
You better be a believer!

JESSICA PENZIAS ‘08

Throughout our first years at 
Beaver, Dan Katz and I acknowl-
edged a distinct void. While we 
found students to be both opin-
ionated and passionate when 
they had the opportunity to 
express their views, we noticed 
that the school lacked a concrete 
outlet for students to do so.

We initially created an online 
newspaper in order to establish 
a lasting school publication in 
an increasingly electronic world. 
While the website represents 
the future of this publication, 
this print issue is dedicated to 
the past. Through this tangible 
edition, we wish to express our 
love for the basic art of writing; 
we want to continue the legacy 
of past Beaver publications and 
encourage students who are like-
wise passionate about expressing 
themselves through the written 
word.

Throughout our journey, we 
discovered one thing to be time-
less: the desire to express oneself. 
When we founded the newspa-
per back in September, we were 
thrilled with the immediate 

The Beaver Reader
VOLUME I, Issue i MARCH 2008 http://newspaper.bcdschool.org

SIT VIS
NOBISCUM

MENTE 
ET MANU

NEWSPAPER-LESS NO MORE

enthusiasm we received from the 
student body. Since then, our 
staff has grown significantly and 
we have come to find some truly 
remarkable talent.

We are proud to present our 
first print issue. Thank you so 
much for your support!  b

The Fall of the 
Mixed-Grade 
Advisory
MADDY  
KIEFER ‘08

Most seniors remember the 
mixed grade advisories that 
were disbanded in September 
2005. Upon our promotion to 
the upper school in 2004, we 
were put in advisories with up-
perclassmen, which, although 
daunting at first, was eventu-
ally an experience that many of 
us appreciated. Older students 
provided us with all sorts of ad-
vice for surviving high school, 
from choosing classes to pri-
oritizing our responsibilities. 
Mixed grade advisories gave us 
the chance to hear first-hand 
about the stress of junior year, 
the complicated college process 
that followed, and the ultimate 
decision of choosing which col-
lege to attend before we had to 
experience it ourselves. They 
weren’t trying to scare us, but, 
rather, to prepare us. When 
questioned about what it was 
like when multiple grades were 
represented in his advisory, Pe-
ter Gow, the Director of Col-
lege Counseling, who has been 
working at Beaver for over 
twenty years, recalls, “I remem-
ber some great examples of good 
advice and important lore being 
passed down in those meetings 
from older students to younger 
ones.” He does believe, how-
ever, that “same-grade groups 
can be great ways for advisors to 
work together on issues related 
to grade-level concerns.” 

A year later, however, few 
were happy to hear that new ad-
visories were separated by grade. 
Toph Tucker, a senior who was 
in a mixed-grade advisory un-
til last year, says, “I know that 
the administration worries that 
older students will intimidate 
freshmen or some such thing, 
but having some representation 
from higher grades was one of 
the best things about my adviso-
ry.” Toph and I, who were both 
in Mr. Whitten’s advisory for 
three years, had such an amaz-
ing time in our mixed-grade ad-
visory that we were furious that 
the incoming freshman didn’t 
get this opportunity. Instead, 
they were essentially being cut 
off. We knew that keeping all 
of the freshmen apart from up-
perclassmen was a mistake. The 
freshmen, however, considered 
themselves lucky. The idea of 
having to spend half an hour 
with the “big kids” every week 
wasn’t appealing, so there were 
no objections from them. When 
asked his opinion on being in 
an all freshmen advisory, Willy 
Tucker, Toph’s younger brother, 
states that he was “pretty hap-
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Juno’s eggo is 
preggo
TAYLOR  
HAIGLER ‘08

From its outstanding soundtrack 
to its quirky dialogue, Juno has 
captured audiences of all ages. 
It has done extremely well in 
the box office due in part to 
its exceptionally positive criti-
cal reception. Roger Ebert of 
the Chicago Sun-Times gave 
the film four stars, calling it, 
“just about the best movie of 
the year.” He then added, “Has 
there been a better performance 
this year than Ellen Page’s cre-
ation of Juno? I don’t think so.”

This movie was directed by Ja-
son Reitman, well known for his 
movie Thank You For Smoking, 
and written by first-time screen-
writer Diablo Cody, known for 
her novel Candy Girl: A Year in 
the Life of an Unlikely Stripper. 

THE ORIGINAL STAFF

The duo has crafted a beautiful 
film that is original, engaging 
and hilarious. 

If one were forced to catego-
rize Juno, it would fall into the 
often criticized “coming-of-age, 
teen, romantic comedy” cat-
egory. It is clear, however, that 
recent popular movies such as 
Superbad and Juno prove that 
this label isn’t necessarily a bad 
thing.

Ellen Page stars as Juno Mc-
Guff, a witty, teenage girl living 
in a Minnesota suburb. She is 
wise beyond her years, yet hasn’t 
quite figured out her world or 
how she fits in. Juno’s single 
experimentation with sex with 
her geeky, tic-tac popping, best 
friend Paulie Bleeker (Michael 
Cera) results in pregnancy. 

Juno faces this dilemma with 
the same smart, unconventional 
attitude that she always has and 
accepts her situation with matu-

Defining a 
Generation
DANIEL KATZ ‘08

We are a species that needs and 
wants to understand who we are. 
Sheep lice do not seem to share 
this longing, which is one reason 
why they write so little.
- Anne Lamott

In an op-ed piece from the May 
26th issue of the Boston Globe, 
author and journalist Thomas 
Friedman attempted to define 
our generation of youth. He 
eventually referred to us as the 
“Quiet Americans.” I suppose 
the label itself seems a bit harsh, 
so he went on to clarify his 
thoughts: “They are young peo-
ple who are quietly determined 
not to let this age…take away 
their hopes or steal the America 
they are about to inherit.” Yet, 
even after his explanation, I was 
left oddly bewildered. I suppose 
that I would never characterize 
our generation as passive.

The whole idea of defining a 
generation is often overdone. It 
is human nature to feel the need 
to put a label on every aspect 
of life, and organize it chrono-
logically. When we locate some-
thing that may seem indefin-
able, meaning it does not fit 
into any of our predetermined 
manila folders, human nature 
forces us to identify it as either 
supernatural, misunderstood, 
or religious. The fact is that it is 
comforting to state an identity, 
despite how superficial and un-
authentic labeling generations 
may be.

I have heard our generation 
branded in a handful of ways: 
from generation 9-11, to gener-
ation-X. Recently, I even heard 
it referred to as generation 
ADD, which makes more sense 

than I would have initially ex-
pected. However, the idea that 
our generation is “quiet” seems 
a bit out of line. Perhaps we 
are not parading in the streets, 
burning effigies and bras, but I 
believe that our voice as a collec-
tive youth is stronger than any 
generation before us. A simple 
search on the internet (arguably 
the most significant identifica-
tion of the generation) proves 
how lively we truly are. Show-
ing discontentment and civil 
disobedience has never been so 
simple, neither has sharing and 
promoting ideas. We are a gen-
eration of Americans defined by 
our redefinition of the norms. 
We are undoubtedly, and nota-
bly, open to new and innovative 
choices. We push the limit, and 
we disregard timidity. We crave 
additional knowledge. Consid-
ering the record size of Amer-
ica’s graduating high school 
class, I believe we have come to 
view education as the gateway 
to progression. It is becoming 
more and more the norm to 
move on to a higher education 
after high school, which logical-
ly results in a brighter and more 
knowledgeable generation. But 
quiet? No, we are not quiet.

When walking through the 
halls of this school, it is clear 
just how loud we truly are. We 
all have opinions on how this 
school, and every aspect of this 
world, is run and we are not 
afraid to allow our voices to 
peak through the cracks. While 
all of the opinions may not be 
productive, it is important to 
open our minds to every angle 
of a subject. Perhaps there is a 
point to the entire ADD gen-
eration philosophy. We get tired 
and bored by systems and ro-
botic protocols almost instantly, 
and we struggle to pursue posi-
tive progression because of our 
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py” about being separated from 
the older students. As a reply to 
this comment, Toph remarks, 
“He just doesn’t know what he’s 
missing.”

One of the benefits of hav-
ing older students in our advi-
sory was that we were able to 
make friends in other grades 
and connect weekly. Mr. Gow 
recalls that he “certainly saw in-
ter-grade friendships develop.” 
These days, the only interac-
tions that most freshmen have 
with other grades are in extra-
curriculars, where they tend to 
isolate themselves and simply 
stay with the other students 
in their grade. By contrast, we 
could more easily branch out 
from the seventy or so people 
that we had class with every day 
and enjoy time spent with these 
other students. Since the end of 
the mixed-advisory era, there 
has been an increased separa-
tion between the grades. Hope-
fully this separation won’t reach 
the extreme that it has with the 
middle school. For a school that 
preaches a community without 
divisions, such separation in ad-
visories is counter productive. 

Currently, the only normally 
scheduled time that upper and 
middle school students are to-
gether is at All School Meeting 
once a week. Aside from that, 
upper schoolers occasionally 
visit the middle school wing to 
use the computer labs, but high 
school students are not even 
supposed to be in the first-floor 
middle school hallway. We are 
almost at the point where they 
might as well be two separate 
schools. 

