

Visit the Web Site!
Hundreds of articles, dozens 
of videos, and myriad pho-
tos. Our Twitter feed up-
dates regularly; comment on 
all these articles and more!
http://newspaper.bcdschool.org/

the hole that the controversy 
had created. Later, he delivered 
a speech devoted to the topic of 
race in America. Groundbreak-
ing for a politician, sure, but 
not the politically sound thing 
to do. While clearly not a posi-
tive tactic, it is nevertheless true 
that (to avoid losing votes) can-
didates must avoid any and all 
controversial issues. Obama was 
lucky his speech on race went 
over well. In making his recent 
comments that Americans cling 
to guns and religion, though, 
he was not so lucky. It may 
have been his honest opinion, 
but this honesty certainly didn’t 
help his campaign.

Understand that I do not 
think that this idea of a new, 
honest politician who states 
his true beliefs, as opposed to 
merely what is safe, is a bad 
thing. I support Obama, and 
it is for that reason that I want 
him to be more careful, even 
if that means giving up just a 
little of the personality and sin-
cerity that has made him the 
revolutionary candidate he is 
believed to be. If Obama goes 
up against John McCain, he’ll 
need to ease up on his respect-
able act and start trying to win 
voters through the use of means 
that are more standard and less 
sincere. Unfortunate, yes, but 
those tactics are also the only 
ways to stay ahead in a competi-
tive political race for the highest 
office in the world.                b

by MICHAEL FIRER ‘09

Even the most rabid of 
Barack Obama supporters 
(you know who you are) 
would have to admit that, 
recently, the “candidate of 
change” has made a few mis-
takes. The man makes risky 
decisions and hopes that 
people will understand his 
reasoning. Sometimes the 

risk is worth the reward, and 
Obama is praised with the buzz-
words you’ve all heard enough 
times that there is no need for 
me to repeat them. Sometimes, 
though, Obama’s comments and 
actions are seen as the shocking 
follies of an inexperienced and 
naïve candidate who simply 
can’t break free of his ideals. I 
am concentrating on Obama 
and not Hillary Clinton or 
John McCain because the other 
candidates do not have these 
problems. Obama’s attempts 
to break the stereotype of the 
dishonest politician separated 
from the people and using any 
means necessary to win have 
caused unique problems, and 
his directness and sincerity have 
only put him in precarious situ-
ations. While the risks Obama 
takes, such as addressing con-
troversial subjects or not giving 
up parts of himself that are less 
than savory to the American 
public, have frequently received 
a positive response, by acting 
like other politicians, he could 
avoid these risks altogether and 
achieve a more stable and secure 

lead.
Every politician makes mis-

takes, but Barack Obama needs 
to start approaching his own 
like most politicians do. The 
best example of what I mean 
can be seen in Hillary Clinton. 
Clinton had often claimed that 
the plane she was in on a trip to 
Bosnia in 1996 had come un-
der sniper fire, once saying “I 
remember landing under sniper 
fire. There was supposed to be 
some kind of a greeting ceremo-
ny at the airport, but instead we 
just ran with our heads down to 
get into the vehicles to get to our 
base.” Recently, however, it was 
revealed that Clinton’s remarks 
were untrue, and there was 
even video footage that showed 
her walking calmly along the 
tarmac and stopping to kiss a 
young girl. When questioned 
about the issue, Clinton did not 
reaffirm her claims or try to ex-
plain the issue away. Instead, she 
used the classic political tactic 
of shifting blame (she claimed 
she was merely repeating what 
someone told her), avoiding the 
issue (she never did explain why 
she spread the story after step-
ping off the plane and realizing 
that there was blatantly no dan-
ger), and moving on (while it’s 
become a common joke against 
Clinton, note how little time 
the issue spent in the public’s 
eye).

Now take Barack Obama. 
He rarely runs attack ads or 
uses any sort of mudslinging 
on the grounds that they are 

shameful things to do. And 
they are shameful things to do, 
but Obama can’t expect the 
campaign for the most impor-
tant job in America to be civil. 
He’s been lucky that most of 
Clinton’s attacks have backfired 
because if the attacks were more 
effective, Obama would never 
have achieved many of his suc-
cesses. Obama’s sincerity and 
humanness, and the problems 
with the two, were nowhere 
more obvious than in his han-
dling of the Reverend Jeremiah 
Wright controversy. First off, 
those entering the political 
realm are wise to disassociate 
themselves from anything that 
could come back to bite them in 
the future. Obama stayed con-
nected to Wright, the seemingly 
(I only use seemingly because, 
at this point, the man’s true be-
liefs have been muddled beyond 
comprehension) racist anti-
American reverend of a church 
that said Louis Farrakhan “truly 
epitomized greatness.”

When the controversy arose, 
instead of explaining that he 
technically wasn’t associated 
with the church anymore or 
that he should have left it a 
long time ago, he explained that 
Wright had been his friend and 
reverend since childhood, and 
that he himself does not hold 
Wright’s beliefs, but does not 
hate the man. Sure, this was the 
honest, sincere answer, but it 
merely added fire to the contro-
versy. His honesty, unusual for a 
politician, dug him deeper into 

Obama’s Mistakes: The Reverend Wright Controversy

by JAN DEVEREUX

Ed. note: while the content of 
the Beaver Reader has been domi-
nated by high school students, the 
following is a guest editorial by 
Director of Communications and 
parent ’07 Jan Devereux.

Once you turn 18, you be-
come eligible for jury duty. 
Apart from serving in the mili-
tary, jury duty is the most im-
portant civic responsibility a 
U.S. citizen has. Voting is also 
important, but as a juror you 
hold a fellow citizen’s fate in 
your hands. As the judge I sat 
before today described it, jury 
duty is an “awesome” respon-
sibility – that’s awesome in the 
original sense of the word. As 
she reminded us, America is 
one of the few countries in the 
world that entrusts ordinary 
citizens with such an awesome 
power.

Yet most of us are annoyed 
when we are called to report for 
jury duty (it can be as often as 
every three years for a Massa-
chusetts resident). Let’s be hon-

est, there’s never a convenient 
time to wait around a court-
house with a bunch of strangers 
and no cell or 
Internet access. 
They don’t even 
sell coffee in 
the courthouse. 
The majority 
of those sum-
moned spend 
the day wait-
ing without being chosen, and 
go home feeling like the court 
has wasted their time. For the 
self-employed, jury service can 
be a financial hardship, too. 
Like others, I have joked with 
my friends about ways to avoid 
getting picked as a juror: “Just 
say you don’t trust the police, or 
cross your arms and glare at the 
defendant. That’ll get you off 
the hook.” Even without resort-
ing to such tactics, I had never 
been selected for a jury. Until 
today.

And, after today’s experience, 
I will never again joke about 
jury duty. I learned it is no 
laughing matter.

With about 200 other po-

tential jurors, I reported to the 
Middlesex Superior Court in 
Woburn at 8:00 this morning. 
As part of our orientation, we 
watched a video that explained 
courtroom procedure and re-

minded us of our 
duty to remain 
impartial. While 
the video’s cheesy 
production values 
were ripe for an 
ironist’s snickers, 
its solemn message 
was straight out of 
a high school civ-

ics book. Innocent until proven 
guilty. Beyond a reasonable 
doubt. Decide only on the evi-
dence presented. 

After three hours of waiting, 
I was chosen (“impaneled”) 
to sit on the criminal trial of 
a young man accused of two 
counts of illegally possessing a 
firearm. Conviction of a weap-
ons offense would likely mean 
jail time for the defendant. A 
visibly pregnant young woman, 
probably his wife or girlfriend, 
was the lone spectator in the 
courtroom. Our jury’s decision 
would affect not only the defen-
dant, but also his unborn child. 
As I raised my right hand and 
swore to uphold the laws of the 

court, I felt the full weight of 
my awesome responsibility.

I’ll never know whether I was 
selected because the prosecution 
figured that as a well-educated 
professional and a resident of 
the People’s Republic of Cam-
bridge I support the strict en-
forcement of gun laws (I do), or 
whether the defense hoped that 
as a mother I might have a soft 
spot for the clean-cut young 
defendant with a baby on the 
way (I might). I never got the 
chance to prove my impartiality 
because another juror’s careless 
joke got us all dismissed even 
before the opening arguments.

Right after the selection 
process concluded, we jurors 
were escorted to a small wait-
ing room where a uniformed 
court officer explained that 
the trial might last up to three 
days. At that point another ju-
ror blurted out, “It’ll be a short 
trail – he’s guilty. Ha-ha.” The 
rest of us squirmed, stunned at 
his inappropriate “joke.” This 
guy was probably the same fool 
who would joke about having 
a bomb as he went through 
airport security. The court offi-
cer was obligated to report the 
“joke” to the judge and the at-

I felt the full 
weight of my 

awesome  
responsibilty.

torneys, who ultimately decided 
that the joke had prejudiced us 
all, and we could no longer be 
trusted to remain impartial. 
The judge scolded us about dis-
respecting our awesome respon-
sibility and wasting the court’s 
time and our own tax dollars. 
All of us were dismissed, and 
the selection process would start 
over with a fresh group of un-
tainted jurors. The defendant’s 
day in court would drag on a 
few hours longer.

Ironically, being sent home 
midday and excused from jury 
duty for another three years was 
the outcome the joker and most 
others had hoped for. He prob-
ably thought he had done us 
all a favor. Equal parts relieved 
to be sprung by lunchtime and 
disappointed not to be able to 
prove myself a worthy juror, I 
wondered how the joker would 
feel if he ever found himself in 
court, either as a defendant or 
a victim, and heard a juror joke 
about his case. If he keeps jok-
ing around, he won’t have to 
wait long to find out.             b

Jury Duty Is No Joke

See Hillary Run
JARED BELLOT ‘08
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Commons Attribution-Share 
Alike 3.0 United States License. 
Basically, readers are allowed 
to share and remix our work as 
much as they want, just as long 
as they give us credit and don’t 
impose harsher restrictions on 

any work they base on our 
work.

It’s not as if it 
will make a big 
difference; it’s 
not as if any-
one can track 
whether peo-

ple are copying 
our work or giv-

ing us credit anyway. 
So from a reader perspective, 
almost nothing has changed. 
It’s as much a gesture as any-
thing else. We support a culture 
where information flows freely. 
And by ending the back page 
with “Some,” not All, “Rights 
Reserved,” perhaps we have re-
versed some wrongs.              b

continued from page �

Dear Mr. Jeffries:
I am writing to tell you about 

how the sizing of your clothes 
can impact a young woman’s 
body image and how that might 
affect the way in which you 
market and sell merchandise. 
I am a 14-year old girl and a 
freshman in high school. I am 
five foot seven and 
weigh approximately 
123 pounds. I par-
ticipate in two varsity 
teams at school, cross 
country and basket-
ball. I work out a lot, 
take good care of my body; I eat 
right, and care very much about 
the way I look. I know for a fact 
that many girls like me are in-
terested in your merchandise, so 
I hope you will hear what I have 
to say as a customer.

