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You better be a believer!                                                                                                                    HODIE ADSIT, CRAS ABSIT

Doesn’t reading a newspa-
per feel nice? Th e crinkling 
sound of the paper massages 
your eardrums as you gently 
fl ip the fragile pages. Not 
only is � e Beaver Reader 
an online paper, but here in 
your hands is the fi rst print 
issue of the year!
    For the past few weeks 
our staff  has been working 
night and day on preparing 
this print issue. At our fi rst 
meeting of the year, the staff  
decided we simply had to 
produce a print issue. Well, 
clearly, what you’re looking 
at is evidence that we cer-
tainly did follow through.
     � e Beaver Reader is hav-
ing a wonderful year! Th e 
website continues to get at-
tention, and the number of 

views per day is steadily ris-
ing. In October, the website 
received over 4,000 views, 
the most views per month 

in the history of the newspa-
per. On October 15th, � e 
Beaver Reader had another 
record breaking day with 
over 1,699 views in one day. 

PRINT IS BACK!!!

For all those out there who 
don’t understand the craze 
about the series Gossip Girl, 
I’m here to fi ll you in. Th e 
show began three years ago 
and is currently on its third 
season. Th e premise of it 
came from the Gossip Girl 
book series written by Cecily 
von Ziegesar, and the pro-
ducers decided to use that 
simply as the base of their 
show. Th e show does vary 
from the book series; the 
characters developed diff er-
ently and followed a diff er-
ent course of action. Here's 
a little preview of what it's 
like. 
 Th e show is set in 
New York City, and all of 
the main characters live on 
the Upper East Side, a very 
prestigious part of the city 
that's known to be “fancy.” 
In the fi rst two seasons, 

the characters were attend-
ing Constance (an all girls 
school) and St. Jude's (an 
all boys school), which are 
very closely connected, and 
the students interacted with 
each other often. In the cur-
rent season, all the charac-
ters are freshmen in college 
and are still in the city, but 
they are not all at the same 
school. In their new envi-
ronment, they have a chance 
to reinvent themselves, and 
this has positive results for 
some but negative eff ects for 
others. 
     As the plot unfolds, the 
viewer becomes wrapped up 
in the lives of all the main 
characters: Serena van der 
Woodsen, Blair Waldorff , 
Nate Archibald, Dan Hum-
phrey, Jenny Humphery, 
Chuck Bass, Rufus Hum-
phrey, Lily van der Wood-
sen, and Vanessa Abrams. 
Th eir lives revolve around 
friendship, hatred, relation-
ships, and everything in 
between. 
 Here's what's go-
ing on right now on Gos-
sip Girl: Serena began this 
season returning from 
Europe on a search for her 
father, with whom she is no 
longer in touch. Since she 
came  back still determined 
to fi nd him, she deferred her 
fi rst year at Brown and told 
the school she would start 

BEAVER’s UNKNOWN
TEACHER

Th e legend of Serge Audin 
is a long and mysterious 
tale. By popular demand, 
this reporter has chosen to 
venture where no one has 
gone before, accepting a 
quest to discover who this 
legendary Serge truly is. 
By choosing to interview 
him and 
rack his 
brain for 
the mean-
ing of life, 
much has 
been gar-
nered. For 
those who 
are not 
acquainted 
with Serge 
Audin, he 
has been 
the drivers’ ed instructor 
for many a Beaver student 
over the  past six years. 
Serge hails from Haiti, 
where he grew up until he 
came to the U.S. due to 
political tensions in Haiti. 
Serge currently lives in 
Dorchester. If you are not 
familiar with Serge, I hope 
the following interview 
allows you to experience  a 
bit of this legendary fi gure: 

David Herman: So, Serge; 

what did you have for break-
fast this morning? 
Serge Audin: Cereal; that’s 
what I had for breakfast, and 
don’t ask me why. I just went 
into the pantry and grabbed 
something. 
DH: Serge, besides driving, 
what is a hobby of yours? 

SA: Pho-
tography... 
you can 
tell right? 
(Proceeds 
to pull out 
two cam-
eras.) I got 
a backup! 
DH: What 
is your fa-
vorite car? 
It can be 
any car. 

SA: Th at’s tough, that is re-
ally tough, hmmph... Ah, the 
Citroen DS21. 
DH: What is your Favorite 
food? 
SA: I have so many favorites, 
it’s not even funny... I guess 
conch meat and platanos 
maduros. 
DH: What are some of your 
favorite movies? 
SA: I like westerners a lot, 
Clint Eastwood and the 
like... I also love ...Scarface. 

continued on pg 3continued on pg 8

Red Sox No 
Longer Focus of 
Boston Sports

Tyler Starr ‘10
Before 2004, I watched all 
162 Red Sox games and 
made sure to constantly 
follow all baseball news 
throughout the entire year. 
As grateful as I am to have 
witnessed two World Series 
championship teams in my 
lifetime, recently the Red 
Sox and the MLB are not 
as important to me as they 
used to be. 
     After the 2007 World Se-
ries, I felt like I could fi nally 
relax about the Red Sox. No 
longer did I feel the need to 
stay up past midnight for 
a regular season game. My 
radio station could fi nally be 
switched off  of WEEI. With 
the curse reversed, there was 
now a place in my life for 
things other than baseball. 
     Over the past two base-
ball seasons, I’ve started to 
realize how boring baseball 
is. First of all the MLB 
season is the longest in 
professional sports with 162 
games. With such a long 
season, losing one game is 
hardly signifi cant. In the 
NFL one game is worth 
6.3% of the season, but in 
the MLB one game is worth 
0.16% of the season. Not 
only is the season lengthy, 

David Herman ‘12
Gabby Gutman ‘11

continued on pg 6

You Know You 
Love Me: XOXO

Gossip Girl

     One key addition to 
the newspaper this year has 
been new faculty advisor, 
Mr. Robin Neal. Mr. Neal 
is new to Beaver, but has 

been working with various 
student publications for thir-
teen years. He has brought 
plenty of fun, new, creative 
ideas to the paper and has 
played a huge role by han-
dling administrative issues. 
When fi rst meeting Mr. 
Neal during the summer, 
his enthusiasm for the paper 
reassured us that this would 
be a defi ning year.
     As the year continues, 
many more contests and 
interesting, original  articles 
will come from � e Beaver 
Reader, so be sure to contin-
ue to check out our dazzling 
website, expect Th e Head-
liner to liven our all school 
meetings often, and, if you’re 
interested, consider writing 
something for the paper, too.
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WAIT... A NEW 
SCHEDULE?

     “Wait. What? A new 
schedule? Th ere is no way 
I can deal with that! I hate 
change! Why are they 
doing this to us? What’s 
going on?” 
     At the beginning of 
this year Beaver intro-
duced a revamped sched-
ule, much to the chagrin 
of many students. It was 
understandable that for 
students who had been 
at the school for several 
years this move was unset-
tling. Th ere were several 
signifi cant changes made. 
Tuesdays and Th ursdays 
would no longer fea-
ture two “double block” 

Gabby Gutman ‘11

classes, each 
two hours 
long.  Every 
day was to 
include every 

class for every student in one 
form or another.  Also, every 
day, except for Tuesday, one 
of those classes is a “double 
block.”  
     Probably the most im-
portant changes were made 
to “X-Block.”  In years past 
“X-Block” had been a totally 
free period in which students 
rarely got any work done.  
Th e new schedule features 
class-specifi c “X-Blocks” 
which the teachers can 
use to give students more 
focused help.  Each class has 
one “X-Block” per week, and 
Tuesdays are the only days 
without one. Th ese times 
have proven particularly 
helpful before projects, tests 

and papers, but teachers are 
just as happy to help with 
everyday assignments.  
     Finally, now every day 
concludes at the same time, 
3:25. Th is consistency elimi-
nates the confusion of the 
shifting release times from 
the old schedule.  Despite 
the initial panic and after a 
term with the new schedule, 
many have adjusted and 
realized that the changes 
made have really benefi ted 
the students and allow for a 
far more productive learning 
environment. 
     In the grand scheme of 
things, there may only be 
one disadvantage to the new 
schedule, having to do with 
sports confl icts. At the end 
of the fall season students 
were being forced to leave 
class early to prepare for and 
play in games. With the old 

schedule there were days 
which let out early for that 
specifi c purpose, but there 
no longer are. 
     First term went really 
well, and I believe that the 
schedule change aided that 
success. Students were able 

to manage time more easily 
and had really productive 
school days.
     If you would like to share 
your opinions on the new 
schedule, visit us online where 
you can answer our poll and 
leave comments.
      