Although the Middle School 
is not involved in the current 
Upper School advisory prob-
lem, and although it hasn’t yet 
reached the tipping point, these 
issues are becoming a pattern at 
Beaver. It is important for the 
school to recognize the negative 
effects that these changes are 
having on the student body, and 
for it to make strides to correct 
them. The first two lines of Bea-
ver’s school song read, “Stand 
we now to hail thee/Beaver, 
loyal and united,” but the unity 
of our school is at risk of dete-
riorating. If the school adminis-
tration continues to make these 
choices to separate the grades 
even further, however, the only 
occasions that the grades at Bea-
ver will mix will be in the hall-
ways. If it reaches that point, 
our small school will seem all 
the more lonely, and our close-
knit community as we know it 
today will cease to exist.  b

restless nature. Our hands shake 
at the sight of a policy we choose 
not to comply with, and we act 
– often in a collective force of 
some sort. A teacher of mine 
recently stated that her only 
complaint here at Beaver was 
that the students do not take as-
signments and grades passively 
and quietly; instead, Beaver 
students question the author-
ity of the teachers, and choose 
to argue in order to attain aca-
demic satisfaction. She seemed 
discouraged by the characteris-
tic. I was proud, and I still am 
proud of the ideas our student 
body promotes, and the actions 
that result.

It is because of that very pride 
and recognition of the poten-
tial of our student body that 
I take great pleasure in intro-
ducing you to the new Beaver 
newspaper. Together with Co-
Editor in Chief Jessica Penzias, 
I am proud to dispatch to the 
Beaver community a safe and 
effective medium for express-
ing discontentment and debat-
ing issues. If something bothers 
you, write an editorial about it. 
If something interests you, con-
vince us why we should care at 
all. This is your chance to have 
a voice, and acknowledge the 
voices of your fellow peers. Take 
the initiative to show just how 
loud and insightful you can 
be. Inspire, and allow yourself 
be inspired. Respond to other 
student’s opinions, and learn 
from other student’s experi-
ences. Complain if you feel the 
need, but explain to us why the 
matter is worth whining about. 
Embrace this new addition to 
the Beaver community. Define 
your own generation.

Welcome to The Beaver 
Reader: Student run, student 
written, and student fueled.

Quiet generation? We’ll just 
have to see about that.  b

Clichés are the 
Best Medicine: 
High School 
Musical
JESSICA  
PENZIAS ‘08

For a little context, High School 
Musical’s pedigree includes such 
films as Zenon: Z3 (“The Zecond 
Zequel”) and Brink, so you can 
be excused for underestimating 
it. This high school comedy, in 
which students often break into 
enthused song and dance, is of-
ten ridiculed by those over the 
age of 11. These people tend to 
mock the convenient plot lines 

and the not-so-subtle lessons 
the movie provides. The movie 
enforces such clichés as “what 
goes around comes around,” 
“tomorrow is another day,” and 
“All good things come to those 
who wait.” Above all, the film 
promises a happy ending com-
plete with a dance number no 
matter the circumstances.

Cinematic quality aside, cer-
tainly no critic can question the 
commercial success of the Dis-
ney Channel Original Movie. 
For the Disney Channel, its 
viewership was topped only by 
that of its sequel, which was the 
most watched cable broadcast 
in history. The film also incited 
a concert tour; is currently tour-
ing as an on-ice production, 
created two hit CDs, and sold 
countless DVDs. To everyone 

who stares cynically at these 
facts and even attributes the 
downfall of American integrity 
and the brainwashing of Ameri-
can youth to the Disney corpo-
ration—and there are people 
who do—I will not respond 
with a cliché. Instead, all I have 
to say is: DO judge a book by 
its cover.

While many adults question 
the High School Musical phe-
nomenon, in doing so, they 
miss the point of the film. I urge 
these people to accept High 
School Musical for what it is. 
High School Musical is not a 
success because it has profound 
insight, or needs an analytical 
eye. It is a success because it, in 
itself, is a cliché. It has been seen 
before. It is simple. It is repeti-
tive. It is repetitive. And overall, 

Too Much Homework?
ERIK TOBIAS ‘09

Youth Demand 
Change in  
Upcoming  
Election
JARED  
BELLOT ‘08

Maria Montessori once said, “If 
help and salvation are to come, 
they can only come from the 
children, for the children are 
the makers of men.” Surly her 
words have held true in the past; 
the youth of the 60’s played a 
major role in enacting social 
change as can be seen through 
the Civil Rights Movement and 
the rise of feminism, while the 
children of the 70’s made their 
voices heard through the hip-
pie movement and the rise of 
the gay rights activism. How-
ever, more recently, the young 
people of America have failed to 
make their mark on the coun-
try. Young voter turnout has 
been less desirable in recent 
elections, despite past efforts to 
raise participation and arouse 
some sort of general interest in 
the political process. No matter 
how many times we have been 
threatened to “vote or die”, the 
youth of America have main-
tained a steadily declining role 
in the political process since the 
close of the Vietnam War.

Today, these young voters, 
who for years have been virtu-
ally non-existent on the politi-
cal landscape, have burst onto 
the scene and established them-
selves as an incredibly powerful 
force in politics. In the 2004 
elections, youth voter partici-
pation (ages 18 to 24) was up 
to 47%, from just 36% in the 
2000 elections, and things are 
only looking up, many arguing 
that this new generation will 
exceed the power and influence 
of the young protesters of the 
Vietnam era. A recent article in 

the Boston Globe attributes this 
increase in participation to the 
September 11th terrorist attacks 
and the current crisis is Iraq.

The way in which the country 
and the current administration 
have dealt with these national 
issues has outraged a number of 
American youth, and they have 
decided the time has come to 
remind the country that they 
too are affected by the choices 
made by their elders. After all, 
it is our generation who will 
inherit the consequences of the 
War on Terror, and it is our 
generation who must cope with 
the effect of global warming on 
our planet. These youths are fed 
up with the same old partisan 
battles that have been raging 
in the halls of congress for de-
cades. They are tired of seeing 
democrats and republicans who 
always separate based on party 
lines, and refuse to reach across 
the aisle to get the job done, 
and they now understand that 
they can make a difference. The 
youth have seen with their own 
eyes what can happen when one 
chooses not to speak up. They 
were awoken from the slumber 
of political comforts and privi-
leges granted to them by their 
elders, and confronted with a 
harsh reality. Today, these youth 
desperately want change, and 
they want it now.

It is this call for change by the 
youth that has had the biggest 
effect on the current race. When 
Senator Obama announced that 
his campaign would focus on a 
new type of politics, a politics 
of hope, young people from 
around the nation, republican 
and democrat, rallied around 
this first term senator from Il-
linois. Despite Obama’s “issue” 
of inexperience brought up by 
other candidates, Obama’s call 
for change struck a chord in 
first time voters. They joined 
his campaign, and for the first 
time in far too long, re-took 
their place in politics, in effect 
forcing the other politicians to 

listen to this call for change. 
Senator Clinton of New York, 
a staunch advocate of the need 
for experience in for the presi-
dency, is now also speaking of 
the ways in which she would 
be able to bring change to the 
country. This block of youth 
voters has become larger than 
it ever has been in recent years, 
and candidates vying for the 
presidency are forced to take 
them in account when plan-
ning out their campaigns. This 
becomes evident as politicians 
turn to the internet more than 
ever before. Candidates have 
their own websites, Myspace 
pages and Facebook groups. 
YouTube has become an invalu-
able tool, and a bitter enemy as 
everything a candidate says is re-
corded and can be played back 
instantly anywhere across the 
nation, at any time of the day. 
While door-to-door campaign-
ing is still a powerful tool, it 
seems as though this generation 
has turned to the internet to get 
their candidate-of-choice’s mes-
sage across (yet another sign of 
the changing times).

The need to cater to this large 
voting block has opened up a 
completely new window, and 
has changed the presidential 
field entirely. No longer can 
a candidate ignore the youth 
or this call for change, for the 
people who are demanding this 
matter in the upcoming prima-
ries and caucuses, and when 
November shows up and the 
time to elect a new president 
arrives. And I think that it can 
be agreed that no matter what 
political party he or she comes 
from, the 43rd president of the 
United States will be forced to 
listen to the demands of a new 
generation of Americans: a gen-
eration which has been waiting 
listlessly in the shadows of their 
parents, frustrated with the lack 
of progress.  b
Milligan, Susan. “Youth Voters a Force 
in ‘08 Race.” Boston.com. 13 May 
2007. The Boston Globe.
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it is reassuring. The predictable 
plot lines, simple characters, 
and catchy songs do not need to 
be analyzed.

There is beauty and safety in 
clichés that children immedi-
ately connect to. High School 
Musical’s simplicity allows the 
viewer to be reduced to a child-
like state—to accept what they 
see before them because they 
have seen it before. Personally, 
I find it refreshing to watch an 
unoriginal story and to hear les-
sons that I have already learned. 
Frankly, if you are one of those 
sad people who are still resist-
ing the phenomenon that swept 
America, all I have to say is, “if 
you can’t beat them, join ‘em.”  
b

Dan Katz ‘08

EDITOR
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PRESIDENTIAL PROFILES
Barack Obama
...when Barack was two years 
old, his parents separated 
and a few years later di-
vorced. His mother re-mar-
ried an Indonesian Oil man-
ager and the family moved 
to Jakarta in 1967...

page 3

John McCain
...John followed in his father 
and grandfather’s footsteps, 
attending the United States 
Naval Academy. He did 
poorly, graduating in the 
bottom of his class, but he 
became a naval aviator...