Last weekend I went into one 
of your stores, Hollister Co., in 
Natick, MA, to look for jeans. 
The last time I shopped there 
I bought a pair of corduroys, 
size three. When I walked into 

page 3

Part One

“The harder the conflict, the 
more glorious the triumph.”

–Thomas Paine

My friends, I’m sure I need 
not remind you of the travesty 
that took place recently. A great 
misfortune has befallen us, as 
someone has felt the need to de-
liver a shockingly underhanded 
blow to all that is good and re-
spectable. I speak, of course, of 
the missing vending machine 
that once resided along with its 
brothers in the basement annex 
adjacent to the student lounge. 
This respected member of our 
beloved community had for 
years served up various goods 
to the people, including even, 
at one tumultuous time in its 
life at Beaver, cheese danishes. 
Without ever so much as utter-
ing a single word, this colorful 
dispenser of confectionery de-
lights managed to worm its way 
into our hearts.

However, it would appear that 
the machine had made several 
an enemy, for one seemingly un-
eventful morning, I approached 
the corner in which it normally 
lay, a crisp Mr. Washington in 
my hand, and received a shock 
incomparable to any I had ever 
had. The barren space left by the 
machine was but a mere echo of 
the one in my heart. Nothing 
remained but a large wooden 
board and a stain of question-
able origin.

Naturally, I blame the school. 
It was clear that my compatriots 
have more honor than to com-
mit such a flagrant disregard for 
fundamental human decency, 
but the reason for my accusa-
tion extends beyond that. Let 
us take a look at the hard facts 
that are immediately present. 
Who else would stand to benefit 
from the sudden absence of the 
machine in question, and then 
be willing to move all roughly 

880 pounds of it to achieve said 
absence? The fat cats at the top 
have a known history with this 
sort of thing. Who can forget 
the depraved theft of the fur-
niture from the student lounge 
that sparked a sit-in of epic pro-
portions? Well, needless to say, 
the furniture was returned, and 
although a formal apology was 
not issued and proper repara-
tions were never paid, it was a 
step in the right direction.

The people have been pushed 
aside for too long. We can no 
longer sit by and do nothing as 
the bureaucrats at the top slow-
ly crush us in their ever tighten-
ing grip. The time is now, my 
friends. We must do the only 
sensible thing possible, and take 
up arms against the Goliath 
that is the Beaver Country Day 
School administration. It will be 
a long, bloody fight, and I have 
no doubt that many will be lost 
before any semblance of victory 
is reached, but what great cause 
has ever been achieved without 
sacrifice? Consider this an ulti-
matum, Beaver. Until that ma-
chine is returned and my people 
can again enjoy their Doritos, 
Cheetos, and other assorted 
“eetos” with ease, the onslaught 

will not end.
Oh, wait… hold on. Turns 

out that they’re just replacing 
it with a new one. That makes 
sense, I guess. The old one 
broke a lot. Ooh. Uh… so… 
don’t do all that stuff I said… 
but… uh… never give up the 
endless struggle! The harder the 
conflict, the more glorious the 
triumph! The harder the con-
flict, the more glorious the tri-
umph!

Part Two

“The harderer the conflict, the 
even more glorious-er the  

triumph.”
–Me

For a second I thought I 
could relax. I seemed as though 
the war was over. How quickly I 
had forgotten… it’s never over. 
For those of you out there that 
are in the dark, over a month 
ago the school, that cruel, un-
appeasable tyrant, stole the be-
loved mechanical distributor of 
sugared wonders, the candy ma-
chine, from us with promises of 

a new, improved version. Sure, 
I was doubtful at first. Maybe 
even a whole article’s worth of 
doubtful. Eventually, though, I 
realized that this was an armi-
stice. Instead of a formal treaty, 
the revolution would end with 
the installation of a machine 
that was newer, shinier, and less 
prone to breaking when tack-
led. The warriors on each side, 
battle-weary from the seem-
ingly endless fight, could finally 
lay down their arms and return 
to their previous lives. Oh, how 
naïve I was.

Yes, I will admit it. I was 
taken in by their promises like 
a snake-charmer’s cobra. Daft 
Punk’s “Harder, Better, Faster, 
Stronger” ran through my head 
as I imagined the technological 
marvel that would be the new 
machine. I prepared several 
fresh dollar bills that would be 
the “Neil Armstrongs” in my 
first test of the wonderful box 
that would come to us as if 
from a dream and lace our ar-
teries with sweet, sweet choles-
terol. What a fool I was. I let my 
guard down, and, as a result, we 
must all suffer.

Those of you who give the 

sleek, black device only a pass-
ing glance on the way to and 
from your daily routines may 
not understand my outrage. 
Yes, it’s shiny. Yes, it beeps and 
flashes like a 50’s TV robot. It 
doubtlessly stands head-and-
shoulders above its more mod-
est rivals, the oft overlooked wa-
ter and juice machines. But you 
know something, friends? There 
was once a big wooden horse 
that looked better than all the 
other big wooden animals out 
there, and do you know what it 
did? It slaughtered an entire city 
that had lovingly taken it in as 
its own. At least I think it was 
something like that. Anyway, 
beware this fancy intruder, for 
although it appears to be all that 
the people desire, upon closer 
inspection, the problem is all 
too obvious.

Gone are the Skittles, the 
Doritos, the Twix, and the Pop-
Tarts. In their stead are Luna 
Bars, Veggie Pirate’s Booty, Spe-
cial K-Bars, and other *shud-
der* healthy replacements. This 
is, again, a travesty. It is my right 
as an American to stuff myself 
with whatever form of pure 
sugar I wish! No, no, I know 
there’s been a rise in obesity, ep-
idemic, blah blah blah, but you 
know what? There are better 
solutions than impeding on our 
God-given rights! If you want 
to fight childhood obesity, do 
it the DDR way. Anyway, this 
disregard for our human rights 
is the reason that I, yet again, 
must declare a call to arms. We 
must fight to the end!

The harder the conflict, the 
more glorious the triumph! The 
harder the- hey… these Luna 
Bars aren’t half bad… the hard-
er the… they’re… harder the 
conflict… actually… they’re… 
they’re pretty good… Um… 
Okay, know what? Why don’t 
you just go away, okay? Go find 
some other demagogue to spout 
buzzwords at you.

I’m going to go raid the new 
vending machine.                   b

your store, a saleslady asked if I 
needed help finding anything. I 
told her I was looking for a pair 
of jeans, size three. She took 
out two pair of jeans for me to 
try on. When I got into the fit-
ting room, I tried on the jeans. 
I could not button either pair, 
and the jeans were too short. I 

was confused; I am 
normally a size two 
or three, or a 27 
wide, and these jeans 
were labeled a three 
long. 

I did not under-
stand why this size wouldn’t fit 
when all of my other pants this 
size fit without a problem. I be-
came so upset at what I thought 
was a change in my body that 
I ended up leaving the store in 
tears. Overall, I did not have 
a good experience shopping 
here. In fact, I didn’t really have 
any intention of going back to 
the store again at that point in 
time.

As you are well aware, body 

image is such an important issue 
for girls, especially teenagers. I 
think that in order to prevent an 
experience like this from hap-
pening again, you should train 
the salespeople to first look at 
a customer closely, suggest that 
the customer bring in a few 
sizes and tell the customer that 
the sizes run small. It would not 
only benefit the customer, but 
it could even increase the sales 
in your company. It would have 
made me feel much better had 
I been told that the sizes run 
small. Knowing that, I wouldn’t 
have been upset trying on a size 
five. 

For me, the experience at 
your store wasn’t a great one. 
The experience of shopping at 
Hollister should be fun, not 
upsetting. I hope that you will 
take this feedback into consid-
eration. I look forward to hear-
ing from you.

Sincerely, 
Emily S. Belowich

Voicing Concerns: A Letter to the CEO of Abercrombie & Fitch

A Call to Arms: The Missing Vending Machine

I ended up 
leaving the 

store in tears.

MICHAEL  
FIRER ‘09

Some Wrongs Reversed
fall of civilizations, but about a 
movie you saw the other day, 
doesn’t copyright law seem like 
overkill? Another thing you may 
not know: no matter how well 
you format your MLA 
citations, you’re only 
allowed to quote so 
much before it goes 
beyond “fair use.” 
So while emailing 
your friend a link to 
a review is fine, email-
ing the whole review—
even if you also include a 
link—may technically be il-
legal.

What if that’s more strict than 
even the creator wanted? Enter 
Creative Commons. It’s meant 
to fill the gap between All Rights 
Reserved and no rights reserved, 
between full copyright and the 
public domain. And starting 
now, The Beaver Reader is be-
ing published under a Creative 
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The Stained 
Glass Windows

Atop the two main stair-
cases in Beaver, flanking 

the McElwain Studio, sit two 
stained glass windows: a knight 
and a king. They seem a little 
out of place, and I often won-
dered how and why they got 
there. With a little digging, 
though, it becomes clear that 
they are actually emblematic of 
a big part of Beaver history.

Back in the 20s and 30s, the 
“Arts and Crafts” movement was 
slowly beginning to wind down, 
but its influence on Beaver’s 
curriculum remained. Until the 
1950’s, students at Beaver had 
majors, each of which had its 
own set of specific classes. For 
art majors, classes and activities 
included bookbinding, print-
making, metal work, costume 
and set design, and so on. Many 
of these classes required a final 
project for every student, and 
the stained glass windows are 
likely a result of that.

Mysteries of Beaver The window of the knight 
was created by Sylvia Van Ness 
Martin, class of ’37. Sylvia was 
the daughter of Beatrice Whit-
ney Van Ness, Beaver’s first Art 
Department Head, who actually 
designed McElwain studio. It is 
unclear who made the window 
of the king, and whether it is in 
any way associated.

The Beaver archives include 
pictures of many of these ac-
tivities, and even samples of 
students’ creations. Shown here 
are just a few. The attic holds 
an even more tangible relic: an 
actual manual printing press, al-
beit lacking the expensive type 
fonts needed to start printing 
again.