An Inside Look: 
Senior Electives

Through the fi rst three 
years of high school, the 
classes a student takes 
are fairly straightforward.  
However, during senior 
year, perceptions of tradi-
tional high school classes 
go down the drain. Classes 
like English, Biology, 
Chemistry, and History 
are replaced with electives 
such as Contemporary Po-
etry, Anatomy and Physiol-
ogy, Organic Chemistry, 
and Middle Eastern Con-
fl icts. 
     Seniors are able to 
select classes from a wide 
variety of choices to form 
a schedule that caters to 
their individual interests. 
Seniors, however, are not 
completely free, as they 
need to complete two 
English courses, one His-
tory course and complete 
20 class credits per term to 
graduate. These classes last 
only one-trimester each, 
which allows students to 

explore many different top-
ics during their last year at 
Beaver. 

     The senior electives 
this fall were as diverse as 
the students who elected 

to take them. English, for 
example, had four different 
classes, including Shake-
speare, Local Living Writ-
ers, and Memoirs. The sci-
ence department also had a 
large selection of electives, 

including Adv. 
Physics, Adv. 
Organic Chemis-
try, and Adv. Bio 
DNA and Genet-
ics. Like classes 
in sophomore 
and junior year, 
the science and 
language classes 
were broken up 
into regular and 
honors, while 
English and His-
tory kept both 
levels together in 
the same class-
room. This prac-
tice has received 
mixed reviews 
from the seniors, 
as some believe 
that as seniors, 
the English and 
History classes 
should be 
divided, so that 
every person is 

in a level they feel comfort-
able in. 

     More feedback came 
in from seniors as their 
fall classes ended and the 
winter classes began. Many 
seniors are more excited 
about their next two terms, 
as they realize how inter-
esting their classes are.  
However, they are also 
disappointed that their fall 
classes have ended. Diallo 
Spears ‘10 says, “I like 
them, though it’s a shame 
they only last for one 
term.” 
     Buzz Haverty ‘10 says, 
“I think, like every class, 
they have their pros and 
cons. You get to learn 
things more in depth by 
choosing more specifi c 
topics, but at the same time, 
I feel like I’m limiting my 
knowledge as well by not 
studying a variety of topics 
in one term.” 
     No matter how different 
their opinions may be, the 
class of 2010 continues to 
move steadily forward into 
the new term and new, di-
verse classes. As one senior 
puts it, “I’m excited to start 
a new term. I’ve got new 
subjects and a clean slate.” 

Lucy Hicks ‘10

Former Poet Laureate Robert Pinsky visiting the Local Living Writers class

What is Robotics?
Top 5 Hang out spots
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Hahaha, love that. 
DH: When did you learn 
there was no Santa Claus? 
SA: I don’t remember what 
age precisely... 6,7,8? We 
don’t have chimneys in 
Haiti, so I realized that 
something was up... I was 
not upset; I used it to my 
advantage. I got what I 
wanted. 
DH: Do you believe in life 
after death? 
SA: I have never had proof; 
no proof, so no if something 
is dead, it’s dead. 
DH: If you could live at 
any time in the past, when 
would it be? 
SA: Th e 70’s, because I was a 
teenager. I was kicking some 
butts. Also, the hippies, 
everything had to be psyche-
delic.  
DH: If you had 1 million 
dollars to spend, how would 
you spend it? 
SA: I would buy a house I 
really like, upfront, no mort-
gage. I would also pay for 
my kid’s college, and then 

blow the rest. 
DH: Who was a infl uential 
fi gure to you? 
SA: Which one you want.. 
the then or the now?  
DH: Th en. 
SA: My grandfather, because 
the stuff  he accomplished, 
being the best doctor he 
could, helping all the poor 
people in my country by 
treating them for free. He 
took money from the rich to 
treat the poor. 
DH: So he was like a Hai-
tian Robin Hood? 
SA: Hahaha, yea, I guess so. 
DH: Th ank you for your 
time Serge. 
SA: Yea dude! 
  
Serge Audin, truly the most 
legendary drivers’ ed instruc-
tor the world has ever seen. 

Beaver’s 
Unknown       Teacher
continued from pg 1 With a cup of tea in her 

hand, Ms. Akhtar sits calmly 
behind a computer screen as 
several students type away 
on their laptops and casu-
ally ask questions. Th ere are 
speakers on her desk which 
occasionally play some mu-
sic, and when she goes to the 
dining hall, she often asks 
her students if anyone would 
like some fruit. Th is is the 
sort of scene one can expect 
to witness in Ms. Ahktar’s 
room during X-block, talk 
and discussion never quite 
overpower the constant 
clacking of keyboards and 
turning of pages. Th is is the 
atmosphere I observed as 
Ms. Ahktar prepared for the 
interview. 
    Ms. Ahktar is one of the 
many new additions to the 
Beaver faculty this year, 
and she teaches sophomore 
English along with the 
memoir senior elective. Ms. 
Ahktar was born in Ontario, 
Canada, but grew up in Wa-
tertown, Connecticut. She 
attended the Taft School, 
a private school in Con-
necticut, an experience that 
would later infl uence her 
decision to teach at private 
schools. After attending Taft, 
Ms. Ahktar spent her college 
years at Amherst, majoring 
in English and Education. 
    Ms. Akhtar has been 
teaching for six years, most 
of which were spent in 

Faculty Spotlight:
Ms. Akhtar

Joeself Randles ‘12

public schools, including 
the Springfi eld Renaissance 
School, a public school 
which she took part in 
founding. She recalls the 
experience fondly saying, 
“Kurt Hahn once stated, 
‘To open a school is to 
re-discover what it means 
to be human.’ And that is 
true. I worked with 25 other 
teachers and a principal to 
decide every detail about 
how this school would be 
run to make it the most 
successful public school – 
after all, its motto is ‘Th e 
Way School Should Be.’ 
Creating this school was an 
opportunity to start fresh 
and implement all of our 
best ideas as to what educa-
tion should be and how a 
school should run.” Th rough 
the Expeditionary Learning 
Schools (which is part of a 
movement to reform public 
schools in the US) and the 
fi nancial support of the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Founda-
tion, Ms. Ahktar was able to 
go to conferences in which 
she says, “I learned in three 
weeks what would have 
taken thirty years to fi gure 
out on my own.” 
     Ms. Ahktar describes 
her reasons for leaving the 
Springfi eld Renaissance 
School and coming to Bea-
ver as a matter of not being 
able to accomplish what she 
wanted to because of re-
strictions the school had. “I 
wanted to work somewhere 
that provided students with 
the same opportunities I 
had. I felt like the school I 

was teaching at had great 
pedagogical philosophy 
but lacked the funding 
and resources to actually 
implement the great ideas.” 
Ms. Ahktar found Beaver 
through a company that 
matches prospective teachers 
up with private schools; she 
describes her fi rst impression 
of Beaver saying that she was 
“immediately smitten.” 
    Ms. Ahktar also spoke 
of a trip to India which 
she embarked on with two 
other teachers after win-
ning a grant from Fund For 
Teachers. Th e purpose of the 
trip was to  examine “how a 
society grows and develops 
yet retain its culture at the 
same time?” Th e highlight of 
the trip for her was trekking 
in the Himalayas and, at one 
point, reaching altitudes of 
16,000 feet. While on the 
trip, she also spent time in 
a village called Ladakhi. “I 
was fascinated by the sense 
of contentment and purpose 
that the Ladakhis had and 
how they approached every 
aspect of their lives.” 
    Outside of school Ms. 
Ahktar has a passion for 
Yoga; she has even expressed 
an interest in being a part-
time Yoga instructor outside 
of school. Ms. Ahktar leads 
Beaver’s Yoga afternoon 
activity. She also plays bass 
guitar and enjoys salsa dance 
lessons. 

The History of
Beaver Jazz

William Tucker ‘10

  Early in my 6th grade year, 
I attended my fi rst Beaver 
concert.  It was all very 
impressive, but the part that 
struck me the most was the 
jazz band.  Th ey had guitar-
ists, a bassist, a pianist, a 
drummer, and an electric 
violinist.  Th ey meshed 
together seamlessly, and the 
solos fl owed from one to the 
next without a hitch.  When 
the band fi nished their set, I 
applauded vigorously, and, 
to my surprise, another jazz 
band stepped on stage.  I 
was stunned that there were 
enough students in the 
program to fi ll two whole 
groups.  
    Cut to the present day, 
and there are more than 
seven diff erent jazz bands 
at Beaver, all fi lled with 
skilled musicians.  We have 
seniors, juniors, sopho-
mores, freshmen, and even 
middle schoolers all play-
ing together.  Ikonoclastic, 
a recently formed all-girl 
band, has been met with 
critical acclaim.  Each band 

plays in at least two concerts 
per year.  Beaver’s musicians 
play a whole range of styles, 
from swing to Afro-Cuban 
jazz to funk.  Th is variety 
is mirrored in the instru-
ments students play.  All the 
standards, such as piano and 
trumpet, are represented, 
but the bands have also 
featured less common in-
struments, like vibraphone, 
timbales, and the aforemen-
tioned electric violin.
    Having been a member 
of the Beaver Jazz Program 
for the past seven years, 
I have seen it evolve and 
grow exponentially.  When 
I began, there was only one 
band in the middle school, 
so I was mixed in with about 
seven other musicians.  We 
all stuff ed into a small base-
ment room in the back of 
Bradley Hall, and had very 
little equipment.  In fact, 
we were so isolated from the 
rest of the school that when 
a bank robber was chased 
by police across the edge of 
campus and the rest of the 

school was locked into their 
classrooms, we just kept on 
playing, blissfully unaware.
    Th e real revolution in 