Hillary Clinton
...she had an ordinary 
childhood, enjoying sports, 
slumber parties with her 
girlfriends and watching the 
Beatles on the Ed Sullivan 
Show. What differentiates 
her from most women...

Facebook
On October 24, after 
months of speculation, the 
AP reported that Microsoft 
had landed a deal to buy 
1.6% percent of social net-
working giant Facebook for 
$240 million. The deal val-
ues Facebook at $15 billion, 
and it gives Microsoft...

Halo 3
Since Halo 3 was launched 
on September 25, Bungie.
net reports that the “UNSC 
Kill Count”—the collec-
tive kill count for all Halo 
3 players—stands at around 
5.3 billion enemies. Glorifi-
cation of mass murder aside, 
it’s an impressive number...

Investigating 
Beaver’s  
Fundraising 
Guidelines
JEFF  
HIGGINS ‘08

For Beaver’s celebration of Mar-
tin Luther King and Social Ac-
tion Day, Mr. Principe and a 
number of students organized 
a t-shirt drive. They charged 
t-shirts home for a ten-dollar 
price− a common practice at 
Beaver. They plan to donate the 
money to an undecided charity. 
Little did they know, their tee 
shirt drive broke a few school 
rules.

“We screwed up,” admits Mr. 
Principe in response to the in-
cident. But the incident seems 
so innocent, so benevolent. All 
they did was sell t-shirts for an 
important cause--at 10 dollars, 
too, an unusually low price.

At Beaver, fundraising for 
charity breaks school rules. 
This, of course, includes Mr. 
Principe’s harmless sale of t-
shirts. The following rules can 
be found on page 20 in the 
student handbook everyone re-
ceived at the commencement of 
the school year:

All fundraising activities must 
meet the following criteria and 
be approved by the Director of 
Development:

1. Fundraising must be for 
Beaver-related activities. Fund-
raising for other organizations 
will not be allowed as it:

a) Implies a choice of one or-
ganization over another and

b) Competes with efforts to 
support certain organizations 
though the Hiatt Center.

2. Student-to-student fund-
raising is permissible. Student 
to parent fundraising is not. No 
letters will be sent home to par-
ents asking them for donations.

3. The contribution limit is 
15 dollars, whether for an out-
right donation or to purchase 
an item (food at a game, flowers 
at a performance, t-shirts, etc.)

4. Students will not be allowed 
to charge donations to school ac-

counts. I talked to Beaver’s Di-
rector of Development, Karen 
Hill, to try to understand why 
these guidelines are in existence. 
One of the focal reasons behind 
the guidelines is that fundrais-
ing for charity robs money from 
Beaver. The logic is: if parents 
are relentlessly hounded for 
money for x, y, and z charities, 
when the school asks parent to 
donate to the annual fund, they 
are likely to donate less money. 
Since the school rarely receives 
large endowments, Beaver re-
lies considerably on the annual 
fund. Karen Hill elucidated that 
such charity fundraising would 
not only make it more difficult 
to raise money for the annual 
fund, but also for prom and 
other student activities.

In addition, restricting fund-
raising for charity apparently 
inspires students to 
support the com-
munity around us 
in others ways, such 
as through the Hiatt 
Center. The admin-
istration wants stu-
dents to impart time 
and work hours, not 
just money. In addi-
tion, Ms. Hill also 
made the point that if there 
were nonstop, weekly fundrais-
ers going on around the school, 
they would likely become dis-
organized, jaded, and unsuc-
cessful. She also said the reason 
for the fifteen-dollar cap was to 
level the playing field for Beaver 
students who are not as wealthy 
as others.

In the words of Coach Will 
Morrison, “C’mon, you guys!” 
The fifth and final part of Bea-
ver’s bullet-pointed Mission is 
“Serve both school and soci-
ety with integrity, respect, and 
compassion.” This is a school 
that prides itself on events like 
the winter holiday celebration 
and on its strong relationship 
with the Hiatt Center. This is 
a school that boasts three fac-
ulty members solely devoted to 
community service, social ac-
tion, diversity, and cultural is-
sues. Yet, we are not allowed to 
fundraise for charity.

However, there is some fund-
raising allowed. For example, 
the Spare Change Drive to ben-
efit soldiers fighting overseas. 
The drive was followed up with 
a Wednesday forum presenta-

tion, and was heavily influ-
enced by the faculty. The drive 
was enormously successful. Just 
imagine though, without the 
school’s strict rules, individual 
donations could soar from 75 
cents to 16 dollars. But wait! 
That would prevent parents 
from donating to the all-impor-
tant annual fund.

Personally, I do not see the 
logic behind some of the guide-
lines. Fundraising is not allowed 
because it “Implies a choice of 
one organization over another.” 
Honestly, who has ever been 
ridiculed for donating to one 
charity over another? It is the 
equivalent of saying there can 
be no more fundraising to sup-
port victims of Hurricane Ka-
trina because it would not be 
fair to organizations helping the 
AIDS epidemic in Africa.

Let us take a look 
at Mr. Principe’s t-
shirts. What harm 
did that do to the 
annual fund? Tech-
nically, it was not 
even a fundraiser. 
The purpose of the 
drive was to spread 
awareness of Martin 

Luther King Day, so students 
would “make it a day on, not a 
day off.” Mr. Principe has not yet 
even counted how much money 
the drive made or decided upon 
a place to donate the money. Yet 
somehow, he “Screwed up.” The 
drive charged home shirts for a 
non-Beaver related activity.

Here is the bottom line: I 
think there should be momen-
tous edits made to the guide-
lines. At a gut level, banning 
charitable fundraising is flat 
out wrong and even immoral. 
Giving charity and helping the 
needy is a fundamental value 
in our society. I like the idea of 
having fundraising activity ap-
proved by the director of devel-
opment. Yet, do we really need 
to ban fundraising all together? 
I think not. If a student has a 
solid plan for a fundraiser, such 
as the spare change campaign, it 
should not be limited. If fund-
raisers are well planned and ap-
proved, I do not see the reason 
for a fifteen dollar cap, a ban 
from charging items home, or 
student-to-parent fundraising.

I wonder which unnecessary 
school rule Mr. Principe will 
undermine next.  b

Passive  
Acceptance: 
Beaver’s Liberal  
Ideology
SAM  
O’REILLY ‘09

“The progressive school teaches 
the child to think for himself in-
stead of passively accepting ste-
reotyped ideas. It keeps always in 
mind that each child is different 
from every other, and that what 
makes an educated person use-
ful in his particular walk of life, 
what makes him interesting, what 
makes him an individual, is not 
his resemblance to other people, 
but his differences.”

-John French
It’s the day of the Cum Laude 

Society induction. I walk into 
Bradley Hall with a snazzy shirt 
Mr. Manning let me borrow 
and a bowtie from Mr. Green-
berg’s room. Just before I take 
my seat in the back row, I say 
to a teacher, “Above or below 
five minutes when the word 
‘Progressive’ is used for the first 
time.” She laughs and answers, 
“Below.” I promptly take my 
seat next to Clay and have some 
time to marvel at his beard. Mr. 
Gow walks on stage. Guess what 
word was in his first sentence?

I am not saying that the fact 
that Beaver defines itself as a 
“progressive” school is a bad 
thing. In fact, it is something to 
be proud of. Beaver was one of 
the first so-called “progressive” 
schools to be founded. Some 
people may not realize how 
revolutionary the progressive 
education movement was at the 
time. Traditional education gen-
erally followed a script in which 
the teacher would talk, and the 
students would listen. This idea 
of progressive education cen-
tered on students thinking as 
individuals.

The progressive education 
movement was a success, and 
Beaver was an innovator in this 
entirely new field of thought. 
Progressive education today is 
immensely popular and helps 
many young independent 
thinkers. Progressive educa-
tion has spread and is now ex-
tremely popular all across the 

country and the world. Much 
like any revolution, the progres-
sive movement evolves. Such 
change is necessary for the pro-
gressive movement to remain 
progressive…to progress. Yet, 
how can Beaver continue to 
be progressive in a time of in-
creased awareness of progressive 
values across the nation? In to-
day’s world, what can Beaver do 
to further facilitate independent 
thought?

Do not get the ideas of be-
ing liberal and being progres-
sive mixed up because they are 
completely different. Beaver is 
a particularly liberal school in 
a politically liberal region of 
the United States. I find the 
curriculum in the English and 
History departments have a 
very liberal slant. Take History, 
for example: there is too much 
history to cover, so the depart-
ment must choose which parts 
are important for kids to under-
stand. That’s understandable, 
but these issues are presented in 
a biased way. In the 10th grade, 
I was educated about the huge 
injustice of Americans driving 
Native Americans off their land. 
I could not help but think that 
the curriculum had an agenda 
of making students disagree 
with the expansion. One thing 
that was not presented to us was 
what our country would be like 
if we had not taken that land. 
Would we be as powerful as we 
are? We are generally taught to 
disagree with a capitalist conser-
vative ideology. This is all rather 
ironic because that same ideol-
ogy helps to pay for our cars, 
houses, private school tuitions, 
and video game systems.