While work of this sort has 
largely disappeared from Beaver, 
and art projects have perhaps 
turned more abstract than prac-
tical, traces of that era remain 
in the cross-curricular creative 
projects Beaver students still 
undertake. For evidence, drop 
by the 8th graders’ annual CSP 
fair.                                        b
Special thanks to Ms. Boylan, Mr. 
Gow, and Toph Tucker

ONLINE ONLY

Maddy Kiefer ‘08

EDITOR

MADDY KIEFER ‘08

by TOPH TUCKER ‘08

It’s a common com-
plaint: the computers at school are just 
too slow. Sometimes it may be an issue 
with the computer itself, although the 
school is constantly upgrading the ma-
chines. More often than not, though, 
what students are noticing is that the 
internet connection is slow.

Anyone lucky enough to have been 
on one of the comput-
ers when the school is 
deserted will have no-
ticed that when you 
get it all to yourself, 
the connection is great. 
The issue is so many 
students doing so many 
bandwidth-intensive 
things at once.

Beaver plans to rem-
edy that with a new 
connection 30 times as 
fast as our current one. 
While you aren’t likely to get much use 
out of it this year, we thought we’d give 
students a look at what’s to come. We 
spoke with Pat Ausman, Director of 
Technology, about the changes.

What is our current internet connection? 
We currently have a T1 connection. It was 
installed 7 years ago. (Ed. note: hey, that’s 
when I came to Beaver! –Toph) It has a speed 
of 1.5 MB/sec. Some would equate this to 
the speed of what you have with a cable 
modem at home. It really is better than that 
because we have the full 1.5 MB/sec re-
served while at home you share your cable 
speed with others on the same node.

What are we upgrading to? We are going 
to install a T3 connection. It is rated at 44 
MB/sec. We are also upgrading the main 
router and firewall networking boxes to 

make sure they can handle the additional 
potential load.

Why are we doing this? At certain times 
of the day we are using 100 percent of our 
bandwidth. Last year at the same time we 
were using about 80 percent at peak times. 
With the explosive growth of video available 
on the web we needed to be able to better 
support our BCDS business processes that 
use outside database resources and provide 

more robust access to all 
types of web products for 
use in the classroom. We 
looked into various solu-
tions, such as just getting 
an additional T1, but de-
cided that a T3 connec-
tion would give us over 30 
times the bandwidth for 
about 3 times the cost of 
what we spend now. We 
wanted more than just a 
one year solution.

When will it happen? The 
physical connection of a T3 connection 
is different than a T1 so a new router has 
been ordered. The order for the line has 
been placed. Sixty days is not unusual for 
installation, though you can never tell. 
“The last mile”—which is the connection 
between our building and our service pro-
vider’s nearest point of presence—is only 
handled by the local phone company, not 
our service provider. This tends to be the 
most unpredictable factor in determining 
the timeline. Also, there will be some de-
lay once all the pieces are here and installed 
to allow the switchover to occur in a non-
critical time.

Should students be able to see a noticeable 
improvement? Yes.

Thanks to Ms. Ausman and the Tech 
Department for keeping things running 
smoothly, and for keeping us in the loop.  b

Beaver’s Internet upgrade

   Old                 New

continued from page �

That was cool. My son Grady just turned 
one year old, and he has a little sister ar-
riving in July. Yikes!

Q: What is your favorite book?
A: As an English teacher, obviously I 
have a lot, but O’Brien’s In the Lake of the 
Woods is really deep and dark, and I love 
dark literature. My favorite Shakespeare 
play is King Lear, the darkest of the dark!

Q: What do you admire most in your stu-
dents?
A: I admire depth and the ability to un-
derstand that learning and fun can hap-
pen at the same time.

Q: Why did you start teaching?
A: I knew in high school. I loved Eng-
lish, and it was very cool when I realized I 
could spend every day doing it. I think I 
have the ideal life: every day I get to teach 
and coach, which is incredible. I also love 
to read students’ writing and to hear how 
they think; I enjoy being part of that pro-
cess. I keep a list of every student I’ve ever 
taught and periodically go through the list 
so I remember everybody. So, in 20 years, 
I’ll be able to say, “Oh, Gabby Gutman, 
she was in my Black Class at Beaver.”

Q: How do you like your experience at 
Beaver so far?
A: I love the format, what the school rep-
resents, the progressive aspect, and the 
students have been awesome. It has been 
an overall great experience. I’m sad about 
leaving, and I’m especially going to miss 
the students and the English department 
teachers.

Q: How does Beaver compare to the oth-
er schools you have taught at?
A: I came from teaching at an all-boys 
catholic school for 8 years and teaching 
at boarding school the four years before 
that. And this is the opposite end of the 

Mr. Campanale spectrum, but it’s great. Going from all 
boys to co-ed isn’t really different, but it 
is proven that boys will participate more 
if they are alone. I believe that, if you en-
gage the class, everyone will participate.

Q: Do you have a tattoo?
A: I don’t have one, but if I were to get 
one it would be a hand holding a skull, 
which is a Hamlet reference. When Ham-
let looks at the skull he contemplates the 
fact that one day we will all be reduced to 
skulls, it’s common in all of our human-
ity. During life when you are not a skull, 
you have to be good to the people around 
you, so that they will remember you and 
your impact on each other will be mean-
ingful.

Q: What sports did you play growing up?
A: I was a three-sport athlete throughout 
high school. I played football, basketball, 
and baseball. I played football at Middle-
bury College.

Jessica Penzias ’08 called Mr. Camp 
“without a doubt one of the best teach-
ers I have ever had. “ She continued, “I 
have always loved literature but now I 
have an increased passion for the study 
of literature. He is not only invested in 
his lessons, but also, he has a great pas-
sion for inspiring and befriending his 
students.” Sarah Mink ’08 eagerly added, 
“Mr. Camp embodies progressive educa-
tion at its best. His love for Lost and his 
innovative methods have left a lasting im-
pression on all of his students.”

If you have not had the great oppor-
tunity of having Mr. Camp as a teach-
er, I would highly suggest introducing 
yourself. Unfortunately, he will leave 
BCDS for St. Mark’s high school next 
year where he will teach English and be 
the Head Coach of their football team. 
He has been a great asset to the Beaver 
community and will be missed by every-
one when he leaves.                    b

Beaver Place, 
Boston

Beaver was founded in 1920, 
but only moved to the cur-

rent building in 1924. In the 
four years prior to this, the 
school was located at Beaver 
Place, adjacent to the Boston 
Common.

Beaver Place is named for the 
trading ship the Beaver, one 
of the ships of the Boston Tea 
Party. A replica, the Beaver II, 
resides at the Boston Tea Party 
Museum (closed for renova-
tions until Summer 2009). The 
ship gave its name to the street 
and, by extension, to our be-
loved school. 

A few members of the Bea-
ver Reader staff recently visited 
Beaver Place, but we can’t say 
with any certainty whether we 
saw the original schoolhouse. 
Go online to see pictures from 
our excursion, and if you have 
any clues, please leave a com-
ment! We need all the help we 
can get in solving this one... b

Election Videos
Student Spotlights
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ELECTIONS ‘08
Raina Jacques
ALL SCHOOL PRESIDENT

Sowande Gray
VICE PRESIDENT

Andrew Garcia
TREASURER

Sam Freeman
TRUSTEE/PARENT REP

Roland Atema
FACULTY/ALUMNI REP

Faculty Spotlight

Chris DeFilippo

by EMILY BELOWICH ‘11

Chris DeFilippo, otherwise 
known as Ms. D, started her 
journey here at Beaver eight 
years ago, while she was at-
tending the graduate school at 
Boston College. While work-
ing here as an intern, students 
often asked, “Are you coming 
back next year?” Though Ms. 
D. was hesitant to answer that 
question, something about the 
kids here at Beaver sparked her 
interests and she began work-
ing as a full-time middle school 
counselor the subsequent fall. 
She says that even now, after be-
ing here for nine years in total, 
her favorite part about teaching 
at Beaver is the “relationships 
with the students that build 
over time.” 

Growing up, Ms. D. moved 
from place to place. She lived 
with her younger brother, John, 
her younger sister, Mary, and her 
parents, Ann and Gene. Though 
she was born in Ohio, she also 
lived in Tennessee, South Caro-
lina, Kentucky, Pennsylvania 
and then finally settling in Mas-
sachusetts. She attended Henry 
Clay High School in Lexington, 
Kentucky and moved her senior 
year and attended Radnor High 
School in Radnor, Pennsylva-
nia. Her favorite thing to do 
was to play basketball, and in 
her senior year she was recruited 
to play Division I basketball at 
Villanova University. Though 
basketball was a huge part of her 
teenage life, she also enjoyed be-
ing with her friends.

I was very curious to know 
what incited Ms. D’s interest in 
counseling. In an interview with 
her, she mentioned that moving 
from place to place was very 
hard for her, especially transi-
tioning so quickly and making 
new friends. However, she noted 
that the teachers at the school, 
in particular one teacher, made 
the transition a lot easier for her. 
She noted that this one teacher 
always came to her basketball 
games, and always encouraged 
her to make new friends. She 
quickly learned from this expe-
rience that she wanted to be that 
person for other kids, that role 
model, that guide they could 
go to, and she also learned that 
she actually did enjoy being in a 
school setting.

Ms. D’s favorite foods are 
pizza and hamburgers, and she 
enjoys listening to all kinds of 
music including R&B. Her 
favorite television shows are 
Grey’s Anatomy, ESPN Sports 
Center, and The Hills. Her fa-
vorite movies include Meet the 
Parents, Wedding Crashers, E.T., 
and all of the Tyler Perry mov-
ies. One thing that you may 
not know about Ms. D. is her 
love for the song “One Shin-
ing Moment.” This song is the 
written by David Barrett about 
the Men’s College Basketball 
Championship. It is played ev-
ery year at the end of the cham-
pionship game. She says, “Every 
year, I wait up until the end of 
the game to hear this song, and 
every single year, I cry.” This in-
spirational song is played while 
the winning team’s players cut 
down the nets, and while they 
feature highlights throughout 
the NCAA tournament.        b

“My campaign was 
about improving the 
student experience, and 
that starts with a com-
fortable environment. 
Fears: starting a com-
munist witch-hunt in 
which I unfairly perse-
cute innocent students.”

“I am really excited to 
be your leader next year. 
Beaver has shaped me 
personally throughout 
my 3 years here and I 
cannot wait to learn 
more from each and 
every one of you.”

CLASS
OFFICERS

Class of 2009 

(Seniors-to-be)
President: Dani Lubin-Levy
Vice President: Rafael Cabral

Treasurer: Michael Firer

Class of 2010 

(Juniors-to-be)
President: Joanna Georgakas
Vice President: Willy Tucker

Treasurer: Diallo Spears

Class of 2011 

(Sophomores-to-be)
President: Taylor Pierce

Vice President: Tiesha Pough
Treasurer: Kirsten Gute

“My biggest goal is to 
prevent Andrew Garcia 
from fomenting a mili-
tary coup of the student 
government and install-
ing a totalitarian dicta-
torship with himself as 
the sole power.”