Beaver Jazz came when 
Beaver constructed the New 
Arts Building.  Th is gave 
the Jazz Program two huge 
classrooms, and fi ve indi-
vidual practice rooms.  Each 

had sound-dampening walls, 
lots of space, and new equip-
ment.   
    It was at this time that in-

terest in 
the jazz 
program 
really ex-
ploded.  
More 
and 
more 
bands 
had to 
be cre-
ated to 
accom-
modate 
every 
musi-
cian, 

and a new teacher was hired 
to help with the increased 
workload.  Th is is one of the 
most wonderful aspects of 
the jazz bands: they give ev-
ery student an opportunity 

to experience what it’s like 
to be in a real, functioning 
band.  If someone wants to 
participate, but doesn’t have 
enough experience, Beaver 
helps them arrange lessons 
so that they can catch up.
    Of all the things that I 
love about Beaver, I think 
that I love jazz band the 
most.  It gives me time to 
do something other than 
read Shakespeare and de-
rive formulas.  Th e bands 
create a fantastic learning 
environment, thanks mostly 
to the fantastic jazz teach-
ers Ms. Ana Norgaard and 
Mr. Ed Nicholson.  Jazz 
band allows the students to 
express themselves, learn 
from the teachers, and most 
of all, learn from each other.  
Th ere is nothing at Beaver 
quite like it, and the school 
wouldn’t be the same with-
out it.
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Sounds of the Underground
Interview with Beaver Musician
Drew Buckley ‘10

It’s an hour before our last 
period class the Friday be-
fore break, and I’m inter-
viewng Drew Buckley. One 
might wonder why I’ve put 
myself up to this. Well, as 
one of the students at Beaver 
dubbed as “basement kids,” 
I’ve heard Drew make music 
like no one I’ve ever had the 
pleasure of hearing before.  
He plays the acoustic gui-
tar, a rather conventional 
instrument, in a distinctly 
non-conventional way.  For 
example, he will lay the 
instrument across his lap to 
be able to use both hands 
to play on the neck, a style 
known as “lap tap.”  His use 
of innovative techniques 
such as these piqued my 
curiosity and led to this 
interview, conducted in the 
very place one would hear 
him play...the lounge. 
Najwa Aswad: So what is 
your primary instrument? 
Drew Buckley: My main 
instrument is the acoustic 
guitar. Ninety percent of my 
music is acoustic…I see the 
acoustic guitar as an incred-
ibly beautiful instrument, 
and I think it’s so versatile. 
As I’ve been exploring dif-
ferent techniques and styles 
with it, [I’ve realized] there’s 
really so much you can do 
with it. Also, I just think it’s 
a beautiful-sounding instru-
ment. 

NA: How long have you 
been playing it for? 
DB: I think I’ve been play-
ing guitar since 7th grade. 
I was probably more elec-
tric back 
then than 
acoustic. 
I only 
recently, 
recently as 
in a few 
years ago, 
discovered 
acoustic 
guitar as, 
like, my 
real pas-
sion. 
NA: What 
do you 
think in-
spired you 
to pick it 
up? 
DB: I have 
just always loved music. I 
mean, I played piano since I 
was very, very young, since 
I was, like, five or six, and 
so I’ve been exposed to a lot 
of music and stuff like that, 
and, I mean, I liked piano 
and stuff, but at the time, it 
just wasn’t for me. But I love 
music, so at that time I just 
decided to branch out and 
do another instrument, and 
I thought, “Okay, a pretty 
standard instrument is the 
guitar, so I’ll experiment 
with that a little bit.”  

NA: You talk about ex-
perimenting, what sort 
of innovative things 

have you done with the gui-
tar that are either your own 
or someone else’s? 
DB: [hesitation] Well, I 
would say the most unique 
thing I do is a thing called 

“lap tap,” where you place 
the guitar over your lap and 
you play with both hands 
on the neck of the guitar 
[he pantomimes lap tap by 
drumming on an imaginary 
guitar with his fingers]. I 
would say that’s the most 
unique style I do. My other 
styles include elements of 
percussion on the guitar, and 
I’ve changed from tradition-
al, kind of “casual guitar” 
[he pantomimes playing a 
guitar] to a classical stance 
[he pantomimes playing an 

upright guitar, wiggling his 
fingers on the imaginary 
strings] just for the kind of 
stuff that I’m playing… it, 
for some reason, provides 
you with more concentra-
tion. I don’t know. For me, 
I get more into [the music 
I’m playing].NA: Could you 
demonstrate one of these 
styles? 
DB: Sure. [At this point, 
Drew takes out his guitar 
and begins tuning it against 
itself. He then puts the 
guitar upright, in a classical 
stance.] This is my favorite 
open tuning that I use [he 
strums a chord]. I call this 
song “Raven.” I like all my 
songs to tell a story. So, 
the Norse god, Odin, used 
to have ravens that would 
fly around the world and 
just look over the world 
and would bring informa-
tion back to him. And so I 
kind of wrote this kind of 
inspired by [that story].  It’s 
fairly new, so bear with me.

[Drew laughs and then 
repeats melodic lines on the 
guitar, as well as uses percus-
sive elements on the strings 
throughout the song. The 
song is ambient, but at the 
same time energetic.]

NA: What are your influ-
ences when it comes to 
songwriting? What’s your 
favorite music? 
DB: I can definitely answer 
that! My biggest influence 
by far is this artist Erik 

Mongrain. He’s a French 
Canadian guitarist who does 
both lap tap and, you know, 
upright classical playing. His 
techniques are just so alter-
native and just so advanced, 
and he, in my opinion, is 
just one of the best guitar-
ists I’ve ever seen! And just 
the way he writes his music 
and the style of music [he 
plays] just appeals to me so 
much and invokes so much 
emotion. He’s definitely my 
biggest influence in music, 
but what really inspires me 
is when, I mean, when I 
write my songs, I’ll usually 
come up with an initial riff. 
I’ll have a couple of chords, 
I’ll appeggiate them a bit, 
see how it sounds, and then 
once I have something I’ll 
keep playing it over and over 
and over again until another 
idea pops into my head and 
I’ll add that on, and I’ll just 
keep doing that and keep 
adding on and adding on 
until eventually I’ll have 
the basis for an actual song. 
Actually, according to Ms. 
Norgaard, it’s not a song if it 
doesn’t have any lyrics, it’s a 
piece. So, that’s how I write 
my musical pieces. 

[When Drew left, I thanked 
him, and he thanked me 
back, saying this was his 
first interview. I told him it 
would be the first of many 
and he replied, “I hope so.”] 

An Inside Look:
Capstone Projects

The development of new 
scientific knowledge depends 
on research and experimen-
tation. That’s why, each 
year, the juniors of BCDS 
propose and conduct a 
Capstone Project for their 
Biology class. The proj-
ect inspires students to be 
creative but also requires 
them to approach their ex-
periment with a high level of 
discipline. These innovative 
experiments apply to a wide 
field of science subjects: 
chemistry, biology, physics, 
and even human anatomy. 
The class of 2011 is encour-
aged to create projects that 
will spark interest for experi-

Lani Mann ‘11

Najwa Aswad ‘12

mentation and research over 
the next two to three terms. 
    Some students are tak-
ing information they have 
learned this year in Biol-
ogy and applying it to 
their projects. For example, 
Colin Read is conducting 
an experiment on photosyn-
thesis.  Photosynthesis, the 
process by which plants use 
water and carbon dioxide 
to produce oxygen, is vital 
to human life. Read plans 
to test fluctuations in the 
level of oxygen produced 
from the photosynthesis of 
plants. One of the ways he 
will assure the most accurate 
results possible in his ex-
periment is to also measure 

the amounts of Nitrogen, 
Argon, and Carbon Dioxide 
change in the air. He will be 
purchasing equipment that 
is manufactured specifically 
for this type of experiment. 
He will be using the plant 
Hedera Helix Ivy, which is 
a superior plant in terms of 
generating photosynthesis.  
     While Read selected a 
project that relates directly 
to the biology curriculum, 
other students chose top-
ics related to other fields of 
science.  For example, Taylor 
Pierce and I are collaborat-
ing on a project that focuses 
on the digestion system and 
how it breaks down refined 
foods versus whole grain, 
organic foods. Before the 
experiment and hypothesis 
take place, we need to invest 
time into studying the diges-

tive system of the human 
body as well as the differ-
ences between refined and 
whole grain organic foods. 
     One of the very impor-
tant aspects of the Capstone 
Project this year is accuracy. 
To improve accuracy, stu-
dents are avoiding testing on 
humans.  Testing on humans 
has been a popular approach 
in past years but because of 
the high level of variables 
involved such as age, sex, 
health, allergies and other 
factors, involving humans 
as test subjects can compro-
mise the accuracy of results.  
For our experiment on the 
break down of refined versus 
whole grain foods, Pierce 
and I will be using a replica-
tion of human stomach acid. 
This will include a mixture 
of hydrochloric acid and 

enzymes.
     The juniors are develop-
ing many unique experi-
ments. If you are interested 
in learning about any other 
experiments ask a junior 
about his or her project. The 
students have yet to under-
take their actual experiments 
but are currently studying 
the best ways to do so pre-
cisely. We are anxious to see 
the end results of these inter-
esting Capstone projects. 
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Our Current
Banking Crisis