I decided to go to Beaver be-
cause I agreed with the basic ide-
als. My parents did not suggest 
that I go to Beaver; I took the 
initiative to say that I wanted to 
go to this kind of school. Beaver 
is a very liberal school and there 
is nothing wrong with that. It 
is important, however, that we 
address this reality...

“...I think that Bea-
ver has unintention-
ally become a place 
that does not truly 

harbor independent 
thought...”

Continue  reading online...

“At a gut level, 
banning chari-
table fundrais-
ing is flat out 

wrong and even 
immoral.”



Not long after, the space be-
low the old athletic office (which 
is now the Lost & Found) be-
came the new senior lounge. 
Complete with mini-fridge, 
another ping-pong table and a 
Nintendo videogame system, it 
was just as popular as the pre-
vious lounge. There was a small 
problem, however. It could be 
locked from the inside and was 
in a pretty secluded area of the 
school, providing an ideal set-
ting for some inappropriate ac-
tivities. After a few unfortunate 
incidents, it was finally closed a 
few years ago.

Since this time, Beaver has 
been senior lounge-less, some-
thing that I am sure many se-
niors are upset about, includ-
ing myself. Yes, the Foyer is an 
adequate social 
hangout, and 
sure, the library 
has some com-
fortable chairs, 
but these loca-
tions lack mini-
fridges and 
videogames. We would even be 
content with just a ping-pong 
table and a couch or two. Vari-
ous students and members of 
Student Council have tried, but 
the efforts don’t seem to be go-
ing anywhere. “We’re told that 
as seniors we’re supposed to be 
the leaders of the school, but 
it feels like, at every step of the 
way, when we try to be lead-
ers we’re shot in the knee,” la-
ments Micah Telegen ’08. All 
School President Peter Wilmot 
may have summed up the lack 
of progress best: when asked 
about the current situation, he 
said simply, “there is no senior 
lounge situation.”

The Book  
Elevator
Throughout middle school, I 
was puzzled by the apparent ex-
istence of a small elevator that 
led from the library down to the 
language wing below. I never re-
ally questioned what it was, but 
I knew that, behind the com-
puters in the main library area, 
there was a metal door with a 
few buttons next to it, so I just 
thought it was an out-of-date 
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MADDY KIEFER ‘08

After seven years at this school, 
I have noticed dozens of ran-
dom, curious, sketchy and 
frankly plain-old-creepy things 
about our school’s campus, be 
it a blocked-off room, a weird 
comment scratched into a table, 
or an unexplained storage cabi-
net that almost nobody has ever 
been in.

 My new weekly column is 
dedicated to finding, investigat-
ing and solving the mysterious 
secrets that Beaver holds with-
in its walls. While it has taken 
me seven years to discover this 
much, you, lucky reader, will 
have a head start. And remem-
ber, if you have discovered any 
more mysteries or oddities at 
Beaver, send me an email and 
I’ll make sure to look into it. So, 
without further ado, I now pres-
ent the first Beaver Mystery. 

The Courtyard 
of Dead  
Teachers
It is likely that many students 
have noticed the dog statue lo-
cated next to the weeping wil-
low in the courtyard at Beaver, 
which commemorates Shelley 
Tyre, the Head of the Middle 
School from 1977 to 1987. The 
statue is apparently modeled af-
ter Corey, Tyre’s Bernese Moun-
tain Dog, who used to sit in her 
office during the day. 

In 1987, Tyre moved to Thay-
er Academy, where she was also 
the Head of the Middle School 
until she died tragically while 
scuba diving in the British Vir-
gin Islands in 1999. According 
to witnesses, her husband, Da-
vid Swain, surfaced without his 
wife after being underwater for 
about thirty minutes. 

Not long after, someone dis-
covered Tyre’s body eighty feet 
below. The question was: why 
did Swain abandon her, and how 

Mysteries of Beaver
did she drown? Both Swain and 
Tyre were expert scuba divers, so 
not only is it surprising that she 
drowned, but it is also unclear 
why he never even attempted 
to revive her. Most experienced 
scuba divers would be familiar 
with CPR in case of emergency, 
but Swain didn’t even bother to 
bring her ashore.

A few years later, Tyre’s par-
ents brought the case to court. 
Evidence showed that Swain 
had cut off Tyre’s air supply, 
and Swain was found liable and 
fined $3.5 million in February 
2006. 

On one website, someone 
(presumably a former student 
of Tyre at Thayer) commented, 
“[Swain] is a f-ing weirdo, shelly 
was my middle school princi-
pal... he made a speech to the 
school a few days after her death 
w/ a grin on his face, giving 
thumbs up- ‘wasn’t shelly a neat 
character?’ not a drop of sadness 
in his voice... just creepy... we 
were all suspicious even then.”

Tyre’s influence at our school 
remains, even beyond the dog 
statue in the courtyard. Ev-
ery year, a handful of Middle 
Schoolers are awarded the “Shel-
ley Tyre Good Stuff Award” in 
her memory.

While Tyre’s story is likely 
the most dramatic, and while 
the dog is the most prominent 
memorial in the courtyard, she 
is not the only teacher being 
remembered there. There are a 
number of plaques throughout 
the area, prompting Mr. Gow 
to call it “the Courtyard of Dead 
Teachers.” 

Mary L. Clendenin and Con-
stance Churchyard both taught 
English at Beaver from the mid 
1920s until the late ‘40s. Vivi-
enne White is honored for her 
service as School Secretary from 
1930-1966, and Emily Walle 
Harris, founder of Beaver’s mu-
sic program, is appreciated for 
her 23 years of teaching music. 

Although these teachers’ his-
tories may not be quite as capti-

vating as Tyre’s, and while they 
don’t have a cute dog in memo-
ry of them, they are nonetheless 
appreciated for their dedication 
to our mysterious school.

The Senior 
Lounge
If you have ever had an art class 
in McElwain Studio, you’ve 
probably noticed a plaque next 
to a closed door (near the mid-
dle-school side staircase) that 
reads “SENIOR LOUNGE: 
Generously supported by the 
Parents of the Class of 1993.” 
You might have also wondered 
why it is no longer the senior 
lounge, and why there isn’t a 
new one to replace it. Unfortu-
nately, there is no concrete an-
swer for the second question. I 
can, however, answer the first.

As the plaque reads, this 
lounge was created in ’93 as a 
place where seniors could relax, 
talk, and, hypothetically, study. 
The windows on the door are 
currently painted over, but there 
is a centimeter-wide gap in one 
of the panes through which you 
can still peer. The room is now 
merely a storage area, but, ac-
cording to Mr. Gould ‘95, it was 
comfortable and sizable (at least 
for a class of 26, like Gould’s 
grade) when it was in use. Geoff 
Merrill ’96 remembers, “Bea-
ver was the first school I went 
to where I had the option of 
sleeping between classes.” With 
a number of couches, ping-
pong tables and Nerf basketball 
hoops, it was Merrill’s class’ “ha-
ven.” 

Unfortunately for Beaver’s se-
niors, the lounge did not last for 
long. According to Mr. McKin-
ney ’90, the lounge was closed 
in the late ‘90s (McKinney be-
gan teaching a few years prior). 
Apparently, some construction 
was being done on the school 
and the workers discovered that 
there was a support beam miss-
ing from the room and the floor 
had begun collapsing onto the 
faculty room, which lies below. 
After examining the space care-
fully and getting the Fire Mar-
shall involved, the school de-
cided that it was too unsafe to 
remain in use.

INTERESTING  
SIDENOTE: 

Back before any of this, what 
is now the Nancy Lincoln 
Gallery functioned as a stu-
dent lounge.

laundry chute. I suppose that 
if I had took a few minutes to 
actually think about it, I would 
have realized how ridiculous 
that scenario was. 

Turns out that it is a book 
chute, used for, quite simple, 
moving heavy stacks of books 
and magazines from floor to 
floor. There is one in the balcony 
area of the library, one behind 
the computers, and one across 
from the language office. The 
language office opening might 
be best explained by the fact 
that the entire lower floor of the 
science wing was once an open-
floorplan Middle School area, 
and that there was a nonfiction 
books section down there. (That 
also sheds some light on the odd, 
unused, closed-off staircase to 

the Language 
Wing from the 
Library.)

Perhaps the 
most myste-
rious thing 
about the 
chute, though, 

isn’t that it’s there, but that there 
are four buttons, but no sign of 
a fourth floor.