Student Spotlight 

Bean
by JESSICA PENZIAS ‘08

You have likely noticed Benja-
min Hower masterfully navi-
gating the hallways of Beaver 
with a book in front of his face, 
sitting in a lounge chair in the 
library poring over a novel, or 
balancing his lunch tray in one 
hand and a heavy textbook in 
the other. Despite the fact that 
he only came to Beaver this year, 
he is well-known throughout 
the Beaver community and he 
was the first person that came to 
mind when The Beaver Reader 
staff made its picks for the most 
interesting Beaver students. I sat 
down to talk with Benjamin (or 
“Bean”) in an appropriate loca-
tion: the Beaver library. 

Q. Why do you enjoy reading?
A. Identifying archetypes and 
caricatures in literature allows 
you to assess the real world 
more clearly and precisely. I en-
joy character analysis as well.

Q. Have you always read con-
stantly? 
A. No, actually. I hated read-
ing until the third grade. I don’t 
quite remember what changed 
my mind. Probably Redwall by 
Brian Jacques, come to think of 
it…

Q. When don’t you read?
A. Usually when I’m working: 
my house is being remodeled 
right now, so I’m learning a lot 
about carpentry, electricianship, 
metalworking, plumbing, and 
architecture. I recently learned 

how to weld. That’s a lot of 
fun.

Q. What sort of books do you 
most enjoy reading?
A. Fantasy, Historical fiction, 
and fiction in general. 

Q. What is your favorite book 
ever?
A. My favorite book is Off Arma-
geddon Reef by David Webber.

Q. Roughly how long does it 
take you to read one book?
A. It takes me 6-10 hours to 
read around 300 pages.

Q. How many books do you 
think you’ve read in your life-
time?
A. 600-700

Q. Do you enjoy reading for 
class?
A. Yes, I enjoy text books be-
cause they are rich with infor-
mation; however, I didn’t think 
A Brief History of the 20th Cen-
tury was the best text book. The 
English books aren’t always the 
best either. The Bluest Eye, for 
example, was not good. I think 
there are better books we could 
possibly read.

Q. Are there any books you’d 
particularly recommend?
A. For middle school students, I 
would recommend the Redwall 
series. Also, I would recommend 
Royal Assassin by Robin Hobb. I 
would say it is the best put to-
gether fantasy. I particularly like 
the cohesion between characters 
and the world it is set in. 

Q. What’s your least favorite 
book or type of book?
A. I usually do not enjoy auto-
biographies because the authors 

tend to focus on unimportant 
subjects.

Q. Are we asking too many 
book-related questions?
A. No, I’m not surprised.

Q. Do you enjoy reading po-
ems, short stories, newspapers, 
magazines? If so, which ones?
A. The New Yorker is a peren-
nial favorite, and I also enjoy 
Cicada, The Economist, and The 
Boston Globe.

Q. As far as reading material 
goes, what do you think of The 
Beaver Reader? Be honest. :)
A. The number of authors and 
expansive content make it ap-
pealing. However, I would edit 
it more for syntax. I visit the 
site regularly and am impressed 
with the endeavor overall.

Q. Why do people call you 
“Bean”?
A. Now that is a long and ex-
traordinarily tedious story, but 
the main point is that it’s actu-
ally my name in Ancient Egyp-
tian.

Q. What do you think of Bea-
ver students and Beaver as an 
institution?
A. I cannot compliment this 
place enough. Transferring into 
my junior year was a big risk, 
but I’ve never regretted tak-
ing it. The people here are all 
wonderful and very kind on the 
whole. There is not a single per-
son in this school that I actively 
dislike, and that’s a huge step up 
from public school.

Q. When are you going to join 
the Beaver Reader staff? Ha-ha
A. Those book reviews should 
be ready any time now…      b

“I’ve been here since sev-
enth grade and I  know 
the school and the fac-
ulty really well. You guys 
don’t really have a choice 
in voting for me, but I 
am excited to represent 
all of you.”

“I want to be your voice 
because I don’t want 
there to be a silence 
between the administra-
tion and the office, the 
students. You have a 
problem, you come talk 
to me. I listen.”

http://newspaper.bcdschool.org
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Dana Spigelman and 
Laura Bulkeley ‘08

EDITORS

by MADDY 
KIEFER ‘08

On April 11, after our Girls’ 
Varsity Lacrosse team suffered a 
loss in our first game of the sea-
son, all we wanted to do was go 
home, eat a big dinner, and for-
get about the game we just had. 
Unfortunately for us, fate had 
something else in store. After 
driving for about five minutes, 
our bus broke down in Ports-
mouth, Rhode Island, a.k.a. No 
Man’s Land.

Our engine died once we 
reached the top of a hill on Route 
24, and Bruce, our friendly bus 
driver, informed us that we had 
to wait for another bus to take 
us home. It would probably 
be about two hours before we 
could head back. Upon hear-
ing this information, everyone 
looked around uneasily, eyeing 
the vast swaths of forest and 
highway and the complete lack 
of civilization beyond the cars 
zipping by.

Suddenly, everyone was starv-
ing. Regardless of the fact that 
we had just eaten four packs of 
Chewy bars, somehow being 

stranded created a very, very 
powerful second wave of hun-
ger. As if that weren’t enough, 
the entire team began to feel 
claustrophobic, so we filed off 
the bus and onto the area of 
grass beside the highway. Jesse 
Rosenberg ’09 whipped out her 
phone and insisted that she was 
going to find a pizza place that 
would deliver to a deserted bus 
off of I-95.

Initially, she didn’t 
have any luck, but she 
eventually reached Joe 
from Domino’s. After 
telling him her entire 
life story (“So we just 
were like KILLED in 
our lacrosse game—we 
lost like 15-0, it was ter-
rible…. And now we 
are all SO HUNGRY 
and we have been here for hours 
and we really need food!”), she 
finally convinced him that he 
had to deliver to us for the sake 
of our well-being. My bet is that 
we were the only business they 
had that night—plus, we were 
ordering five pizzas, and an or-
der that size had probably come 
along twice in Portsmouth his-
tory.

Everyone relaxed once Joe 
told us it would be about 45 
minutes until the food arrived. 
We began playing some of our 
typical team bonding games, 
one of which included people 
screaming “HIIIYYYAAAAA!” 
at random intervals. This, 
of course, caused some pass-
ing commuters to stare—as if 
17 girls in skirts stranded on 

the side of the highway wasn’t 
strange enough already.

We grew bored of “hiya,” so 
we started waving at cars and 
trying to get trucks to honk their 
horns, but this decision was a 
big mistake. A few teammates 
(who will remain anonymous) 
decided to wave frantically at 
an ambulance as it passed. No 
more than five minutes later, 

by TYLER STARR ‘10

Led by coaches Mr. Schatz and 
Ms. Melvoin, the ‘08 BCDS 
Ultimate Frisbee season was 
very successful. The team’s re-
cord was 4-5, with two extreme-
ly close loses against Concord 
Academy and Gann Academy. 
The team got progressively bet-
ter throughout the year and is 
excited about next season.

The team improved a lot since 
their disappointing 2-6 record 
last year. Even in their losses, 
the Frisbee team never gave up. 
In their first game against Gann 
Academy they made a run in 
the second half but fell short in 
the end. They later had some 
extremely impressive wins, 
including a 21-0 win against 
Cambridge School of Weston 

Frisbee finishes season 4-5
and a 15-3 win against Chapel 
Hill Chancy Hall where Chapel 
Hill was shut out in the second 
half. 

The additions of Chris Rush, 
Michael Boustany, Jon Zibrak, 
and Andrew Emmons helped 
the team greatly. Boustany 
went from a bench player to a 
starter by the end of the season. 
Sam Lynch, Brett Duboff, and 
Charles Haverty IV became 
important players on the team. 
Nick Tsakmaklis, Adam Offit, 
and Dana Spigelman all were 
important leaders who helped 
freshmen, Zack “JH” Daresho-
ri, Sam Potel, and Noah Kulick, 
learn the game of Frisbee.

The 2008 Frisbee team had a 
very successful season and looks 
forward to an even better one 
next year.                               b

two police cars arrived on the 
scene. Turns out the ambulance 
called for backup. They thought 
we were medically impaired, 
and Officer Brian Peters told 
us that “an emergency was no 
laughing matter.” But it was 
clear that, like Joe from Domi-
noes, Brian had nothing better 
to do that night, and he stayed 
long enough for Laura Bulkeley 
‘08 to snap a picture of him.

We continued to play games 
after Brian left, but it started 
to get a little chilly as the sun 
began to set. When Dominic, 
another employee of Domino’s, 
delivered our pizza and cinna-
mon sticks, we all layered up 
(including Alex Strawbridge 
‘10, who wore Bruce’s giant Red 
Sox jacket, and Nicole Cassels 
’08, who wore Ms. Anderson’s 
sweatpants) and ate in a “pro-
gressive” circle on the side of 
the highway.

After two and a half hours of 
excitement, Steve finally arrived 
with our new bus. After giv-
ing him a newspaper and some 
pizza to eat while he waited 
for the tow truck to come, the 
entire team (including Bruce, 
who would stay our loyal and 
loving bus driver) migrated to 
the new bus and began our two 

hour trek back to Beaver. Bruce 
entertained us by giving a fully 
detailed account on how he be-
came a bus driver. Apparently, 
as the football team’s captain, 
he was the most popular guy in 
school, and went on to fight in 
the Vietnam War before creat-
ing a cement company with his 
brother. After his brother passed 
away five years ago, he closed 
the company and decided to 
have pizza parties on the side of 
the road with awesome teams 
like ours.

Eventually, after a very long 
and certainly eventful evening, 
we returned to Beaver. Although 
it wasn’t exactly the Friday night 
that everyone expected to have, 
it was definitely something that 
the team will remember for 
years to come. We slept easy that 
night knowing that we gave the 
town of Portsmouth the most 
exciting night they’ve had in a 
long, long time.                     b

A Day in the Life of the Girls Lacrosse Team

Jacob Vance, Baseball

Advances in Baseball
ZACK LEVANDOV ‘08

Jake Melito, Ultimate Frisbee
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by SABRINA BROWN ‘09

With the season coming to an 
end, the Girls Varsity Lacrosse 
team pulled off their first victory 
of the season with a win against 
Berwick Academy on Wednes-
day May 7. With goals from 

Sabrina Fiori ‘08, Maddy Kiefer 
‘08, Laura Bulkeley ‘08, and Sa-
brina Brown ‘09, the team put 
Berwick to shame, ending the 
game with a score of 8-5. 