Just like during the indus-
trial age, the rich are getting 
richer while the poor are 
getting poorer.  Currently, 
the combined wealth of the 
400 richest Americans is a 
record-breaking $1.25 tril-
lion. Th at’s about the same 
amount of combined wealth 
as 57 million standard 
households, half of the U.S. 
population. Th e economy 
is booming for billionaires, 
but it’s a bust for many other 
Americans.  400 Americans 
are billionaires while 47 
million Americans, a new 
all-time high, have no health 
insurance and 37 million 
people live below the offi  cial 
poverty line, which stands at 
$10,830 for individuals and 
$22,050 for a family of four.  
     Th e United States is cur-
rently in a banking crisis. 
Over a year ago, there was 
a huge decline in the stock 
market.  Many people were 
not able to pay back their 
mortgages.  Th is meant 
that there was false credit, 
which means people thought 
that they had money when 

Zeke Satloff ‘12 they truly didn’t. Before a 
solution can be found, the 
problem itself must fi rst be 
examined. 
Th e base of the problem is 
that everyday people cannot 
pay back their mortgages, 
for several reasons. One rea-
son is that they simply want 
more than they can aff ord.  
     Another is that their real-
tors are forcing them into 
mortgages, and they don’t 
know that they won’t be able 
to pay it back.  Realtors do 
this for two major reasons:  
they are purposely target-
ing minorities and people 
that they know cannot pay 
a loan back, to make more 
of a profi t, and Wall Street is 
pushing realtors.  Wall Street 
package up these mort-
gages and sell them to major 
corporations.  Th erefore the 
more mortgages that they 
sell, the more money they 
make.  Th ey are also guiltless 
because the bad loans fall on 
the corporations, and not 
Wall Street. 
     After the crash, the U.S. 
government bailed out a 
large number of failing Wall 
Street corporations. Th ey 

were given money back and 
expected to learn from their 
mistakes;  however, over a 
year later, the inhabitants of 
Wall Street are back to their 
old habits.  Employment in 
the industry is only down 
8%, and over 30,000 em-
ployees at Goldman Sachs 
are on pace to earn at least 
$700,000.  Executives kept 
their old jobs, and stocks 
have soared since their win-
ter drops. Th e problem with 
only expecting Wall Street 
to learn from their mistakes 
is that they know there are 
no punishments for their ac-
tions. Th erefore, this current 
course of action is not going 
to work.  
     One alternate idea is to 
start at the base of the prob-
lem and just make it manda-
tory for everyday people to 
see fi nancial advisers.  Th at 
way, there would be sig-
nifi cantly fewer bad loans 
handed out.  Such a method 
has already been successfully 
implemented in Chicago.  
If America truly wants to 
escape this hole, then new 
actions, like requiring  fi nan-
cial advisers, must be taken. 

Th e Berlin Wall: What It Means Twenty 
Years Later Twenty Years Later

On November 9th, 1989 a 
symbol of fear and tyr-
anny fell. It was the end of 
the Soviet empire and the 
end of the Cold War. The 
Berlin wall divided the city, 
country, and, in essence, 
the world for 28 years. The 
people of the United States 
and USSR had lived under 
the threat of nuclear an-
nihilation for so long that 
on the ninth of November 
citizens of both sides of 
Berlin climbed over the 
wall to see long estranged 
family and friends. Over 
the next year, souvenir 
hunters chipped away at the 
much hated barrier, pieces 
of which can still be found 
on Ebay to this day.  
     A life lived during the 
sixties and seventies was 

Connor Madigan ‘11 guaranteed to be full of 
paranoia. Everyone has 
heard the stories about 
bomb drills where students 
would crawl under their 
desks in case of nuclear 
war. Essentially, in an 
attempt to avoid nuclear 
holocaust, our parents hid 
beneath kindling. I of-
ten wonder who came up 
with that idea, and if he 
was simply joking when 
he pitched the “huddle-
beneath-some-wood-and-
pray” to the educational 
board. 
The twentieth anniversary 
of the wall coming down 
should be a time for the 
American people to look 
at ourselves and wonder 
where we are headed. The 
Soviet Union, the only 
other super power of that 

time, failed. Events in 
Russia at the time lead us 
to some diffi cult compari-
sons. They were in a tough 
economic recession. Their 
leader was a young, ideal-
istic man promising change 
and hope. Finally, Russia 
was involved in a long 
and seemingly unwinnable 
war with- wait for it- Af-
ghanistan. During this time 
Russia was seen in an unfa-
vorable light on the world 
stage, not unlike the US. 
Is there a Berlin wall equiv-
alent in America’s future? 
When and if it falls will it 
mean the end of our super-
power status? These ques-
tions and others like it are 
important as we refl ect on 
the downfall of the USSR.       

Th e Greener Beaver: One Man’s Trash 
Is Another Man’s Stylish Apartment
We all recognize the man-
tra reduce-reuse-recycle. 
Neighborhood recycling 
programs are commonplace, 
and most of us automati-
cally look for a green bin 
once we’ve swilled a 20 oz. 
Cherry Dr. Pepper. Recy-
cling is important, but it 
is actually the least eff ec-
tive action in this chain. 
Th e phrase should read   
REDUCE-REUSE-recycle, 
as the fi rst two steps are far 
more important.
     In my own life, I am 
wretched at reducing my 
consumption. I try, in small 
ways. I use canvas shopping 
bags, and I’ve avoided the 
purchase of a second car. 
I’ve never purchased a salad-
in-a-bag. When I am the 
least bit inconvenienced, 
however, I buy fi rst and 
think later. It seems “reduc-
ing” takes the devotion of a 
zealot. Reusing, though? It 
turns out that step can be 
incredibly easy. 
     I’ve made a new best 
friend. His name is Craig, 
and he has this handy on-
line list that makes greener 
living aff ordable, easy, 
and—I’ll take a risk and 
write—stylish. 
     Th is summer my wife 
and I sold almost every-
thing—except our clothes, 
computers, books, and a 
very cute white furball that 
rarely barks—and moved 
from Frankfurt, Germany 
to Boston.  
     Th e idea was elegant 
in theory. We would buy 
what we needed once we 
got stateside. In reality it 
meant for a rather bleak 
move into a shoebox Boston 
apartment furnished with a 
borrowed air mattress and 
a garage sale table. Picture 
a telephone book atop four 
yardsticks. I had to take 
action, and quickly. I signed 
on to craigslist.com.
     Boston is a large city 
with a transient popula-
tion, so choice weekly deals 
abound. I started small, 
buying appliances like a hot 
pot, hand mixer, and a pink 
hair dryer that at one point 
supported breast cancer 

Robin Neal research. I’m bald. Th e hair 
dryer was for the dog. 
     I quickly grew tired of 
schlepping my purchases 
on the green line, though, 
so next I used Craig’s List 
to buy a car. I followed that 
purchase with a mint 1970s 
cruiser bike that doesn’t look 
right unless I wear a beret 
and slap a baguette in the 
back basket. 
     Th en buying other 
people’s stuff  became an 
obsession. I bought one 
queen sized bed only to 
discover the mattress was 
too fi rm. No problem. Two 
weeks’ later I sold it at cost 
and bought a cloudlike 
pillow-top less than a year 
old. Goldilocks has noth-
ing on me. I bought rugs, 
cabinets, shelves, dressers, 
lamps, a sofa, storage ot-
tomans, a vacuum, plates, 
glasses, silverware, chairs, 
and a properly sized table. 
I “bought” a dog walker. 
I even considered buying 
underwear. Considered. 
     95% of what I now own 
once belonged to someone 
else. I started shopping on 
Craig’s List out of despera-
tion and a sense of thrift, but 
I quickly realized, with just 
a little patience and legwork, 
I could buy almost anything 
I needed to live. Instead of 
going to the store, I started 
visiting people's apartments 
and getting to know my 
new town. It was exciting to 
realize how much greener 
my actions could be without 
any real sacrifi ce, and I have 
saved over $10,000 dollars 
in the process. 
     Also, in my eff orts to re-
use, I have started to reduce. 
I check myself now, avoiding 
a purchase unless I can get it 
secondhand. In this process, 
I often realize I don't need 
whatever it is I was going 
to purchase. I hope that in 
reading this piece, you con-
sider some of your own daily 
actions. I think you’ll fi nd—
like I did—that with just a 
little awareness you cannot 
only recycle but begin to 
reuse, and hopefully even 
reduce. You’ll feel a little like 
the Al Gore of your own 
little world. 
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but each game can move 
at a snail’s pace. An aver-
age game is around three 
hours long, which means 
that if you were to watch 
every Red Sox game you 
would watch over twenty 
days worth of baseball. The 
majority of watching a base-
ball game is spent watching 
commercials, pitchers in 
between pitches, and the 
teams switching pitchers, 
so over fifty percent of the 
time watching a baseball 
game is spent not actually 
watching baseball. 
     Thankfully, there are 
other teams to fixate on oth-
er than the Red Sox. First 
of all, basketball, hockey, 
and football are much more 
exciting to watch than 
baseball. While scoring can 
be scarce in some baseball 
games, due to the nature 
of the sport, basketball is 
filled with scoring. With the 
addition of Kevin Garnett 
and Ray Allen, the Celtics 
have become a powerhouse 
in the NBA. The NHL is 