According to Ms. Horwitz, 
the chute can be used for books 
and magazines, but, unfortu-
nately, not people. It requires 
her key to operate, probably 
just to make sure that students 
don’t test the whole not-made-
for-a-human concept.  b
Thanks to Ms. Horwitz & Mr. Gow
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Oh FirstClass 
(with tips 
& tricks)
TOPH  
TUCKER ‘08

I, like many students, have 
a love-hate relationship with 
FirstClass. During the final 
stretches of the Junior History 
paper last year, I think many of 
us became painfully aware that 
it goes down from 2:00 AM to 
around 3:15 AM for backups. 
Web access is frequently unre-
liable, and has a nasty habit of 
logging you off after even the 
briefest spurt of inactivity—
without notifying you or saving 
your message-in-progress. (I’ve 
heard it said that “FirstClass is 
down” is the new “My printer 
broke” is the new “My dog ate 
my homework.”)

Even when, technically speak-
ing, it works fine, there are is-
sues. Take, for instance, the 
trichotomy of Middle School 
News, Upper School News, and 
Student News. Theoretically, all-
school announcements should 
go in Student News, Middle 
School-only announcements 
should go in Middle School 
News, and Upper School-only 
announcements should go in 
Upper School News. But in 
practice, there are very few 
announcements that are that 
specific. Usually, items just get 
posted everywhere they can, 
which results in a tremendous 
amount of redundancy.

Occasionally debates spring 
up. For instance, is it acceptable 
to campaign for class officer in 
Student News? A couple months 
ago, a lengthy discussion of 
the merits of various superhe-
roes took over Student News 
for several days. It makes me 
wonder whether there should 
be a conference just for discus-
sion—where better to debate 
school policy than on the email 
system that most people check 
regularly? (Well, the newspaper, 
for one!)

In any case, FirstClass is a 
huge part of our school, yet one 
that is not always well-under-
stood. To help you make the 
most of it, we’ve compiled a list 
of useful tips and tricks.
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Toph’s Terrific Tech Tips

Want to download the First-
Class client at home? Good 
idea—it’s much better and 
works more often. Setting it up 
is simple; go to our web site for 
download links. Stuck using it 
in a browser? That’s fine. A few 
tips:

a. The site is http://
fc.bcdschool.org/login (in case 
you forget)

b. It has a tendency to log 
you out while you’re writing a 
message without telling you. So 
when you try to send it, it’ll tell 
you you’ve been logged out, and 
your message will be lost. Just in 
case, get in the habit of copy-
ing the text of your message be-
fore sending it. (On Windows, 
with the cursor in the message 
box, Ctrl-A followed by Ctrl-C 
should do it. Ctrl-V pastes your 
message back in if you lose it.)

Out of storage? At a certain 
point you’ll need to delete some 
messages to send new ones. If 
it still won’t let you send any-
thing, try logging out and then 
back in.

FirstClass only saves mes-
sages for one year. You can keep 
a message for longer by right-
clicking it, clicking Properties, 
and setting the Expiry Period to 
“Never.” (Pretty soon, though, 
you’ll start bumping up against 
that storage limit.)

FirstClass goes down for 
server maintenance every night 
between 2:00 and 3:15 AM. 
Keep that in mind when you’re 
putting the finishing touches 

on your History paper at 1:45 
AM.

Did you just accidentally 
send a message without at-
taching something? Did your 
message have an unfortunate 
misspelling? Click “Unsend” 
on the toolbar. It’ll only work 
when sending messages to other 
school accounts, but it can be a 
life-saver.

FirstClass stalking: click the 
“History” button on the tool-
bar to see who has read your 
emails.

FirstClass’ quirks, small stor-
age limit, and downtime mean 
that your messages aren’t par-
ticularly safe. But you can set 
it up to automatically forward 
everything you get to another 
email address. You won’t be able 

to reply to the sender, and you 
won’t have access to some mes-
sage info (e.g. time sent, time 
received, time read), but it’s a 
lot better than nothing. My 
FirstClass account forwards ev-
erything to my Gmail account, 
so I can delete big 10MB emails 
on FirstClass but still have them 
on Gmail, and I can read my 
emails even when FirstClass is 
down. To set this up…

a. In the program: on the 
Desktop, go to Edit (at the 
top menu bar) and click Pref-
erences. In the Messaging tab, 
under “Automatically forward,” 
type your email address in the 
“Forward to:” box. Select “Yes” 
in the drop-down boxes for Lo-
cal Mail, Internet Mail, and 
Voice/Fax Mail. Where it says 
“Method,” make sure it says 
“Forward.” (Do NOT set it to 
redirect, or else it won’t show 
up in your FirstClass mailbox.) 
Click the OK button in the bot-
tom-right.

b. On the web site: on the 
Desktop, click Preferences on 
the left. Scroll down to messag-
ing. Under “Automatically for-
ward,” type your email address 
in the “Forward to:” box. Select 
“Yes” in the drop-down boxes 
for Local Mail, Internet Mail, 
and Voice/Fax Mail. Where it 
says “Method,” make sure it 
says “Forward.” Scroll all the 
way down and click the Save 
button.

You can customize your First-
Class appearance, both the 
program and the web version. 
Play around with the different 
options—you’ll have to log out 
and back in to see the changes.

a. To change the appearance of 
the program, go to Edit (on the 
menu at the top), Preferences, 
and then the Viewing tab. Look 
at the drop-down options next 
to “Client interface.” “First-
Class Explore,” for instance, lets 
you keep everything—desktop 
menu, mailbox, and the message 
you’re currently reading—in a 
single window. (You can change 
other aspects of the appearance 
under the General tab.)

b. To change the appearance 
of the web version, again go to 
Edit, Preferences, and then the 
Web tab. There are a couple of 
interesting options in the drop-
down menu next to “Web client 
interface.” For instance, “Mo-
bile Device” gives a simplified 
interface optimized for viewing 
on, say, an iPhone or another 
cell phone. 

A commenter on our web 
site pointed out another fantas-
tic feature of FirstClass--chat. 
There are several different ways 
to start one, but the simplest 
might be clicking “Who’s On-
line” on the desktop toolbar 
and clicking Instant Message on 
the toolbar. (There’s also a Chat 
button somewhere.) From there 
you can invite people with the 
button in the lower right.

Have any other good tips? 
Any questions? Any thoughts 
on FirstClass, on the purpose 
of the news conferences, or any-
thing else? We welcome your 
comments.  b

Faculty Spotlight:

Mr. Lieser
JEHANE  
SAMAHA ‘09

This is the first installment of 
the “Faculty Spotlight” column, 
which highlights teachers and 
other faculty members whom you 
may not know too much about, 
beginning with a lot of the newer 
faculty. Along with some insight 
into their lives, you might get 
some fun facts to tease your teach-
ers about, too. 

Michael Lieser is a new upper 
school English teacher at Beaver, 
and the advisor for this news-
paper. Because of this, he was 
a prime target for our first in-
terview. I sat down to talk with 
Mr. Lieser on the blue couch of 
the English Office, and here’s 
what I learned:

Mr. Lieser just moved to Bos-
ton from the San Francisco Bay 
area in California. He had lived 
there for five years, but now he 
has relocated to Jamaica Plain. 
As he says, “It was a lot of fun to 
be out there, but I feel like New 
England is more home than 
anywhere else.” He particularly 
enjoys the atmosphere in JP; 
“It’s a lot friendlier and more 
diverse than I thought Boston 
would be.”

As a child, he moved around 
a lot, living in the south, the 
Midwest, and then attend-
ing high school and college in 
Maine. “When people ask me 
where home is, that’s a pretty 
complicated question,” says 
Mr. Lieser. In Maine, he went 
to John Bapst Memorial High 
School and Bowdoin Col-
lege. In college, Mr. Lieser was 
acquainted with Beaver His-
tory teacher Ms. Melvoin, who 
played Rugby there.

When I asked him how he 
would describe his former high-
school self, he depicted himself 
as a good, responsible student, 
but one who suffered from “a 
big head” late in his senior year. 
He says, “When I look back on 
it now, it was sort of the big fish 
in a small pond syndrome. But 
then, when I got to college, and 
I was around a lot of people 
who were much smarter than 
I was… I was kind of cut back 
down to size.”

In high school, he didn’t enjoy 

calculus; however, his goal was 
to become a doctor. In fact, he 
missed so many calculus classes 
his senior year that his teacher 
threatened to keep him from 
graduating. He made it through 
a lot of college pre-med require-
ments, but then realized that 
what he really enjoyed were “the 
humanities and English.”

One of Mr. Lieser’s hobbies 
is skiing. Currently, he only 
skis recreationally, but in high 
school he did Sugarloaf and the 
New England race circuit, and 
then skied in college. He says, 
“It’s always something I’ve been 
passionate about… there’s been 
some talk about organizing 
some ski trips this year at Bea-
ver. We’ll see if we can put to-
gether some student groups and 
head up on a weekend, maybe 
get some good snow.”

He has just finished his 
Master’s Degree at Middlebury 
College’s Breadloaf School of 
English. He describes this pro-
gram as “A Master’s program 
that’s kind of like a summer 
camp for English teachers.” For 
his thesis, one major source that 
he analyzed was the movie “The 
Big Lebowski.” He says, “People 
often think, ‘oh, that’s just a sil-
ly stoner movie’ but what they 
don’t recognize is all the intrica-
cies that it has.”