One of Beaver’s key players 
in this game was senior Lind-
sey Yudkoff, who stepped in as 
goalie. Originally a starting de-
fender, Lindsey volunteered to 
play goalie when no one else of-
fered, and she has improved im-
mensely since she began playing 
just a few weeks ago. Although 
this past Wednesday was only 
Lindsey’s second game in goal, 
she excelled in the position and 
led the team to victory, letting 
in only four goals and saving 
eight. 

With help from new coaches 
Kristen Chiusano and Sarah 
Anderson, the team was able to 
win their first in-league game in 
three years. The team hopes this 
is an indication that the pro-
gram is developing and that the 
new coaches will lead the team 
to even more wins in the com-
ing years.                               b

Girls Varsity Lax Team Secures 
First Win in Three Seasons

WINTER SQUASH TEAM • Bowdoin squash vet Ms. Melvoin coached a brand-new squash team this winter, 
which met for morning and afternoon practices at the Boston Sports Club; they were not included on this year’s 
yearbook’s Winter Sports page, so we are featuring them here.          Photograph by Michael Maloney

by TAYLOR HAIGLER ‘08

Quidditch is the new sport 
sweeping (pun intended) the 
nation, or rather a few small 
colleges on the east coast. With 
brooms between their legs, 
players dressed in capes play the 
‘muggle’ version of the game 
from the world-famous Harry 
Potter Series. As music from the 
soundtracks of the Harry Pot-
ter movies blares from speakers, 
Middlebury’s improv troupe 
provides commentary on the 
games that ensue.

It all began at Middlebury 
College in Vermont, where stu-
dents of the 2009 graduating 
class, Alex Benepe and Xander 
Manshel, fooled around by 
playing the wizarding sport with 
friends on campus fields back in 
the Fall of 2005. They have since 
gained a devoted following. 
More than 100 students have 
joined the Quidditch League at 
Middlebury. Every Sunday in 

the Fall, students practice and 
compete. The newly-admitted 
students to Middlebury’s class 
of 2012 have already begun to 
chat about whether or not to 
join the team in their facebook 
group. One hundred and five 
other campuses have formed 
leagues of their own includ-
ing Bucknell, Tulane, Oberlin, 
Whitman and Vassar.

Benepe and Manshel have 
compiled a 39-page rulebook 
where they have essentially 
re-created the game for non-
magical folk. The basic rules 
include:

10-14 teammates run across 
field with broomsticks held 
between their thighs 
The snitch is a tennis ball 
stuffed inside a long sock, 
tied to a cross-country run-
ner’s shorts, the snitch can do 
whatever he pleases (hand-
stands, tackle, etc.) 
Seeker tries to capture the 
snitch to earn 50 points, and 
end the game 
Three beaters throw ‘bludgers’ 
(red rubber balls) at oppo-
nents 
Chasers throw a ‘quaffle’ (de-

•

•

•

•

•

College Muggle Quidditch
flated volleyball) through gold 
hoops on opponents side 
Keepers are in charge of 
blocking their hoops 
Referees can give ‘yellow 
wands’ (warnings) if one were 
to, for example, grab a cape 
The team with the highest 
score wins and the snitch 
must be caught for the game 
to end 

“I see Quidditch as a work 
of art—it’s not rehearsed, it’s 
spontaneous,” Benepe said. 
“The players are like actors, the 
stadium is like a set, your have 
props, and equipment, lights, 
and sound.”

Students representing the 
Quidditch League at Middle-
bury College in Vermont trav-
eled to seven colleges in the 
Northeast last week during their 
Spring Break to challenge other 
schools at Quidditch. They 
scrimmaged at Princeton Uni-
versity, Columbia University, 
and Amherst College, among 
others. Middlebury will host 
the World Cup next year and 
students hope that at least 10 
schools will participate. Benepe 
hopes that J.K. Rowling, the 
author of the series who started 
it all, will attend.

“Knowing Middlebury had 
[Quidditch] was a childhood 
dream come true,” said one 
wannabe wizard. “For the most 
part people think it’s hilarious. 
Everyone I have told has been 
super interested and wanting 
to play. It really is an infectious 
disease. Once you hear about it, 
see it, and play - it’s all you want 
to do.”                                   b

•

•

•

by ELI GOLDBERGER

This was another extremely suc-
cessful year for our Boys Varsity 
tennis program which finished 
the season 10-3 overall (second 
in the E.I.L). For the third year 
in a row, the team qualified for 
the New England small school 
tournament and lost in the 
semi-finals. 

Over the past three seasons, 
BCDS tennis has emerged to 
be one of the top programs in 

Class C. At the heart of the 
success has been the wonderful 
leadership of the seniors (Cap-
tains Arian Fararooy and  Dan 
Katz were both selected as EIL 
ALL League players this year). 
This team had a nice blend 
of veteran leadership and tal-
ented underclassmen such as 
Pierre Planche ‘10 (E.I.L ALL 
League), Henry Moorhead’10, 
and Lukas Mead ‘10. 

Our senior class has led this 
program to new heights and 
will pass the torch to a very tal-
ented group of underclassmen 
who are poised to compete for a 
third EIL championship in the 
last four seasons.                    b

Varsity Tennis finishes 2nd

Henry Moorehead, Tennis

http://newspaper.bcdschool.org
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by TAYLOR HAIGLER ‘08

Jason Schwartzman defi-
nitely has solid indie cred. He 
has starred in many quirky Wes 
Anderson films, like Rushmore 
and The Darjeeling Limited, 
and when he was just 14, he 
founded the rock band Phan-
tom Planet. He is a cousin of 
Sofia Coppola and his brother 
Robert Schwartzman is the lead 
singer for Rooney. Last year he 
started his own indie rock solo 
band called Coconut Records. 
Recently, Nylon magazine 
called him, “the coolest guy in 
Hollywood.”

He can act, he can sing, he 
can play the guitar. This should 
come as no surprise as Jason 
comes from a family full of Hol-
lywood royalty. His mother, Ta-
lia Shire Coppola, was an actor 
and his father, Jack Schwartz-
man was a producer. He is the 
nephew of Francis Ford Coppo-
la and cousins with the Coppola 
offspring and Nicolas Cage. His 
stepbrother is John Schwartz-
man, cinematographer of Ar-
mageddon, Seabiscuit and Pearl 
Harbor.

Jason is both an actor and 
a musician. He has had star-
ring roles in Shop Girl, I Heart 
Huckabees and Marie Antoinette. 
Before he began acting, he was 
the drummer and songwriter 
for Phantom Planet, but he 
gave it up to pursue his acting 
career. (The band is well known 

for their song “Cali-
fornia”, which is the 
theme song for The 
O.C.) Jason’s upcom-
ing movies are The 
Mark Pease Experi-
ence and The Fan-
tastic Mr.Fox. Jason 
composes music for 
many films, has been 
in a music video for 
Puff Daddy’s rock re-
mix of “It’s All About 
the Benjamins” and 
in 2005 he contrib-
uted to Ben Lee’s 
album “Awake Is the 
New Sleep”.

Coconut Record’s 
album “Nighttim-

ing” is Jason’s latest project: his 
own indie rock album. Amaz-
ingly, he is the sole songwriter 
of every song and he plays all 
of the instruments himself! The 
general sound is clean and crisp 
and reminds listeners of artists 
like Albert Hammond Jr., Matt 
Costa, Death Cab for Cutie and 
The Stars. Schwartzman’s voice 
is sweet yet melancholy. It is 
folksy and his songs sound like 
more poppy versions of Bright 
Eyes’ music. Unfortunately the 
album is very short, clocking in 
around 30 minutes. Hopefully 
we’ll get a longer album from 
him in the future!

One can purchase the CD 
from the Young Baby Records 
website. The best part about it 
all is: he personalizes each al-
bum with a Polaroid photo that 
may range from a picture of his 
foot, to his house, to a picture 
of his dog. So, given the person-
alization of each album, delivery 
runs slowly (Jason apologizes… 
and how can you blame him 
for it). It can also be found on 
iTunes or can be purchased from 
http://www.thinkindie.com/. b

Additional notes: 

Jason is dating LA fashion de-
signer Brady Cunningham. He 
was dating his childhood friend, 
Zooey Deschanel, for several years 
until they broke up in 2005. Ja-
son has a bulldog named Arrow 
and a cat named Extra Mayo.

ONLINE ONLYArts & LivingTaylor Haigler ‘08

EDITOR

Jason Schwartzman does it allDREAMGIRLS!

THE DREAMS • Jasmine Houston, Raina Jacques, and Tiesha Pough play Deena Jones, Effie White, and 
Lorrell Robinson. “I’ve seen many high school musicals and I must say that Dreamgirls was the best high 
school musical that I have seen. There was so much talent. I am very proud.”    –Mr. Luthern Williams

LOST

by MICAHEL FIRER ‘09

Last Thursday, the 22nd of 
May, was a great day for the 
arts at Beaver. “Why?” you, the 
inquisitive readers, ask. “What 
was so special about last Thurs-
day?” Well, aside from being a 
gorgeous day (I assume; who 
knows, there could’ve been a 
tidal wave and I would’ve said 
the same thing), it was also the 
day of the Heliconian’s second 
coffee house of the year. After 

producing arguably the stron-
gest Heliconian to date, the staff 
of the magazine spent their re-
maining time planning an event 
that has now become a Bea-
ver tradition. The tables were 
stacked with bite size treats, the 
coffee pots were filled, and the 
night began.

The turnout was respectable 
for a coffee house, but I was 
shocked by the bizarre absence 
of hot chocolate (Perhaps I was 
blinded by the sandwiches). 

Despite the lack of the pre-
cious drink, the night was later 
described as what we in the 
news biz call, “intimate.” All 
hot coco gripes aside, this was 
a truly fantastic event. How 
many times do you get to stand 
up and show off your writing or 
musical talent unless you devote 
your valuable school time to a 
course designed for that sort of 
thing?

The night was set up as an 
open mic (despite the absence 
of a microphone) where anyone 
could sign up for a performance 
spot and show their stuff. Dan 

Katz, Heliconian co-editor-in-
chief, hosted the night while 
his co-editor Gage Hackford 
was studying in Scotland. The 
wide range of people and talents 
truly marked the fact that inside 
Beaver’s thick bark lies the sweet 
untapped maple syrup of art, 
looking for a way to release it-
self to the pancake-thirsty world 
(whew! That poorly thought 
out analogy tuckered me out. 
I think I need to go lie down). 
Readers included Julia Rubin 
‘08, Michael Everdell ‘09, Ol-
ivia Carye-Hallstein ‘10, and 

Ms. Lipson. Highlight? Michael 
Lieser reading a poem about, 
oddly enough, lumberjacks. 
Musical performers included 
Jeff Higgins ‘08 on keyboard, 
Gianni Bonina-Pawlak ‘09 on 
saxophone, Ben Patten ‘09 on 
guitar with Mr. Bau, and Abina 
Cohen ‘11 on violin. High-
light? The look on emcee Dan 
Katz’s face as middle schooler 
Joe Chafkin played his guitar. 
Good times all around.         b

Although summer is approaching faster 
than a wildebeest stampede, that doesn’t 
mean you can’t still submit art and writing 
to “Heliconian” on FirstClass!