filled with extremely tal-
ented athletes, while baseball 
players do not have to be fit 
athletes. The Bruins have 
become a strong contender 
in the NHL; last year, they 
finished with the best record 
in the eastern division. There 
are very few exciting events 
in a baseball game, but in 
football almost every play 
ends with a bone crunching 
tackle. The Patriots are argu-
ably one of the best teams in 
the NFL, and their quarter-
back, Tom Brady, is one of 
the best Patriot quarterbacks 
ever. 
    No way am I saying that 
you should stop watching 
baseball, but I personally feel 
that watching baseball can 
be extremely onerous. Fol-
lowing the Red Sox all year 
round can be overwhelm-
ingly draining. Thankfully, 
we live in a city where all 
our sports teams are thriv-
ing, and it is our duty to be 
cognizant of all of them. 

continued from pg 1

Red Sox No Longer Focus of 
Boston Sports

Where the Pats At?
Brett Duboff ‘10

So it’s the end of the year 
and the Patriots are most 
likely going into the playoffs. I 
should note that I am writing 
this when the Patriots haven’t 
clinched, but right now, it is 
rather likely that the Patriots 
will win their division. They 
have an easy road ahead of 
them and they are leading 
their division.  It’s hard to 
compare this season from two 
season ago, considering, there 
wasn’t too much to improve 
on. Last year, Tom Brady was 
injured for a season and we 
had a lot of injuries. This year, 
the main weakness is our de-
fense and our inability to win 
on the road.
    Even if you have only 
watched one game this year, 
you will know that the de-
fense isn’t what it used to be. 
The main reason for this is 

that they lost four of their 
veterans:Teddy Bruschi, 
Rodney Harrison, Mike 
Vrabel,and Junior Seau. 
The absence of these players 
has left the team without a 
proven leader and the team 
is much younger and inex-
perienced. The confidence 
of the team is lost if we, the 
fans, or the players, don’t 
believe that we can stop the 
other team’s offense.
    Defense would have 
helped in week 10, when 
the Colts were down by six 
to the Pats, and Bill Beli-
chek made a dumb mistake 
by messing up clock time. 
Instead of feeling confident 
that our defense could stop 
the Colts, other fans, and 
most importantly the players  
and coaches, felt uncertain 
about the small lead because 
of how horrible our defense 
has been. A team that lacks 

confidence might not win 
too many games.       
     The Colts ended up win-
ning the game. This was all 
because 
we 
decided 
to go for 
it on the 
Colts 30 
yard line 
with no 
timeouts 
left when 
we were 
ahead. 
Then we 
relied 
on our 
young 
defense 
to stop one of the best 
quarterbacks in the game 
from scoring. I don’t have 
a problem with going for 
it on 4th down; I just don’t 
get why Belichek wasted a 
bunch of timeouts and why 
he believed in the defense so 

strongly.
    The Patriots have scarcely 
won a road game this season. 
A team needs this ability 

in order to 
succeed in 
the playoffs 
because it’s 
harder to win 
a game on the 
road than it is 
at home. The 
Patriots will 
most likely 
be playing a 
game on the 
road in the 
playoffs. If 
you look at 
any cham-
poionship 

team from any sport, you 
can see two things: they are 
good teams and they can 
win on the road. Other than 
that, every championship 
team is different. This ability 
is not something you can 
achieve through practice. It 

separates the average from 
the really good teams. This 
year, the Patriots are just an 
average team.
     You might be wondering 
why the Patriots are leading 
their division if their defense 
is wretched and they can’t 
win on the road. It’s because 
they are in a division where 
the other teams are medio-
cre. The Jets have a young 
quarterback. The Bills have 
a ton of problems, and the 
Dolphins have become pre-
dictable with their wildcat 
formation. 
     I think The Patriots will 
be out in the first round 
of the playoffs, unless they 
figure out why the defense 
is terrible and if we can will 
a way to win on the road. I 
do hope that they make it 
past the first round, but I 
wouldn’t be surprised if we 
lost.

Beaver Athletic Profiles
Rondo an Uncoachable Player
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Sebastian Smith ‘11

Th e 2010 Winter Olympics 
will take place during Febru-
ary 12th through the 28th, 
and the Paralympic Games 
will run from March 12th 
to the 21th in Vancouver, 
Canada. Both will be or-
ganized by the Vancouver 
Organizing Committee. Th e 
2010 Olympics will be the 
third games hosted by Can-
ada and the fi rst by British 
Columbia. Th e major events 
of the games will be held in 
Vancouver while some will 
be held in the resort town 
of Whistler. Whistler is a 
popular ski destination and 
attracts thousands of Ameri-
cans every winter.         
    Th e games will have 
eighty six sports events split 
into four diff erent groups: 
ice sports, Nordic events, all 
alpine, and freestyle ski-
ing. Ice sports, which will 
take place in Vancouver 
and Richmond, and Nordic 
events will be held in Cal-
laghan Valley. All Alpine 
events will be on Blackcomb 
Mountain, while freestyle 
skiing events will be on Cy-

press Mountain. 
     One of the most popular 
questions surfacing as the 
Olympic games come closer 
is what does the logo repre-
sent? Th e logo is Ilanaaq the 
Inunnguaq, which represents 
friendship. A large statue has 
been made on Whistler to 
make the logo more promi-
nent.            
     Th ere are current prob-
lems and controversies that 
will have to be resolved 
before the 2010 games. Th e 
most prominent problem 
is female ski jumpers have 
been denied entrance into 
the Olympics, the last Win-
ter Olympic sport closed 
to women. Th e women of 
this sport, however, will not 
simply stand by; they have 
brought the case to Canada’s 
Supreme Court. Unfortu-
nately, the women trying to 
overturn the decision have 
lost the case at every level 
of court since it began. Th e 
Vancouver Organizing Com-
mittee has still not released 
whether the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) 
forced them to make the 
discrimination or if it was 

done under their own terms. 
Last month, the British 
Columbia Supreme Court 
upheld a previous ruling 
which said the Vancouver 
Organizing Committee had 
not “discriminated against 
the women on the basis of 

their sex.” Nonetheless Anita 
DeFrantz, chair of the IOC’s 
Women and Sports Com-
mission, said the situation is 
“a textbook case of discrimi-
nation.” Th is is supported by 
the fact that Franco Kasper, 
president of the Internation-
al Ski Federation who has 

strong infl uence on the deci-
sion, said women ski jump-
ing “seems to not be appro-
priate for the ladies from a 
medical point of view.” Th e 
IOC has supported the deci-
sion to uphold the ruling 
because they argue women’s 
ski jumping does not have 
enough athletes to make a 
competitive event. A strong 
counter argument to this is 
other women’s events with 
similar popularity have been 
added to the games recently, 
including bobsleigh and ski 
cross.  

Th e Other Olympics
    Th e Paralympic Winter 
games will host approxi-
mately 600 athletes com-
peting in four sports and 
over 50 medal events. Th e 
Paralymics have taken place 
since 1948 when Sir Ludwig 
Guttman was concerned 
about inactive handicapped 
British soldiers returning 
from home. He proposed 
sporting events would moti-
vate the soldiers to get mov-
ing again. Th at year only 
Britain participated in the 
games; however, the sports 

were so popular the Neth-
erlands joined at the next 
Winter Olympics. A new 
movement was born. Th is 
made way for the fi rst Sum-
mer Olympic-style games 
in 1960. Finally in 1976, 
Paralympics were convened 
in Örnsköldsvik, Sweden, 
and they have been played at 
every Olympics since. 

A Flame Th at’s Needed
    Th e icon of the Olympics 
has always been the Olympic 
torch. Th e torch relay was 
kicked off  from Victoria on 
October 30th, the fl ame will 
travel 28,000 miles visiting 
1,000 cities and commu-
nities on the  four month 
journey. Th e 2010 Winter 
Olympic will be a spectacu-
lar event, and the fi rst games 
since the 2008 recession, 
which split countries apart 
during turmoil. Th e games 
are exactly what the globe 
needs to reconnect as they 
always do in a magic exclu-
sive to the Olympics. 