He has no pets, and he isn’t 
married. However, his parents, 
who live in Maine, have a yel-
low lab. Mr. Lieser has no tat-
toos (or so he claims). The fun 
fact that he shares with his stu-
dents on the first day of class 
is that he really likes York Pep-
permint Patties, and his favorite 
part is the sound that they make 
when they are broken open. He 
says the sound is “soft and sub-
tle.” He just turned 29 this past 
September, but don’t wish him 
a happy birthday next year; he 
wants that milestone to slip by 
unnoticed.  b

Mr. Lieser’s high school  photo



Star Wars
TOPH TUCKER ‘08

Lucasfilm, Warner Bros., and 
Turner Broadcasting recently 
announced a deal that will 
bring a new 3D animated film 
(think Pixar), titled Star Wars: 
The Clone Wars, to theaters ev-
erywhere this August 15. The 
movie will be continued as a TV 
show on Cartoon Network and 
TNT shortly thereafter.

The film and show take place 
in-between Episodes II and III 

during the Clone Wars, a period 
ripe with potential. Stylistically, 
it’s a major departure from Epi-
sodes I – VI, namely in that it is 
essentially a cartoon. If you saw 
the 3-15 minute cartoon shorts 
on Cartoon Network back 
around 2004, you have the right 
idea. Indeed, that series (titled 
Star Wars: Clone Wars, with-
out the “the”) served as a sort of 
pilot for this one. But visually, 
this is dramatically more com-
plicated. Indeed, it’s truly like 
nothing you’ve seen before… 
except maybe a videogame.

Speaking of which, LucasArts 

NY Fashion 
Week
SMINKUS ‘08

Despite fashion’s frivolous na-
ture, the tents in Bryant Park 
fill to capacity twice a year with 
hordes of magazine editors, up-
scale department store buyers, 
celebrities, socialites, and those 
who fall under no labels or too 
many to count. Also in atten-
dance are people who have once 
graced the halls of Beaver with 
their noteworthy presence—
namely Eliza Dushku, a Bea-
ver mystery herself. All sharing 
the prerequisite of being well 
dressed, these people fly into 
New York or walk across the 
street to be part of the extrava-
ganza that is Fashion Week, 
specifically, the semi-annual 
Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week. 
First held in 1943 during the 
Second World War, its goal was 
to take the attention away from 
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rity. Throughout the film, Juno 
deals with the annoyance of her 
pregnancy, a peculiar prospec-
tive adoptive couple and her 
on-again, off-again relationship 
with Bleeker.

The acting in this movie is 
incredible. Ellen Page nails the 
role of the mega-cool and com-
plex Juno. And no one could 
capture the awkward charm of 
Paulie Bleeker as well as Mi-
chael Cera. 

The adoptive couple is played 
by ever-so-funny Jason Bate-
man, Michael Cera’s former co-
star on “Arrested Development”, 
and movie star Jennifer Garner. 
These two play their parts well, 
portraying an unsure guy who 
is not quite ready to grow up 
and accept responsibility and 
a woman who wants nothing 
more in life than to be a moth-
er. The rest of the cast members, 
known for their strong roles in 
other productions, live up to 
their reputations as well. Cody’s 
script and Reitman’s direction 
allow the personalities of these 
unique characters to emerge.

Though Juno seems like a 
tearjerker chick flick, it has 
something for everybody. Guys 
can enjoy the clever rhetoric and 
cool music, while girls swoon 
over Bleeker’s “bony bod”. 
From the first scene, where 
Rainn Wilson (AKA Dwight 
Schrute, from “The Office”) 
tells Juno her “eggo is preggo,” 
to the time Juno refers to herself 
as “the cautionary whale,” this 
movie will have you in hyster-
ics, despite your gender. 

The dilemma of a pregnant 
teenage girl faced with the real-
ity of giving up her baby is not a 
groundbreaking story line, and 
could probably be seen on Life-
time any night of the week, but 
Juno sets itself apart as a heart-
felt and serious comedy.

While practically every movie 
has a soundtrack, the songs in 
most are often nothing more 
than background music to fill 
in silences and are compiled 

Juno’s Eggo is 
Preggo

continued from front page...

into an album in hopes of ad-
ditional revenue for the pro-
duction. However, Juno is an 
exception as the movie’s iden-
tity is greatly shaped by its mu-
sic. The eclectic music styling 
of Kimya Dawson, The Velvet 
Underground, The Kinks, Belle 
and Sebastian and even a song 
sung by Ellen Page and Michael 
Cera themselves are, in part, the 
spirit of the film. 

The soundtrack, which mixes 
classic rock favorites with indie-
rock gems, seems to add sadness, 
anger and humor to the movie. 
The composer Mateo Messina 
had this in mind when he based 
the film’s score on Dawson’s 
music, who has eight tracks in 
the movie.

Juno has done very well in the 
independent film socket and 
has gone on to earn four acad-
emy award nominations. Ellen 
Page is up for Best Performance 
by an Actress in a Leading Role, 
Jason Reitman was nominated 
for Best Achievement in Direct-
ing, Diablo Cody was selected 
for Most Original Screenplay 
and the movie itself is up for 
the Best Motion Picture of the 
Year.

Along with critics across the 
country, Juno got rave reviews 
right here at Beaver. Sophie 
Meltzer described it as “heart 
wrenchingly hilarious” and 
Dana Spigelman, President of 
the Movie Club said it was, 
“pure fun from start to finish”. 
However, some didn’t catch on 
to the brilliance that is Juno, 
like Peter Wilmot, who referred 
to the film as “good” but said, “it 
could have used more action”. 
Peter must have been asleep 
when Juno expounded on her 
love of bloody and gory horror 
films or when Bren, Juno’s step-
mother, verbally attacked an ul-
trasound technician.

Juno teaches us that life 
doesn’t always happen the way 
you thought it would but, more 
often than not, it happens for a 
reason. Juno is this year’s break-
out indie flick (like last year’s 
“Little Miss Sunshine”) because 
of its unforgettable characters, 
original humor and infinitely 
quotable lines.  b

“Gossip Girl” 
does not live up 
to expectations 
but still draws 
in viewers
MARGARET GREGORY ‘10

“Gossip Girl” aired last year 
on September 19, 2007, and 
immediately became one of 
television’s hottest new shows. 
The teenage party scene in New 
York’s Upper East Side has ev-
eryone talking and people just 
can’t get enough. The televi-
sion series is based on the award 
winning series written by Cec-
ily von Ziegesar. “Gossip Girl” 
is incredibly entertaining and 
addicting. 

The show has eight main char-
acters, all with different back-
grounds and agenda. Serena van 
der Woodsen (Blake Lively) was 
a teenage party girl who was spi-
raling out of control when she 
left town suddenly without tell-
ing anyone. 

The show starts when she re-
turns from her long break as a 
new, more responsible young 
woman. Serena’s best friend 
is Blair Waldorf (Leighton 
Meester). Blair is a manipulat-
ing and conniving girl who is 
dating Nate (Chase Crawford). 
Nate is a fun and popular guy 
who drives his fictional cast 
mates and viewers alike insane 
with his charm and good looks. 
Nate, seemingly a simple social-
ite, displays his complex side 
when coping with his trouble-
some family life, causing an in-
teresting twist.

The dramatic premiere upset 
many viewers because the char-
acters and setting did not live 
up to the infamous novels. The 
writers took the liberty of ad-

French fashion when traveling 
to France wasn’t possible for 
fashion journalists.

New York Fashion Week is 
very much like an art festival 
backed by German automo-
tive sponsors. The designers are 
the artists, and the runways are 
the galleries on which the art is 
displayed for the world to see. 
As art is illegal to forge, the de-
signer’s guild has worked hard 
to copyright their designs, but 
clothing and accessories are still 
copied and mass-produced in 
such stores as Century 21. The 
designs that came down on the 
runways on top models such as 
Coca Rocha and Agyness Deyn, 
however, were completely origi-
nal creations.

Fall MMVIII (2008) fashion 
week began on February 1st and 
finished on February 8th. Over 
100,000 guests were expected to 
attend, which included 3,000 of 
the worldwide press and fashion 
industry. Some lucky college 
students worked on the shows 

behind the scenes and as seat-
fillers. One NYU student who 
volunteered at the Y-3 show de-
scribed it as: “Great! I got stuck 
in the second row (VIP section), 
which was both terrifying and 
the coolest moment of my life!”

Whether or not you approve 
of the models’ weight, or even 
the consumer culture that the 
week represents, the spectacle 
of Fashion Week has become a 
tradition in cities worldwide. 
However, the Internet has made 
the exhibition of designs avail-
able to those who cannot make 
it to the tents in Bryant Park, 
which were decorated this year 
as Greco Roman “Temples of 
Fashion.” All the collections 
are available for your viewing 
pleasure on www.style.com, as 
are front row and backstage pic-
tures, including an appearance 
by the not-so-well-dressed Ms. 
Dushku. Stay tuned for collec-
tion highlights and the after-
math.  b

justing the television story line, 
a necessary step to distance itself 
from a well-know plotline.