Heliconian Coffee House

by MADDY KIEFER ’08  
and TAYLOR HAIGLER ‘08

The fourth season of Lost was, 
first and foremost, a giant step 
up from season three because 
the writers finally started an-
swering some of our questions. 
Since the season premiere, we 
all contemplated the question 
that we thought would be the 
premise for the rest of the sea-
son: who are the Oceanic Six? 
After a few episodes, however, 
we discovered that the real ques-
tion we should be asking is: why 
are there only six of them? 

The season also explored 
topics that had never been dis-
cussed on the show before. Sea-
sons One through Three mostly 
focused on surviving and avoid-
ing The Others, but Season 
Four dove into complicated sub-
jects like time and space travel, 
“constants,” and the thin line 
between life and death. Most 
importantly, the difference be-
tween this season and the previ-
ous ones is the mix of flashbacks 

and flashforwards. We were able 
to see what each of the six sur-
vivors went through once they 
got off the island. We had more  
concurrent story threads to fol-
low on the island as well—the 
Losties split up into Jack’s group 
and Locke’s group, and we got 
to focus on The Others and the 
various freighter factions, too. 

Additionally, the drama defi-
nitely increased this year as a 
result of the writers strike. The 
season was compressed into a 
mere 13 episodes (from 22 last 
season). Not only was there the 
on-island drama, but we got 
flashes of the future and wit-
nessed the beginnings of the 
Linus-Widmore conflict, which 
will definitely be very promi-
nent next year. 

Season Five (coming January 
2009) will undoubtedly explore 
the questions that we were left 
with in the finale —where (and 
when) did the island go?  Where 
will the story of the Oceanic Six 
start? And, even more impor-
tantly: how will it end?          b

by TOPH TUCKER ‘08

Quick notes on the finale: I’m 
curious about why the Orchid 
video rewound, where Sayid 
wants to take Hurley, why the 
Six must lie, how Locke makes 
it off, what “bad things” hap-
pen on the island, and why he 
adopts the name Jeremy Ben-
tham (not to mention how he 
kicks the bucket). When Ben 
says they all have to go back, 
exactly who does he mean? It’s 
not just the Six, clearly. Walt? 
Desmond? Frank? What about 
other people who left the island 
over the years? Or is it just the 
survivors of Flight 815? Why 
are they so special? And what’s 
Widmore’s connection to the is-
land? Did he have to move it one 
time in the past? Will Sun be his 
mole? Where will Season Five 
begin? Could it adopt the same 
structure as the finale, where a 
previously-seen flashforward is 
continued and expanded upon?  
What’s Ben up to, and why did 
or does Widmore need him?  b

Dreamgirls Videos
Movie Reviews
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Speed Racer
This visual spectacle has been slammed by reviews, 
but I think it’s a masterpiece as impressive as The 
Matrix. See it in IMAX for maxi-
mum enjoyment.

Iron Man
This film, by contrast, has gotten 
nearly perfect reviews—and I’d be 
inclined to agree. Stay through the 
credits for a nod toward Iron Man 
2, coming April 30, 2010.

Indiana Jones
Again I disagree with many reviewers, although 
again at least Roger Ebert is on my side. The film 
is a refreshing throwback to an earlier age.
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by TOPH TUCKER ‘08

Del Rey and LucasBooks re-
cently concluded the nine-
book Legacy of the Force series 
of novels with the hardcover 
release of Invincible, by Troy 
Denning, currently sitting at 
#5 on the New York Times Best-
seller List. Set 40 years after the 
original film, the heroes of the 
movies have taken a back seat 
to a new generation of lead-
ers, chief among them the twin 
children of Han and Leia, aided 
by Luke’s son Ben. It teaches, 
among other things, that there’s 
more than one path to the dark 
side.

The story in many ways 
parallels that of the movies, a 
story repeated again and again 
throughout history: several key 
planets secede from the galactic 
governing body; chaos ensues. 
What makes it interesting is 
how allegiances shift and the 
“good guys” and “bad guys” are 
continually redefined. Right to 
the bitter end, I honestly wasn’t 
sure who I was rooting for.

The choices of the antagonist 
are not at all unreasonable. His 
descent is the epitome of “slip-
pery slope;” moreover, his in-
tentions are always honorable. 
In his leadership one sees clear 
parallels to the dilemmas facing 

Legacy of the Force makes for a great companion 
to (and expansion of) the Star Wars films

the United States today; a key 
player is his CTU-like special 
forces unit, policing Coruscant 
and “maintaining the peace.” 
Obi-Wan was always big on the 
concept of point of view, and 
these books are no different.

Moviegoers enthralled by 
Boba Fett will also be happy to 
learn that author Karen Traviss’ 
three contributions deal exten-
sively with his future exploits, 
which, far from ending with his 
apparent death in Return of the 
Jedi, have only grown more fas-
cinating.

Three writers shared the task 
of writing this series, with each 
one writing every third book. 
Each author’s novels form a 
sort of trio of overlapping trilo-
gies; each author tells a slightly 
different side of the war. The 
hand-offs are essentially seam-
less. The writing itself is also ex-
cellent, especially in a number 
of passages which address the 
issues at hand (including those 
left dangling by the films) with 
startling clarity.

Over the course of nine books, 
a huge number of plotlines are 
explored, widening the scope of 
the series tremendously—but 
also making it nearly impos-
sible to tie up all the loose ends. 
Invincible responds by staying 

immensely focused, much like 
huge parts of Episode III were 
cut to focus on the core story-
line of Anakin Skywalker. Some 
readers have responded with 
dismay; I, for one, welcomed 
the restraint.

If the tale of the film saga is 
one of a man who is too selfish, 
then this is the tale of a man who 
is too selfless. The Jedi and Sith 
philosophies lie at opposite ends 
of a circle; in trying to avoid the 
mistakes of his grandfather, one 
man swings too far around the 
other side. What a strong leader 
gifted with supernatural pow-
ers needs is not selfishness nor 
selflessness, not attachment nor 
detachment; what he needs is 
balance.                                 b

by SARAH MINK ‘08

For the past few months, nine 
seniors worked diligently under 
the supervision of Ms. Roberts 
to produce a showcase of their 
work in the Nancy Lincoln 
Gallery. Ms. Roberts, an ac-
complished artist herself, set 
out to create a class where “stu-
dents work like professional 
working artists in that they de-
velop a daily practice of mak-
ing work that is informed by 
readings and a critical dialogue 
with each other with the goal 
of a final show in mind.”  This 
allowed the students to truly 
follow their passions without 
structure getting in the way. 

 For many artists, the process 
and the inspiration is just as 
much a part of the art.  Yikun 
Liang, who is attending Mas-
sArt next year, carved intricate 
stamps out of rubber and print-
ed five images on rice paper, with 
the purpose “to depict Asian 
women … that aren’t usually 
seen or represented through a 
form of a love story.”  She chose 
to display the prints, titled “For-
get Me Not,” on a mysterious 
red background that brings to 
mind a splattering of blood or 
rose petals floating in the wind.  

Erika Gute’s multiple Untitled 
pieces were made using acrylic 
paint, foil, Xeroxes and Xerox 
transfers on paper and board.  
Erika contrasted Xeroxes with 
blocks of color and recurring 
images of firefighters, fire trucks 
and houses. One of the pieces de-
picts a rainbow of blocks of col-
ors intersecting against a black 
and white Xerox.  Erika says 
that she “wants people to find 
their own story in my art work.”  

Another senior approached 
multimedia with an altogeth-
er different effect.  Tin-Yan 
Chan’s Bicycle uses collage, 
acrylic paint, Xerox transfers 
and screen print on paper but 
focuses on portraying one im-
age: a bicycle.  Tin-Yan says of 
her inspiration, “Repetitiveness 
of shapes and color appeal to 
me.  I found the circle and lines 
in a way are really interesting, 
and the best way to portray my 
interests was through prints.” 

Sabrina Fiori began work-
ing on her portraits in the be-
ginning of the year during 
our Oil Painting elective, also 
taught by Ms. Roberts.  “My 
paintings were of children in 
Kibera, Kenya.  They are really 
special to me and I wanted to 
give them the spotlight, which 
is something that would be un-
usual for them.”  As the Kenya 
trips were such a vital part of 

the Beaver community, Sabri-
na’s oil paintings of the three 
children really tugged at the 
heartstrings of many students 
and teachers.  Not to mention 
her brush strokes and atten-
tion to detail, which she applies 
to all aspects of her artwork.

The black and white acrylic 
paintings that stand out against 
the colorful art in the gal-
lery were painted by Sydney 
Hass.  The Untitled paintings 
portray the negative and posi-
tive space of a woman’s face.  
The school website calls them 
“arresting,” and that they are.  
Sydney says of the Senior Studio 
class, “It was a great opportunity 
and I am so happy to have had 
the chance to work closely with 
the other artists in the gallery.”

Anna Cohen’s detailed oil 
painting, titled “Yebo,” com-
bines scenes from her trips this 
past summer to Swaziland, Le-
sotho and South Africa into one 
landscape.  She says she “wanted 
to show the vibrancy and beauty 
of the places I have seen.”  The 
painting has not one focal point 
but many, and draws the viewer 
into each of its colorful settings.  

Kelly Kretschmar’s “Totem” is 
pioneering.  She says she found 
her artistic voice “by changing 
the way people view common 
materials such as foil and rope.”  
She also used acrylic paint, string, 
and rubber bands on wood in a 
variety of techniques.  Express-
ing themes such as the textures 
found in nature and in man-
made materials, Kelly created 
an innovative piece of artwork.

When you walk into the gal-
lery, the first piece you see is a 
long snaking strip of wallpa-
per hung from the ceiling and 
covered in acrylic paint, char-
coal, Xerox transfer and oil 
pastels.  Sophie Myers is the 
artist, and she says of her work, 
“You either get it or you don’t.”

My contribution to the gal-
lery is a set of four small paint-
ings of gouache on paper that 
illustrate several pictures that I 
took on a trip to Hyde Square. 
My pieces, “The Train Station,” 
“The Bodega,” “The Bus” and 
“The Ice Cream Shop” are all 
depictions of places and things 
that are vital to any neighbor-
hood and I thought I would 
have time to pick out similar 
places in every neighborhood 
of Boston, which I didn’t.