Tyler Starr ‘10

During the Pittsburg Steel-
er’s loss in week 11 against 
the Kansas City Chiefs, 
Steeler’s quarterback Ben 
Roethlisberger suff ered his 
fourth concussion since 
2006 in a collision with one 
of the Chief ’s defensive line-
men. Roethlisberger missed 
the following game against 
division rival the Baltimore 
Ravens, which caused some 
harsh comments from the 
Steeler locker room. In an 
interview with the associated 
press, veteran Steeler re-
ceiver, Hines Ward, was very 
upset with his quarterback’s 
decision to not play and 
questioned Roethlisberger’s 
toughness. As ESPN NFL 
analysts explained, because 
Roethlisberger had split time 
practicing for the Ravens 
game, third string quarter-
back Dennis Dickson had 
less time to familiarize him-
self with the Steeler receivers 
and was ill prepared for the 
upcoming game. Th e ana-

lysts, many of whom played 
in the NFL, elaborated on 
the many injuries NFL play-
ers do not tend to during the 
season in fear of losing their 
spot on the fi eld; some of 
whom lie to doctors about 
their conditions. Despite not 
being able to help his team, 
Roethlisberger made the 
right decision to take care of 
himself and watch the game 
from the sideline. 
     Unlike a broken arm 
or a torn ACL, there is not 
always visual evidence that a 
player has received a concus-
sion, and because of that, it 
can be hard for athletes and 
their teammates to under-
stand the serious nature of 
a concussion. According to 
MayoClinic.com, a concus-
sion is “usually a blow to 
the head,” and all concus-
sions share one common 
factor; “they temporarily 
interfere with the way the 
brain works.” Recovering 
from a concussion can take 
a few weeks or even several 
months. Unfortunately, the 
only treatment for a concus-
sion is inactivity and rest. 
After the athlete has gone 

seven days without symp-
toms (no headaches, dizzi-
ness, nausea, etc.), then he 
or she may resume playing 
a contact sport. Because the 
brain is vulnerable after a 
concussion, the risk of caus-
ing severe brain damage in a 
second concussion where the 
athlete was not fully healed 
is very high. 
     Unfortunately, I am too 
familiar with this type of 
injury. I have had two season 
ending concussions during 
my Beaver soccer career: one 
during sophomore year and 
a second this past fall. With 
my fi rst concussion I cannot 
remember the collision with 
the opposing player; I was 
running to the ball, then I 
was on the ground. I knew, 
as I was lying on the ground, 
that I needed to come off  
the fi eld. Mr. Gould told 
me later that he did not 
see the collision as well as 
he heard the loud crack it 
caused. As I said, I missed 
the remaining six games of 
that season. For my second 
concussion, I defl ected a 
cross from a few feet away 
with the side of my head. I 
had immediate buzzing in 
my ears and distorted vision 

for the next several minutes. 
Th ough I did not come out 
of the game, I know now 
that I should have and wish 
I had since I might have had 
a faster recovery. I missed 
the last eight games of the 
season and ended my soccer 
career on the bench. 
     Th ankfully, neither of 
my concussions had seri-
ous damaging eff ects on my 
brain. Th ough I did have 
minor and mild headaches, 
I was able to concentrate 
in all of my classes. I did 
have a little trouble with the 
work in Mr. MacDonald’s 
Calculus class, but that was 
probably due to the chal-
lenging rollercoaster project 
we were working on, not the 
knock on my head. My fi rst 
concussion took around two 
and a half weeks to recover 
from, and my second con-
cussion took a full month. 
     Fortunately, my life and 
career does not fully revolve 
around my athletic activi-
ties. As a student, I knew the 
risk of playing when I wasn’t 
ready would be too damag-
ing to my brain. I would 
have given anything to play 
in my last eight games of my 
Beaver career, but I did not 

want to rush anything and 
reinjure myself. 
     Hopefully, young athletes 
can come to appreciate the 
seriousness of concussions 
and avoid long term brain 
damage. Over the next few 
years, I hope the NFL can 
provide a better protocol 
to help players recover fully 
from their concussions and 
avoid long term brain side 
eff ects they can cause. 

Confused About
Concussions?
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the following year. In the 
fi rst season she had a rela-
tionship with Dan, which 
ended on good terms at the 
beginning of last season. 
Th at was a sticky situation 
because Serena’s mother, 
Lily, was beginning a serious 
relationship with Dan's dad, 
Rufus. What the viewers 
learned this season is that 
in the past, Lily and Rufus 
had a child, who was given 
away for adoption at birth, 
and whom they had never 
met. As of several weeks ago, 
Lily and Rufus are married 
and living together in Lily’s 
apartment. Th e catch here is 
that before Lily was married 
to Rufus, she was married 
to Bart Bass, the father of 
Chuck Bass. Bart died in 
a car accident leaving Lily 
as Chuck's legal guardian 
until he turns 18. But wait! 
Th ere's a lot more. 
     Chuck now lives by 
himself and is not attending 
college. Rather, he is attend-
ing to his father's real estate 
business, and he is making 
a lot of money doing so. 
Chuck's best friend is Nate, 
who comes in and out of the 
spotlight. He used to date 
Chuck's current girlfriend, 
Blair, which caused a little 
confl ict but soon blew over. 
As for Blair, she is Serena's 
best friend and a girl who 
loves power. She likes to be 
the queen bee of every social 
scene, and if she is not, she 
goes to all ends to make 
sure she is…even if doing so 
involves illicit activities or 
manipulating people. Some-
times she means well, and 
other times she is just out 
to sabotage someone. But as 
far as her relationship with 
Chuck goes, they’re happy 
together. 
     Th e last few characters 
are Dan, Jenny, and Vanessa. 
Dan and Jenny are siblings, 
and both grew up living 
in Brooklyn. Attending 
two very prestigious high 
schools in New York City, 

Constance and St. Jude's 
was frowned upon for them, 
only because of where they 
lived. Since Blair graduated, 
Jenny has been “crowned” 
the next queen bee of the 
school. Th e power has been 
getting to her head and 
ruining her good-natured 
personality. Dan is enjoy-
ing himself at NYU and 
has been best friends with 
Vanessa for many years. 
Th ey are almost like brother 
and sister, but Vanessa is 
beginning to look diff erent 
in Dan's eyes. He now sees 
her as more than a friend, 
but we don’t know what that 
is going to lead. 
     At this point, you are 
either interested in the show, 
or are wondering why over 
3 million people spend 
their nights watching it. 
Th e reason so many people 
watch is because you become 
enthralled in all the drama. 
All their lives are portrayed 
to be very glamorous, and it 
is something many viewers 
fantasize about. 
     Th e unfortunate truth, 
though, is that the show 
brings out the worst in 
people. It shows exactly what 
friends should not do to 
each other, teaches the worst 
morals, portrays that hav-
ing a lot of “stuff ” and being 
materialistic is good, and 
shows nothing as being bad. 
Everything is just accepted 
for what it is. As much as 
everyone is hooked on the 
show, it’s important for the 
viewers to understand that 
it’s just a show. It’s not really 
how people lead their lives 
on the Upper East Side, or 
should hope to lead their 
lives in the future. 
     I love it and watch it 
every Monday night at 9 on 
the CW, but once it's over I 
come back to reality. 

       continued from pg 1

Holiday  Foods
Amirah Mahdi ‘11 & Kirsten Gute ‘11

Th roughout the holidays, 
many indulge with new 
foods. It is the time for food 
and many love experiment-
ing with it. You may fi nd 
that although traditional is 
good, it can also get boring 
pretty fast. People are always 
looking for people to try out 
their new food, so why not 
start around the holidays 
with family present. 
     No matter the holiday, 
turkey will be everlasting. 
Th e key to a great “turkey 
experience” is good gravy. 
Not just brown gravy, but 
fl avorful, milky gravy. 
Everyone seems to have a 
preference with turkey. I was 
recently a traitor to light 
meat, as I tried a little bit 
of dark meat this Th anks-
giving. Every holiday there 
seems to be a set menu that 
consists of… 
-       cranberry sauce 
-       mash potatoes 
-       stuffi  ng 
-       sweet potatoes 
-       & other favorites 
(a.k.a. dessert)
     Many look forward to 
dessert, which can be the 
highlight of the holiday. 
Th ere is apple pie, pumpkin 
pie, sweet potato pie, and 
even lemon meringue pie, 
which are the norm. Th is 
year I decided to be diff erent 
and make Cheesecake Cup-

cakes. I know at fi rst glance 
it may sound like a bagel 
and cake mixed together, 
but I reassure it is not. You 
mix cream cheese with sugar 
and eggs. Th en line the 
bottom of the cupcake foil 
with a Vanilla wafer (which 
everyone loves.) I added a 
little bit of strawberry sauce 
to add the “cheesecake feel-
ing.” Fortunately, they were 
delicious and my family 
loved them. Now I guess we 
have a new addition to our 
menu! 
     Eggnog and apple cider 
are two essential parts of 
the holiday feast. But for 
this holiday, why not try 
something new? Have you 
ever added cinnamon and 
whipped cream to your egg-
nog? Although holidays are 
very traditional, it is always 
great to try something new. 
For some, having a turkey 
and a ham is essential. What 
about the people that don’t 

eat pork?  Or would rather 
have another kind of alter-
native? Well, there is always 
Turkey Ham.  My family 
eats both a turkey and a 
turkey ham just to have two 
alternatives. 
     Sitting at the table last 
year, I noticed that we had 
an extra dessert. We usu-
ally have the two pies (sweet 
potato and apple), but for 
some reason there was a 
7-Up cake. Th en it came to 
me that we’ve always had 
that pie! It just never hit me 
that it wasn’t a traditional 
holiday food in the country, 
but for my family, the 7-Up 
cake has always been tradi-
tion. 
     Any food is very special 
when it’s taken in during 
the holidays with family. 
Try something new, though! 
With Presidents’ Day, Valen-
tine’s Day, and Groundhog 
Day around the corner, 
make a new tradition.