The book’s characters are 
much more dramatic and the 
situations that they get them-
selves into are more extreme, 
living up to the shock value that 
American pop culture demands. 
Despite their discontent, most 
viewers voted that they still 
watch the show religiously

Sadly, the show has been on 
a hiatus since the start of the 
2007 writers’ strike. “It’s been 
a very weird, surreal sad time. 
Both shows are going great 
and everyone loves working on 
them, so to have to step away 
from the shows is very painful,” 
said Josh Schwartz the creator 
of “Gossip Girl.” 

It is clear that shows that 
had just begun to air their first 
season (like “Gossip Girl”) are 
truly suffering as a result of the 
writers’ strike. They have had a 
downfall in viewers but are still 
doing well.   b
Don’t forget to check out: “Gossip 
Girl” reruns on The CW Mon-
days at 9\8c!

will be releasing its latest project, 
a video game called Star Wars: 
The Force Unleashed, around the 
same time.

Continue reading online...

• LOST •
By coming back from the future and 
teaming up with Oxford Daniel to de-
mystify and reverse-engineer the phe-
nomenon, was Desmond going against 
the will of the universe (if you will)? 
Was he swimming upstream? Does 
he still have a purpose? Ms. Hawking 
said, “You may not like your path, Des-
mond, but pushing that button is the 
only truly great thing that you will ever 
do.” The ONLY great thing? Well, he’s 
done that, so... is he now expendable?

Discuss the latest episode  
every week online under  

Arts + Living!

IN BCDS THEATER NEWS: 


On March 1, this year’s Ad-
vanced Drama play, “Episode 
in the Life of an Author,” 
competed in the Mass. Guild 
High School Drama Festi-
val. The troupe, directed by 
Jen Yolles, was triumphant in 
the preliminary round, mov-
ing on to the semi-finals and 
picking up nine awards for 
individual work. Come sup-
port the cast and crew as they 
compete in the semi-finals:  
9:30 am on Saturday, March 
15 at Marblehead High school.

Images © Lucasfilm Ltd. 2008

Adv. Drama Festival
KATZ & PENZIAS ‘08

ONLINE ONLYArts & LivingTaylor Haigler ‘08

EDITOR
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A Look Back at 
the Varsity Vol-
leyball Season
MARGARET  
GREGORY ‘10

The 2007-2008 Beaver Coun-
try Day School varsity volley-
ball season was impressive com-
pared to years past. Last year, 
varsity won two games and this 
year the team has doubled that 
record with four wins.

The team consisted of six 
starting seniors, one junior, and 
two sophomores. Captain Liz 
Cobb was a leader both on and 
off the court, bringing laughs to 
practice and intensity to games. 
Additionally, Khadijah Gray 
made over 25 kills and 73 at-
tempts, making her the number 
one hitter on the team. She nev-
er lets a block go unblocked or 
leaves a hit un-hit. Every player 
has a sense of leadership and 
teamwork, which makes varsity 
volleyball such a cohesive team. 
“The team is so close it’s unbe-

lievable, I have never been on a 
team where everyone is friends 
and gets along so well!” says 
Brooke Parker, a junior on the 
team.

The head coach, Aaron Mont-
gomery, pushes the players ev-
ery day in practice. He encour-
ages them to try their hardest 
and to work as a team. Aaron 
also coaches at Northeastern 
University and is the assistant 
coach at Newbury College. His 
knowledge of the sport is ex-
traordinary and he always has a 
fun drill for the team to try out 
at practice.

In the end of the season, the 
team collected just enough wins 
to attend the EIL tournament, 
beating out Newton Country 
Day for the eighth spot. Al-
though the team lost to both 
Pingree and Concord at EILs, 
they were competitive against 
some tough teams. “It was a re-
ally good season,” commented 
Captain Liz Cobb. “Our team 
had great chemistry, we im-
proved significantly during the 
season, and we did better than 
anyone could have expected.”   
b

Golf team wins 
EILs
ERIK TOBIAS ‘09

It was a damp, gloomy after-
noon when the swirl of yellow 
and blue hit the soggy turf of 
Putterham Golf Club. The Bea-
ver Golf Team sported their new 
overwhelmingly colorful yellow 
and blue Vineyard Vines uni-
forms for the first time this year. 
The team was off to a brilliant 
start as usual, having seven wins 
and one loss this year. However 
on October 10th, Beaver played 
a newcomer to the league, 
Portsmouth Abbey. Both teams 
headed into this match tied for 
first place. Both teams came out 
strong, but Portsmouth Abbey 
stood no chance against Beaver’s 
skilled team. The team claimed 
five wins and one tie that day. 
This match moved Beaver into 
first place. As Max Campion 
put it, “It was close today, but 
we really stuck this one out and 
won the match.”

Max is currently one of the 
best players in the league and 
is a co-captain of the team. He 
came in with a whopping one 
over par, 37. The team’s number 
two player, Adam Buchinder, 
came in with a level par, 36. 
Erik Tobias, the team’s number 
three player shot a two over par, 
38, while the rest of the team 
shot scores of 40, 41, or 48. As 
coach Larry McKinney said, 
“Not only did the team play 
well today, but they were the 
best dressed team in the league.” 
Some say the colors intimated 
the other the team, but as a co-
captain Jamie Beckingham put 
it, “we simply played our best 
out there today!” 

The team had another strong 
season overall this year, con-
tinuing their role as pride of 
Beaver Athletics. They finished 
the season 14-2, winning the 
league tournament on Novem-
ber 7 in Concord. Max Cam-
pion was the league’s MVP and 
an All-Star for the second year 
in a row, and Adam Buchbinder 
was named an All-Star for the 
season.   b

Loss to Kansas 
revealing  
for BC
DANA  
SPIGELMAN ‘08

Editor’s note: While this article 
is out-of-date, we thought it pre-
scient and worthy of inclusion.

Kansas’ post players produced 
55 points including 25 from 
junkyard dog Darnell Jackson, 
who rarely scores far away from 
the basket. Kansas exposed BC 
all the way around. They were 
simply too weak and too slow 
in their defensive rotations to 
stop the tough Jackson and the 
polished Darrell Arthur. Kansas 
point guards routinely stood 
beyond the three-point line 
and lobbed alley-oops over the 
unaware BC defenders to their 
dominating big man. Al Skinner 
was simply out coached as Bill 
Self was able to time and again 
find the flaws in BC’s game plan. 
However, Skinner can only be 
blamed to a certain extent. BC 
showed their youth, commit-
ting 14 turnovers and making 
horrible decisions at every turn. 
Tyrese Rice committed six turn-
overs, unusual for the smart and 
instinctive point guard. Rakim 
Sanders was caught taking aw-
ful fade-away three pointers 
and Corey Raji seemed overly 
passive. It certainly got ugly in 
Conte Forum.

The young BC squad also 
showed their youth. Biko Paris 
was not bothered at all by the 
most intense pressure he will 
ever have to face, reversing his 
dribble and easing his way up 
the court against the intense 
Russell Robinson, Sherron 
Collins and Mario Chalmers. 
Rakim Sanders, while at first 
showing his youth, scored 14 

points and led a minor second 
half surge with a barrage of 
threes and an electric put-back 
dunk. Through the first half Ty-
rese Rice also showed just how 
good he can be, dominating 
Kansas and keeping BC in the 
game as long as he could. Rice 
has a history of stepping up in 
big games against quality point 
guards, dating back to games 
against UNC, Georgetown and 
others over the past two years. 
Those strong spotlight perfor-
mances can only be an indica-
tion of further success to come 
for the BC star.

With only a match up against 
a weak Robert Morris squad 
left, BC has just about finished 
off their non-conference sched-
ule. In somewhat of a rebuild-
ing year, the realistic goal for 
BC has become a NCAA tour-
nament bid and they will have 
to play well now to achieve it. 
With a win over Robert Mor-
ris, BC will go into ACC play 
at 11-3 (1-0 inside the confer-
ence). With only the fifteen 
conference games left BC has a 
pretty easy conference schedule, 
facing Duke and Clemson each 
only once. The remaining games 
are against beatable teams and a 
9-6 mark against the remain-
ing schedule appears attainable. 
That would leave BC 20-9 with 
a 10-6 record in the ACC and a 
lock for the NCAA tournament. 
While this is attainable, it is 
still highly unlikely that the in-
consistent, young Eagles could 
pull it off. They will need Ra-
kim Sanders and Corey Raji to 
mature quickly, continued solid 
play from Biko Paris, Shamari 
Spears and Tyrelle Blair. Despite 
what anyone says, this is a solid 
BC team and one that nobody 
in the ACC is looking forward 
to playing. Although this year 
has the potential to turn for the 
worse, the future in Conte Fo-
rum is bright.   b

A Recap of the 
Girl’s Varsity 
Basketball  
Season
LAURA  
BULKELEY ‘08

The start to the girl’s varsity 
basketball season at Beaver was 
both trying and exciting. The 
first game against Berwick was a 
heartbreaker, when the girls lost 
by one point in the last few sec-
onds. Though the girls suffered 
other losses, there were also 
been some exciting wins against 
Southfield and Bancroft. Dani 
Lubin Levy (’09) and Janaya 
Hart (’09) have led the team as 
junior captains.