The work in the show, “is 
the result of the diverse work-
ing processes these independent 
and driven young women de-
veloped over the course of their 
time in advanced art classes at 
Beaver,” as Ms. Roberts says.  
Take a walk around, ask one of 
the artists about her inspiration 
or just stick your nose in to ex-
perience the art hanging on the 
walls and from the ceiling. b

Senior Art Show

MOVIE REVIEWS

by TOPH TUCKER ‘08 • Read the complete reviews online!
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World & Business
Investing Tips

by MR. MCKINNEY

Editors’ note: Mr. McKinney, 
in addition to teaching sci-
ence, teaches a Biotech Invest-
ing elective. He also presented a 
financial literacy lesson to seniors 
heading off into the world out-
side the Beaver bubble. These are 
his top five tips.

1) Avoid needless penalties and 
late fees—e.g. on  video 
rentals & on your bills.
2) Try to pay off your credit 
card each month, or at least pay 
more than the minimum.
3) Always have change in your 
car for the meter.  25 or 50 cents 
is a lot better than a $15 to $25 
fine. Drive safely—running a 
red light isn’t worth the risk.
4) Invest in a Roth IRA as soon 
as you can (which is pretty 
much when you start working). 
Investing $3000 for 8 years 
starting at age 22 will yield $1.3 
million by the time you retire.
5) When you have money in 
your bank account, try to have 
most of it in a savings or mon-
ey market so you are gaining 
some interest and then trans-
fer to checking when you need 
to pay a bill.
Check out the results of one of the 
Bitoech Investing virtual stock ex-
change competitions at the top of 
the front page.                        b

Beaver Mock 
Elections

by ELIZABETH COBB ‘08, 
DANIEL KATZ ‘08, and 
GABBY GUTMAN ‘11

While it may seem like ages 
ago, the May 5th presidential 
primary elections were a turn-
ing point in the 2008 presi-
dential race. On Super Tuesday, 
millions of Americans from 
22 states swarmed the polls to 
vote in the presidential primary. 
Additionally, Beaver’s student 
council held a mock election, 
giving students, faculty, and 
staff the opportunity to support 
their favorite candidates. 

As the rest of the country 
punched their ballots, Brad-
ley Hall’s polls were open in 
the morning and afternoon. 
For the Democrats, one could 

choose from Barrack Obama, 
Hillary Clinton and Mike 

Gravel. The Republican 
candidates were John 

McCain, Ron Paul, 
Mitt Romney and 
Mike Huckabee. 
Both ballots also 
had the option of 
a “write-in” candi-
date, where voters 

could vote for some-
one not listed on the 

ballot. Though this op-
tion had been exploited 

in the past (David Ortiz 

got over 20% of the freshman 
votes for president in 2004), 
this year only 10 ballots were 
cast for write-in candidates. The 
write-ins consisted of Stephen 
Colbert, New York mayor Mike 
Bloomberg, Dennis Kucinich, 
Beowulf, former presidential 
hopeful Bob Dole, middle 
school teacher Jon Greenberg, 
Jesus, and “Democracy.”

Though the results of the 
Beaver election were not sur-
prising, the turnout was lower 
than expected. The middle 
school had 68% participation. 
Of the 80 students who voted, 
an overwhelming 92.5% used 
Democratic ballots, leaving six 
Republican supporters in the 
three lower grades. In the up-
per school, student involve-
ment ranged from 75% of the 
10th grade voting to a mere 
53% of seniors going to the 
polls. One of the most surpris-
ing aspects of the election was 
the representation of Repub-
lican voters in the junior class. 
Beaver, often assumed to be a 
liberal and strongly Democratic 
school, had 39 upper schoolers 
opt for the Republican ballot, 
with 36% of the junior class 
supporting the GOP. By far the 
most disappointing group of 
voters was the faculty and staff; 
of 100, only 34 teachers and ad-
ministrators voted. 

In the final tally, Obama won 
the mock election in a landslide 
with 74% of the Democrat 
vote. Clinton received 20% of 

Feedback
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the Democratic vote, while only 
11 people chose the relatively 
unknown Mike Gravel. For the 
Republicans, John McCain won 
with 51% of the party’s votes. 
Ron Paul came in a distant sec-
ond with 20% of the GOP’s 
support.

Though it is clear that Beaver 
has a crush on Obama, many 
results across the country on 
Super Tuesday were not so one-
sided. For the democrats, Hill-
ary Clinton won 782 delegates, 
barely beating Barrack Obama, 
who won 757. On the Republi-
can side, John McCain grabbed 
the lead with 605 delegates, 
Mitt Romney gained 201 and 
Mike Hukabee came in third 
with 152. Here in Massachu-
setts, Clinton won with 56% of 
the Democratic votes, and Mitt 
Romney led with 51% of the 
Republican votes. 

The Beaver election turnout 
was, however, significantly bet-
ter than 25% youth turnout 
in Massachusetts.  Even more 
interesting, despite a national 
youth obsession with Obama, 
57% of youth voters in the Bay 
State supported Clinton. Over-
all, the Democratic Party has 
been split over these two candi-
dates. As Obama emerges as the 
sole Democratic candidate, he 
will face the challenge of unit-
ing a divided party. However, 
in many voters’ minds the so-
lution is clear: Obama-Hillary 
’08. Now there’s a change we can 
believe in.                             b
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If you could somehow take over  
the world, would you?

20
18
16
14
12
10
8
6
4
2
0 Yes                  No

What is the best form of government?

Anarchy
Benevolent  
Dictatorship
Communism
Democracy
Other

What do you think of Beaver’s diversity work?

Disney World

Puerto Rico

Europe

San Demas, CA

Hawaii

Canada

What country should the U.S. liberate next?

Too much
Too little
Neither,  
just done poorly
Just right

0            2            4            6            8          10          12

Comments
Mr. Hutton said...

Congratulations to Raina, 
Sowande, Sam & Roland. 
And a big congratulations 

to everyone who ran. Great 
speeches. Looking forward 

to ‘08-’09.

Anonymous said... 
What about andrew?

Mr. Hutton said...
Yikes! I was just told that 
in my message earlier this 

week I forgot to congratulate 
our new treasurer, Andrew 

Garcia. My apologies. Please 
don’t fine me.

Comment on your favorite 
articles on vote in our polls 

online. You could be  
featured in a future issue!

     Other

                       Obama

    Clinton

http://newspaper.bcdschool.org
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STAFF Daniel Katz and Jessica Penzias
Co-Editors in Chief and Cofounders

Ask Coop!

Math Challenge

ln(bcds)
by MR. MACDONALD

Editor’s note: Mr. MacDonald 
taught a senior seminar called 
Lateral Thinking; this is one of 
the puzzles.

1. 26 = L of the A
2. 12 = S of the Z
3. 54 = C in a D (with the J)
4. 18 = H on a G C
5. 200 = D for P G in M
6. 57 = H V
7. 8 = S on a S S
8. 13 = S on the A F
9. 31 = I C F at B R
10. 20 = Y that R V W S
11. 56 = S of the D of I
12. 27 = C F in a C Y

Hint:

More Trivia; Link Blog
TOPH TUCKER ‘08

ONLINE ONLY

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 United States License. To view a copy of this  
license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/us/ or send a letter to Creative Commons, 171 Second Street,  
Suite 300, San Francisco, California, 94105, USA.

Coop,
I think I am in love with my 

best friend, but he seems to have 
fallen in love with another girl: 
Hannah Montana. No, not Billy 
Cyrus’ daughter, the actual televi-
sion character. I find this strange, 
but I must win his affection.

How do I beat Hannah Mon-
tana when she has the best of both 
worlds? Is she unstoppable? What 
to do?

Help is needed,
Disney Dreamer 

Dear Disney Dreamer,
Mm, I’ve seen this one be-

fore. You probably feel that, if 
you were a movie, he’d be the 
right guy. You’d be the best 
friend that he’d fall in love with, 
and in the end you’d be laugh-
ing and watching the sunset, it 
would fade to black, show the 
names, and they’d play that 
happy song. Maybe sometimes 
you walk a little faster in the 
school hallway just to get next 
to him. Some days, you might 
even spend a little extra time 
in the morning just to impress 
him. I don’t blame you.

Nobody’s perfect. Everybody 
makes mistakes, and everybody 
has those days. Remember that 
everyone has a flaw or a weak-
ness, and maybe your friend’s 
downfall is his infatuation with 
America’s favorite Disney star. 
If you recognize his problem, 
maybe you can be the one to 
pull him out of it. Go right 
ahead and compete with Han-
nah Montana, you have noth-
ing to lose!

You can be glamorous just 
like he sees in all the maga-
zines. You can be cool as ice, or 
anything you want to be. Stay 
strong, and stay positive. Your 
friend will soon remember that 
Hannah Montana is only avail-
able each night from 7:00-7:30 
PM Eastern. He’ll realize what 
he’s missing out on and say, “I 
can’t wait to see her again.”

Learn from Hannah! Flirt, 
and have some fun. Make your 
best friend notice and don’t 
suppress your feelings! If all 
this doesn’t work, a little imagi-
nation has been known to go 
a long way…grab yourself a 
Hannah Montana wig, a pair 
of knee-high boots, and some-
thing sequin-ey, and see what 
your friend thinks then!

Just take this situation and 
turn it all around. With a new 
attitude, everything can change, 
just make it how you want it 
to be. Life’s what you make it. 
You’re gonna get what you de-
serve, because you got nerve.

- Coop

Dear Coop,
I am in love with my teacher. I 

know its completely inappropriate 
but I cant help it. He’s perfect. I 
think about him constantly.What 
should I do?

Sincerely,
Classroom Crush

Dear Classroom Crush,
GO FOR EXTRA HELP AS 

MUCH AS POSSIBLE.
Just kidding. Bottom line: you 

can’t control who you’re crushin’ 
on. My only advice is: don’t act 
on your feelings…it will end 
horribly. It sucks to have to con-
tain your feelings, especially if 
they are as strong as you say, but 
I don’t think you have much of 
a choice in this case! As long as 
all evidence (hearts with his and 
your initials in them, sketchy 
love notes, etc.) have been hid-
den and/or destroyed, your only 
worry should be trying to con-
tain yourself in his class…

Good luck!
Coop                                 b

1. 26 = Letters of the Alphabet

The largest tire producer in 
the world (by number of 
tires produced yearly) is… 
the LEGO Group. OK, so 
they make miniature tires, 
but still, they make more 
than any other manufac-
turer.

More LEGO trivia: On 
average, there are 62 LEGO 
bricks for every person on 
Earth. Eight LEGO bricks 
can be combined in 8.3 tril-
lion different ways.