Holiday Recipe:

If you enjoy small, sweet 
cheese desserts you will 
love these Holiday Mini 
Blinnies that my family has 
almost every Christmas. 
Th ey are easy to make and 
delicious to eat!

Ingredients:

1 lb. cream cheese
2 egg yolks
1/2 cup of sugar
1/2 lb. of butter

Taylor Hayes ‘12

Cinnamon and sugar
2 lb. package Pepperidge 
Farm bread

Directions:

1) Blend together cream 
cheese, egg yolks, and 1/2 
cup sugar until creamy.

2) Cut the crust from the 
bread (about 5 or 6 pieces at 
a time). 

3) Roll bread fl at and thin 
with a rolling pin. Put 1 
teaspoon of cream cheese 
mixture on bread, roll up 
and then cut it in half.

Mini Blinnies
4) Dip the rolls in melted 
butter and roll in cinnamon 
and sugar mixture.

5) Place on a cookie sheet 
and bake at 400 until golden 
brown, which should take 
about 15 minutes.

6)Enjoy your tasty Mini 
Blinnies!

If you want to share your 
family’s holiday recipes, add 
to our conversation through 
our website.



page 9http://newspaper.bcdschool.org

SPLASH!
A Summer of a Lifetime

Diallo Spears ‘10

Imagine a program where 
you can spend a weekend 
taking several classes at MIT 
and only pay thirty dollars 
to do so. No, not thirty dol-
lars per class. Th irty dol-
lars for the entire weekend. 
Imagine being able to regis-
ter online for said program 
in a matter of minutes. Does 
it sound too good to be true? 
Believe it or not, this pro-
gram does exist, and it goes 
by the name of Splash. 
     Splash is open to both 
middle school and high 
school students, and the 
program takes place the 
weekend before Th anksgiv-
ing. Splash off ers a wide 
variety of short classes (most 
of them are only one or two 
hours long) designed to al-
low you to “get your feet wet 
with a short introduction to 
any number of subjects.”   
     Most of these classes are 
taught by MIT students or 
other members of the MIT 
community. Th e classes at 
Splash aren’t the types of 
classes one would expect 
a tech school to off er. In 
addition to math and sci-

ence classes, some of Splash 
2009’s classes included tea 
making, Egyptian mytholo-
gy, beatboxing, game shows, 
soccer, chocolate tasting, 
and zombie defense. 
     With over 400 
classes and about 
2,400 students 
attending, 
Splash 
2009 
was the 
biggest 
Splash 
yet. I 
was 
among 
those 
2,400, 
as were 
fi ve other 
Beaver 
students: Nat 
Harrington ’10, 
John French ’11, 
Kirsten Gute ’11, Will 
Harrington ’12, and my 
brother, Omari Spears ’12. 
You may be asking yourself 
why so many people would 
choose to spend their fi rst 
weekend of Th anksgiving 
vacation, a time to take a 
break from school and relax, 
going to classes at a diff er-

ent school. After attending 
Splash, I discovered that it 
almost feels wrong to call 
them classes; there are no 
tests, grades, or homework 
assignments to worry about, 
and though they’re meant 
to be educational, fun plays 
a huge role in the 

classes at Splash. It’s the 
opportunity to study things 
one wouldn’t normally be 
able to study, in completely 
stress-free environment. 
     Of the 11 classes I went 
to that weekend, my favorite 

was a class on water bears. 
In a nutshell, water bears are 
microscopic, aquatic animals 
that are capable of surviving 
in extreme conditions. To 
start off  the class, we listened 
to two songs about water 
bears, one of which was a 
parody of Katy Perry’s song 

“Hot N Cold”. Next, we 
watched an episode 

of the show 
Most Ex-

treme that 
featured 

water 
bears 
and 

named 
them 

the most 
extreme sur-

vivors. We got to 
look at a living water 

bear under a microscope, 
and we even got to decorate 
water bear cookies. Every 
student got a small booklet 
with information on collect-
ing water bears, which I plan 
to use when I start studying 
water bears. Both the teacher 

and the students had a blast. 
     I entered the class with 
almost no knowledge of 
water bears, and now I’m 
dying for the opportunity to 
study them more. I even put 
a book about water bears on 
my Christmas list. 
     Other memorable classes 
were my Chinese arts and 
crafts class, where we got 
to practice calligraphy and 
drink bubble tea, and my 
introductory Swedish class, 
where we took turns read-
ing Pippi Longstocking in 
Swedish. 
     Splash is meant to be a 
way of introducing students 
to several new topics and 
inspiring the students to 
learn more about them. By 
no means is anyone sup-
posed to leave a class as 
an expert in that fi eld; the 
short classes are designed 
to provide you with just 
enough information to hook 
you and lure you into learn-
ing more about topics that 
sound interesting to you. 
Splash defi nitely succeeded 
in sparking my curiosity. As 
soon as I got home after my 
fi rst day of classes, I googled 
almost everything I’d learned 
about. 
     My experience at Splash 
completely exceeded my 
expectations. I only wish it 
could have lasted longer. 

This Is It sheds light on 
MJ career
Anticipation has been build-
ing for � is Is It since the 
day it was announced. Th is 
was not just going to be a 
compilation of performances 
that Michael Jackson would 
perform on his tour. Th is 
was an inside look into the 
life of Michael Jackson, 
which was originally intend-
ed only for his own personal 
use.  
     I was a bit skeptical when 
I walked into the theater, 
and the seats were only a 
quarter full.  Did this mean 
that others were  forgetting 
the 7:00 pm start time? I 
mean, this was supposed to 
be one of the best movies 
ever. 
     I sat down and I waited, 
thinking to myself how 
empty the theater was.  
However, around 6:50, loads 

Amirah Mahdi ‘11

of people started to pour in, 
and I could tell that they 
were just as excited as I was.   
     Th e movie opened with 
a short description of what 
� is Is It was about and im-
mediately the movie theater 
grew silent. It wasn’t until 
Michael started singing 
“Wanna Be Startin’ Some-
thing” that the silence gave 
way to loud cheers. Michael 
touched the whole theater 
and as the movie went on; it 
became very evident.   
     Th ere were, tears, 
screams, and cheers.  He 
performed some of his great-
est songs during the movie 
including “Smooth Crimi-
nal,” “Black or White,”  and 
“Human Nature.” He also 
did his hit “Th riller.” He 
came up with a new plot 
in which he came out onto 
the stage in a black and red 
spider. It was very weird, I 
admit. Yet, this was Michael 

Jackson, and with him you 
can expect anything and 
everything. 
     One of the highlights of 
the movie was “Earth Girl.” 
Th is segment had a lot of 
meaning and touched many 
hearts in the audience.  A 
little girl was enthralled by 
her surroundings and con-
nected with the earth.  She 
fell asleep in this habitat and 
awakened to construction 
vehicles completely destroy-
ing the environment. 
     As the young girl began 
to notice the demolition of 
her home, she also noticed 
that a plant was about to be 
destroyed.  If there was any-
thing that she was going to 
do, it was trying to save it. 
Th is small girl ran through 
the forest with all her might 
and saved that plant. Not 
only was this interesting to 
watch, but it was relevant 
to the world in many ways. 