Though the captains played a 
large role, other players such as 
Emily Belowich (’11) and Ibbie 
Yardley (’10) were regular start-
ers and helped the team with 
their high spirits and tough 
play. Their promise, along with 
a strong JV team, kept hope 
for a strong program in the fu-
ture. Kasjah Scarlett (’11) was 
brought up to varsity from JV 
and had ample playing time. 

At the end of the year, the 
team only lost three seniors, one 
of which started in two games. 
Unfortunately, the team suffered 
due to injuries. Jessye Crawford 
(’08) and Kasjah Scarlett were 
both out due to hand injuries. 
Kasjah was out for two weeks, 
and Jessye was out for the rest 
of the season. They finished the 
season 5-16.   b

Who is the best Beaver basketball 
player of all time?
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       Wayne             Alex            Lamarre           Jacob
       Turner           Gould              Rey              Vance

Contribute to the 
newspaper!

Come by any one of our 
meetings, every X-block in 
Room 222 (2nd floor Up-
per School side). Alternately, 
email Dan Katz ‘08, Jessica 
Penzias ‘08 or Christopher 
Tucker ‘08. We welcome any 
freelance article submissions.

Visit the Web Site!

We update every day; our 
Twitter feed updates even 
more frequently. Comment 
on all these articles and more. 

http://newspaper.bcdschool.org/

Vote in this and other polls in every section of the newspaper 
web site, at http://newspaper.bcdschool.org/

NHL Trade Deadline
LUCAS JUDSON ‘13

ONLINE ONLY

Dana Spigelman and 
Laura Bulkeley ‘08

EDITOR
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HALEY PECK ‘10  
and RIKI ADAMS ‘10

Ingredients:

1 box of brownie mix
3 Heath Bars 
12 Reese’s Peanut Butter 
Cups

Direcciones:

After selecting your favorite 
brownie mix, make your brown-
ie batter simply by following 
the designated directions. Then, 
cut your Heath Bars into small 
pieces, (½ inch by ½ inch), 
place the batter onto a pan and 
put your brownies in the oven.

After ten minutes, take the 
brownies out of the oven and 
gently place Reese’s cups into 
your brownies and push them 
down into the batter. 

Take note: You may need to 
purchase more than 12 Reese’s 
cups! 

Unfortunately, we had diffi-

•
•
•

culty when it came time to bake 
because we used a big pan but 
only had 5 Reese’s (we were a 
little hungry prior to baking). 
Also, after baking we realized 
that our brownies ended up be-
ing a little too big. So we rec-
ommend that, while portioning 
the size of your brownies, make 
sure you have enough Reese’s 
even if you don’t use them all.

Continue to bake your brown-
ies according to the directions 
on the brownie box. 

After taking the brownies out 
of the oven and letting them 
cool, if you are feeling creative, 
cut your brownies into what-
ever shapes you fancy; perhaps 
a heart for a special someone. 
Hope you enjoy McKinney’s 
brownies and have a great spring 
break!   b

Coming up soon: 

Mr. Albritton’s infamous  
Buttermilk Pie…“Sounds  

disgusting, but tastes  
delicious.” 
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STAFF
Class of ‘08
Toph Tucker: Managing editor
Laura Bulkeley: Sports
Taylor Haigler: Arts & Living
Maddy Kiefer: School Life
Sarah Mink: Design & Writer
Sam Packard: Horoscopes
Dana Spigelman: Sports
Jared Bellot: Editorials
Liz Cobb: Student Council
Jeff Higgins: Editorials
Zack Levandov: Writer
Chris Rush: Editorials
Dan Traficonte: Crosswords
Nick Tsakmaklis: Fun

Class of ‘09
Adam Buchbinder: Sports
Ali Cooper: School Life/Fun
Erik Tobias: Writer
Hayley Brooks: Editor
Jehane Semaha: Writer
Marco Fabrizio: Writer 
Max Campion: Writer
Sabrina Brown: Writer
Sara Marsh: Arts & Living
Sam O’Reilly: Editorials

Class of ‘10
Adina Jick: Writer 
Becca Pleskow: Writer

Carrie Widmer: Arts & Living 
Haley Peck: Recipes 
Margaret Gregory: Writer
Riki Adams: Recipes
Tyler Starr: Writer

Class of ‘11
Emily Belowich: Sports
Gabby Gutman: School Life

Thanks for reading! See ya soon! 
Remember, this merely scratches the 
surface of what’s available online. 
We update every day with new 
articles, photos and videos. 
http://newspaper.bcdschool.org

Daniel Katz and Jessica Penzias
Co-Editors in Chief and Cofounders

McKinney’s Famous, Chemical, 
Reese’s Brownies Recipe!

Ask Coop!
Hey readers,

I am glad to say that I’ll be 
writing a regular advice col-
umn from now on. It’s gonna 
work like this: readers can 
write me a letter in the form 
of an online comment (it can 
be anonymous). Merely go 
to our web site, head to the 
Fun section, and click “com-
ments” below my article. 

I will post replies as fre-
quently as possible. I hope to 
hear from you soon, and you 
all will be hearing from me!

Ali Cooper ‘09

Across

1 Gator and Lemon, e.g.
5 Soccer star Mia
9 Land of Uz resident
12 Type of cheese abbrev.
13 Constellation Major or Minor 
14 Exploit
15 College’s cash?
17 Cunning
18 Fairy’s merchandise
19 Outside (prefix)
21 Beaver’s league
23 Extremely dry
24 Provide support
27 Welsh fortress
29 Wander aimlessly
32 Will Smith’s alias?
35 Ryan from “The Office,” for 
example
36 El ____, Texas
37 Moses’ number
38 Regretful exclamation
40 Einstein’s variables

Faculty Wordplay 
Crossword

DAN TRAFICONTE ‘08
All clues ending in a “?” pertain to the theme. Go online for answers.

42 Famous Utah ski area
43 A heavenly instrument
47 Goldberger or Goldfarb
48 1849 phenomenon?
52 More in Spain
53 Ticklish muppet
54 Mac’s movie program
55 NE institution, home of the 
wildcats
56 Ends Howie Mandel’s show
57 Drinks in moderation

Down

1 A loyal companion
2 “There Will be Blood” costar Paul
3 Therefore in Latin
4 Struck down
5 To sing with a closed mouth
6 To be (third-person plural)
7 Google competitor 
8 Latin mother
9 Impatient ad slogan
10 Scandinavian capital

11 Ottoman Empire official
16 What particular one
20 Electrician’s abbreviation
22 Sami people
23 Come into being
24 Toward the tail
25 Intense anger 
26 Destroy completely
28 Period of time
30 Koko, e.g.
31 Steinbeck’s Of Mice and ___
33 Catch sight of
34 Wanderer
39 Alerted with obsolete gadget
41 Walken or Columbus (for short)
42 American economist Greenspan
44 German luxury car
45 Reply to an invitation
46 Highest degrees
47 Exotic bird
49 Shout of triumph in Barcelona
50 Actress Thurman
51 Overused internet expression

Math Challenge

l n ( b c d s )
Please email your responses to 
MR. MACDONALD

Middle School
Stacy is thinking of a three-digit 
prime number, and she says 
that if she multiplies all three 
of its digits together, she gets 
a prime number. She says that 
if she adds all three of its digits 
together, she also gets a prime 
number.

How many guesses would 
you need to figure out what 
Stacy’s number is? Explain your 
answer.

Upper School
Fill in the blanks and explain 
your answer:

1, 10
0, 9

__, 60
11, __
15, 70
13, 66
17, 96

Hint: A little searching on the 
web might make a big difference.

Fun Day Recap
TAYLOR HAIGLER ’08 and 
MADDY KIEFER ‘08

In retrospect, we probably 
should have realized this was 
not going to be an average 
Monday. First off, the teach-
ers were all wearing jeans and 
sweatshirts, which is normally 
only allowed on casual Fridays, 
and the student council was 
gathered in the balcony during 
meeting. No one really noticed 
this, however. We were too pre-
occupied with the anticipation 
of our new courses.

Students came to school ex-
pecting to receive the exams 
that they failed, grudgingly start 
third term classes and get hours 
and hours of homework. But to 
everyone’s excitement, IT WAS 
FUN DAY!!!

Before this was revealed, we 
sat in suspense while Mr. Man-
ning lamented the loss of his 
‘stolen strawberries’ and the 
punishment that the perpetra-
tor would suffer. After Clay 
Marsh ‘09 and Sam O’Reilly 
’09 were interrogated and 
snitched on Michael Manning 
‘09, Peter Wilmot ’08 informed 
the student body that it was all a 
hoax. Instead of reluctantly be-

ginning our third term classes, 
we were treated to 45 minutes 
of BAGELS and CAPRI SUNS 
and then shuttled to Quincy 
and Somerville for 3 hours of 
INTENSE CANDLE PIN 
BOWLING. We enjoyed the 
funtivities while eating BAG 
LUNCHES and drinking WA-
TER! We returned to school to 
watch the faculty TRUMP the 
seniors in a volleyball match, but 
they fought hard. Overall, it was 
a great start to senior slump… I 
mean… spring term.

Horoscopes
SAM PACKARD ‘08

ONLINE ONLY