An Irish syndicate once 
gamed the Irish lottery by 
brute force attack, buying up 
almost all 2 million com-
binations of lottery num-
bers. They ultimately made 
modest gains of about half a 
million dollars.

The Beghilos alphabet con-
tains only ten letters. You 
may know it by its other 
name, Calculator writing.
The International Space Sta-
tion has a hefty multimedia 

library, including Star Wars, 
Lost, The Matrix, Lord of the 
Rings, The Princess Bride, A 
Charlie Brown Christmas, 
Apollo ��, and so on—but, 
oddly enough, no Star Trek.

Hydra are apparently bio-
logically immortal, and do 
not undergo aging.

All School President Peter 
Benjamin Wilmot can’t spell 
his own middle name.       b

BREAKING NEWS: DUMBLEDORE IS STRAIGHT
by MADDY KIEFER ‘08 

and TAYLOR HAIGLER ‘08

Early this morning, during a 
press release, special correspon-
dent Rita Skeeter revealed that 
deceased Hogwarts Headmas-
ter, Albus Percival Wulfric Brian 
Dumbledore, considered one of 
the greatest wizards of modern 
times, is in fact of the hetero-
sexual orientation. Professor 
Dumbledore is known for his 
defeat of dark wizard Gellert 
Grindelwald in 1945, a man 
who was perceived to be his first 
love. He also was famous for his 
discovery of the twelve uses of 
dragon’s blood and his work on 
alchemy with Nicholas Flamel. 

At a young age, Dumbledore 
befriended Godric’s Hollow 
neighbor Grindelwald. They 
were united by their mutual 
dreams of finding the Deathly 
Hallows and conquering the 
wizarding world for the “great-
er good,” together. Following 
Dumbledore’s tragic death at 
the hands of Severus Snape, he 
was widely believed to be of the 
homosexual orientation. A year 
ago, Sybill Trelawny, great-great-
granddaughter of the celebrated 

seer Cassandra Trelawney and 
professor of Divination, re-
vealed that she had a “vision” of 
Dumbledore’s true nature. Not 
long after that, Gilderoy Lock-
hart, author of Magical Me, 
published a tell-all novel of his 
time at Hogwarts, which men-
tioned his (now proven false) 
accusations that Dumb-
ledore made sexual advanc-
es towards him.

“Its bloody ridiculous 
that this git could make 
such a stupid comment 
about Dumbledore,” com-
plained Auror Ron Weasley, 
previous student of Dumb-
ledore. “That nutter has 
never spoken a true word in 
his entire pathetic life.”

After Harry Potter’s defeat 
of dark wizard Voldemort 
this June, Minerva McG-
onagall, longtime colleague of 
Dumbledore, was forced to take 
veritaserum, the “truth” po-
tion, in order for the ministry 
to determine the truth of what 
happened that night, and what 
led up to it. In the interview, 
when asked of her relationship 
with Dumbledore, she revealed 
the truth of his sexuality. Ap-

parently, throughout their long 
time friendship, their relation-
ship grew to be something more 
than “just colleagues.” Their 
escapades included late night 
rendezvous in the Room of Re-
quirement and secret trips to 
the astronomy tower to gaze at 
the stars.

Needless to say, this revelation 
brings up questions of what the 
other Hogwarts teachers might 
be doing at night. It makes us 
ponder the existence of illegiti-
mate children who might be the 
result of this clandestine affair 
and heir to Dumbledore’s for-
tune of unique treasures and 
considerable wealth.              b

Trivia                                               by TOPH TUCKER ‘08

EDITORS:
Toph Tucker, Maddy Kiefer, 

Taylor Haigler, Laura  
Bulkeley, Dana Spigelman

WRITERS:
Class of 2008: Jared Bellot, 

Liz Cobb, Jeff Higgins, Zack 
Levandov, Sarah Mink, Sam 
Packard, Dan Traficonte, 

Nick Tsakmaklis

Class of 2009: Sabrina Brown, 
Ali Cooper, Marco Fabrizio, 
Michael Firer, Sara Marsh, 

Sam O’Reilly, Jehane Samaha, 
Erik Tobias

Class of 2010: Riki Adams, 
Margaret Gregory, Adina 
Jick, Hayley Peck, Becca 

Pleskow, Tyler Starr, Carrie 
Widmer

Class of 2011: Emily  
Belowich, Gabby Gutman

Class of 2013: Lucas Judson

Faculty: Jan Devereux, Eli 
Goldberger, Rob MacDonald

PRINT DESIGN:
Toph Tucker, Maddy Kiefer... 

let’s be honest it was just us

SPECIAL THANKS:
Michael Maloney, the  

Development Office, the 
Yearbook, Mr. Lieser, Mr. 

Gow, the Harvard Crimson 
Press, the Maintenance 

Staff,  all visitors to our web 
site (including poll partici-
pants and commenters), and 
loyal beaver reader readers 
like you! See you next year.

NICK TSAKMAKLIS ‘08

http://newspaper.bcdschool.org
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Flight lessons
by J. BECKS ‘08

I took flying lessons and it 
was more or less me flying 

a Cessna 172R plane by my-
self. I decided to do this senior 
project to get a few steps closer 
to getting my pilots li-
cense. Over the past 
few weeks, we went 
over the basic rules of 
flight maneuvers (turns, 
banks, straight and level 
flight, etc.)

My first 
day was 
nuts. I had 
never before sat in 
a pilot’s seat and all of a 
sudden the instructor told me 
I was going to taxi to the run-
way and then take off. I was in 
complete control of a plane I 
had never so much as entered 
before. I was a little nervous but 
once we got in the air I was like, 
“aw sweet.”

One of the craziest things was 
practicing stalls. A stall occurs 

when there is not enough air 
passing over the wings so there 
was no lift. In the simulation, 
the plane fell out of the sky and 
I had to recover. It’s like being 
on a really tall roller-coaster 
and then getting up to the very 
top and dropping except you 
are in the air without a rail to 
keep you safe. I did pretty well 
the first time, but it was really 

scary. I just did my last land-
ing stall yesterday with 

wind gusts of 20 
knots. The 
plane was 
bouncing 
all over the 

place and we 
were really 

close to the ground. It 
was insane.

Overall, the experience was 
pretty amazing. I will always 
remember this one time when 
we flew over Beaver. I leaned 
over to my instructed and I was 
like, “yeah that’s where I go to 
school.” I flew right over the 
new Arts building and the soc-
cer fields. It was an unreal expe-
rience.                                   b

by SARA McDONOUGH ‘08

For my senior project, I have 
spent most of my time shadow-
ing members of the palliative 
care team at Beth Israel Dea-
coness Medical Center, includ-
ing Henry Feldman, a Beaver 
alum. Palliative care is a form 
of medical care that works with 
patients towards the end of 
their lives, focusing on who the 
patient is, and what they want 
to do with their medical treat-
ment.In addition to shadowing 
members of the palliative care 
team, I have also shadowed a 
hospitalist and his team, been 

to a Morbidity and Mortality 
(M&M) conference, and shad-
owed a pharmacist. 

While shadowing the hospi-
talist team, I learned about gen-
eral medicine by seeing a wide 
range of patients with a wide 
range of illnesses. I observed 
the business side of hospital 
care by going to a case manage-
ment meeting, where I learned 
about the team of people who 
are devoted to working out the 
details of getting each patient 
up and out of the hospital. At 
the M&M confer-
ence, I heard 
about how 

Shadowing a doctor at Beth Israel

Oh Beaver, 
how we shall 
miss thee…

easy it is for things to go amiss 
in a hospital. I left understand-
ing the importance of being 
thoughtful and thorough with 
each patient and of executing 
the fundamentals of medicine 
no matter how mundane they 
may seem.

This project not only showed 
me what it is like to work in a 
hospital, but the process that 
doctors and patients go through 
in palliative care. I realized how 
much of an effect doctors can 
have on their patients, even be-

yond the treatment 
they give.        b

1. Pitzer College – Lily Adair (taking a year off)
2. Johnson and Wales University – Jessica Amaizu

3. Syracuse University – Vicky Arroyo, Dana Spigelman,  
Zack Levandov, Melissa Lefkowitz

4. Colorado College – Emmy Barcelo, Jake Melito
5. University of Richmond – Jamie Beckingham, Lindsey Yudkoff

6. Brown University – Peter Wilmot, Jared Bellot
7. Boston University – Maria Boustany, Nick Tsakmaklis, Nicole Ju

8. University of Colorado at Boulder – Laura Bulkeley
9. George Washington University – Nicole Cassels
10. Clark University – Tin-Yan Chan, Julia Rubin

11. Duke University – Liz Cobb
12. University of Vermont – Hannah Hutton, Alexa Cohen

13. Evergreen State College – Anna Cohen
14. College of Charleston – Rob Corrigan

15. University of Rhode Island – Jessye Crawford
16. University of Miami – Stephanie Elias

17. Hampshire College – Andrew Emmons, Jason Oristaglio
18. Binghamton University – Arian Fararooy

19. Wheaton College – Sabrina Fiori, Theo Norton
20. University of Rochester – Eli Goldfarb, Micah Telegen

21. Hood College – Khadijah Gray
22. Queen’s University – Erika Gute

23. Skidmore College – Gage Hackford
24. Colby College – Taylor Haigler
25. Elon University – Sydney Hass

26. Hamilton College – Ephie Herskovitz
27. Bates College – Kate Maxwell, Jeff Higgins
28. Gettysburg College – Margaret Hollingsworth, Jon Paul
29. Dickinson College – Abby Sharaf, Avery Hunt
30. American International College – Chi-Chi Ibili
31. Brandeis University – Dan Katz, Josh Jick, Zanna Nevins
32. Trinity University – Jeremy Karpf
33. Hobart and William Smith – Oliver Katz
34. Occidental College – Maddy Kiefer
35. Tulane University – Kelly Kretschmar
36. University of Pittsburg – Minh Le
37. University of Denver – Evan Leventhal
38. Massachusetts College of Art – Yikun Liang
39. University of Chicago – Juliana Locke
40. Georgetown University – Sara McDonough
41. College of Wooster – Sophie Myers
42. Earlham College – Sarah Mink
43. Bowdoin College – Toph Tucker, Sam Packard
44. Carnegie Mellon University – Vivek Pai
45. University of Pennsylvania – Jessica Penzias
46. Washington University in St. Louis – Robbie Richler
47. Union College – Chris Rush, Scott Swartz
48. Emerson College – Sam Tincler
49. Tufts University – Dan Traficonte (taking a year off)
50. Lafayette College – Jacob Vance
51. Cornell University – Dan Woo

Heading off to college

http://newspaper.bcdschool.org