Th is also highlighted the hu-
manitarian side of Michael. 
     Th e movie itself was 
certainly entertaining, but 
I think the real purpose 
behind � is Is It was to 
celebrate the life and times 
of Michael Jackson.  I think 
most people that have 
watched it would agree that 

it did exactly that. 
      It was great in show-
casing the true talent of 
Michael Jackson and giving 
us fans an inside look into 
the masterpiece that he was 
creating. Th is was it, this was 
Michael Jackson. 
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Teacher Article Contest

MacDonald Joins Gossip Girl?
The Winner of The Teacher Article Contest

Jan Devereux

It’s time to offi  cially put the 
rumor mill to rest: Mr. Rob 
MacDonald has not been of-
fered a role on Gossip Girl…
yet.
     Maybe November was 
too soon for an April Fool’s 
joke. I honestly had no idea 
the story would have such 
legs, which is either a mea-
sure of Mr. MacDonald’s 
inestimable cool, or a sign 
that I should be writing fake 
news for � e Daily Show 
instead of real news for Bea-
ver’s website. More likely the 
former. Sigh.
     I’ve been gratifi ed that 
the story bamboozled read-
ers far and wide (includ-
ing my own son, who is in 
Kenya and heard about it 
through the Beaver alumni 
grapevine). And, of course, 
I’m glad it brought more 
traffi  c to � e Beaver Reader, 
which was the whole point, 
after all.
     When Tyler announced 
the faculty/staff  article 
contest I thought of writing 
something serious, along the 
lines of what I would say 
were I ever invited to give 
the Cum Laude assembly 

speech. I even had 
a topic in mind 
based on the Mau-
rice Sendak book 
about little Pierre 
who doesn’t care. 
(“High school is 
the time when 
you start to learn 
what you care 
about, and what’s 
not worth caring 
about.”) But then 
I thought, what 
would really get 
students’ atten-
tion, and natu-
rally I thought of 
television and 
celebrities. (‘Fess 
up – how many 
of you read Perez 
Hilton?)
    Th e Gossip 
Girl story popped 
into my head one 
Saturday morn-
ing, and before 
I knew it I’d spent several 
hours drafting and polish-
ing it. It did cross my mind 
that my colleague and friend 
Mr. MacDonald might take 
off ense, so I shared the draft 
with him. He was a good 

sport not to object. (Maybe 
he secretly wished it were 
true?) I also very much 
appreciate that I work at a 
place where the higher-ups 
have a sense of humor. Some 
heads of school don’t.
     It may surprise you, but 

I watch a 
lot of TV. 
I read a 
lot too 
– even 
more 
since 
I got a 
Kindle 
and can 
download 
books 
anytime – 
but after 
spending 
all day 
at my 
computer 
writing, 
I need 
a break 
from the 
written 
word. 
And there 
is no bet-
ter escape 
from 
the real 

world than Gossip Girl! 
Plus, watching GG gives me 
something to talk about with 
my two teenage daughters.
    And there is some terrifi c 
writing on TV, even without 
� e Sopranos, Six Feet Under, 
� e West Wing, Seinfeld, My 

So-Called Life and Arrested 
Development. 
     I’m a huge fan of Mad 
Men, Dexter, Curb Your 
Enthusiasm and � e O�  ce 
(British and U.S. versions), 
and more recently Modern 
Family. I loved � e Come-
back, a one-season wonder 
with Lisa Kudrow, and 
Summer Heights High was a 
brilliant, short-lived satire, 
too. I was sorry to learn that 
Flight of the Conchords won’t 
be back for a third season. 
I enjoyed Lost until they 
moved the island. 
     You might notice one 
hit showing missing from 
my list: Glee. I know, I 
know. I need to climb on 
the bandwagon, especially 
now that its co-creator Brad 
Falchuk ’89 has agreed to 
be this year’s Commence-
ment speaker (whoo-hoo!). 
So I’m putting an iTunes 
season pass to Glee on my 
Christmas list, and I’ll let 
you know which of our per-
forming arts faculty might 
be off ered a role next season. 
Stayed tuned.

This I Believe
Emily Belowich ‘11

I believe in thank you 
notes.  I’m not talking about 
a thank you that you say 
over the phone, through an 
email, or even face-to-face.  
I’m talking about a small, 
handwritten card in ball-
point pen that folds in half 
and has a stamp on the out-
side of the envelope.  One 
that you send to a friend, 
teacher, mentor, or family 
member to thank them for a 
present or for being at your 
big birthday party last week.  
Th e thing about thank you 
notes is that they don’t need 
to be extravagant, on the 
outside or on the inside.  
Th ey don’t need to be from a 
high end papyrus or em-

bellished with a white lace 
fringe.  Th e most heartfelt 
thank you notes can come 
from sticky notes, a hand-
made card, or even one with 
a maudlin Hallmark quote.
     Th ank you notes make 
us feel special, appreciated, 
and noticed.  Th ey not only 
make us appreciate ourselves 
more, but they make us ap-
preciate the person who ac-
tually took the time to write 
the note.  Sometimes, we 
receive thank you notes from 
people we didn’t even know 
existed.  In these instances, 
we don’t even need to know 
someone to understand that 
their thank you notes are 
fi lled with beauty.
     I believe in the small acts 

of kindness, in always tak-
ing the extra time to thank 
someone for their good 
deed.  My parents taught my 
brothers and me that thank 
you notes, even at four or 
fi ve sentences, can fi ll holes 
in someone’s heart.  Because 
sometimes it’s not even the 
context or the grammar or 
the presentation of the note; 
it’s the fact that we appreci-
ated what someone did for 
us enough to take the time 
to thank them in such a 
thoughtful way.
     Th ank you notes are 
illustrations of selfl essness.  
We don’t want anything in 
return.  Th ere is no required 
“giving/getting back.”  
     As a writer, we feel a 
sense of weightlessness be-
cause there is no expectation 
from the other person.  But 

sometimes, if we write beau-
tiful thank you notes, we 
are thanked solely for saying 
thank you.  And those thank 
yous, the ones that thank 
us for being thankful, are 
the most beautiful types of 
thank you notes.
     I don’t think we realize 
how much of an impact we 
have on ourselves when we 
sit down to write a not of 
gratitude.  We aren’t even 
blissfully aware of this be-
cause we don’t ever stop, just 
for a moment, to think: why 
are we really writing this?  
     We don’t realize until 
we start writing that we 
are thanking someone who 
means something.  And I 
know that they mean some-
thing or else we wouldn’t 
take the time to write them 
a thank you note.  

     Th ank you notes aren’t 
meaningful; thank you notes 
are full of meaning.  Th ey 
do what no other form of 
writing does; not only do 
they make us think but they 
make us feel.  Th ey show 
us that we are bigger than 
ourselves, and that the small-
est act of kindest can go the 
longest way.  Th is I Believe. 

If you would like to submit 
your “� is I Believe” piece 
please email Tyler Starr at 
starrt@bcdschool.org. We 
love your submissions!

College Essays
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SUBMIT TO
The Beaver Reader

Do you like writing? Do you 
have an opinion? Have you ever 

thought of writing a newspa-
per article? Are you a Beaver 

Believer? Well, if you answered 
“Yes” to any of those questions, 
then submitting to The Beaver 

Reader is perfect for you! All you 
have to do to submit is write an 
article and send it to Tyler Starr 
at starrt10@bcdschool.org. Any-
one in the Beaver community is 

more than welcome to submit an 
article to the newspaper. We love 

your submissions! 

Check Out the Heliconian

“On Beauty”
By Ali Broadstone ‘11

To the changes that cycle every year:

Luscious, fresh green
Turns red in embarressment
Crimson foliage occurs
 Because age comes before Beauty

Don’t forget to submit your work to Beaver’s literary mag-
azine, the Heliconian. If you would like to submit your 
work for the spring issue, please email your poem, story, 
or picture to heliconian@bcdschool.org. Here is a poem 
from the winter issue.

Th e History of Th e Headliner
Jason Exeter ‘12

With last year’s Heliconian 
President Michael Firer 
’09 off  at college, someone 
had to fi ll the void and 
start making ridiculous 
announcements at meet-
ings. Last year, Firer made 
many hilarious Heliconian 
announcements and could 
always enliven a morning 
meeting. He did an amaz-
ing job making students 
aware of the school’s literary 
magazine; everyone knew 
when he made his way to 
the microphone that there 
would be another Helico-
nian contest or coff ee house 
coming up.
     A few weeks into this 
school year, there was a revo-
lutionary announcement. 
Th ree students made a mock 
announcement about movies 
they saw over the summer, 
and then a masked student 
dressed in newspaper sprung 
out from back stage. Th ough 
the identity of that student 
is still unclear, he called 
himself Th e Headliner and 
announced that � e Beaver 
Reader would be starting up 

again soon.
     Th us, the mystery of 
“Who is Th e Headliner?” 
began. Current Editor-in-
Chief , Tyler Starr ’10, can 
contact Th e Headliner and 
is good friends with him. 
Th ough Starr had little to 
say on the subject, he did 
say that he had promised 
to keep the identity of Th e 
Beaver Reader superhero a 
secret.
     Th e Headliner has ap-
peared frequently in our 
school meetings. An interest-
ing fact to note is that his 
costume has evolved since 
the beginning of year. We 
fi rst saw him wrapped in 
newspaper, but in his latest 
appearance, he had a news-
paper staff  and a fancy logo.
     One of the bigger ques-
tions lately concerning Th e 
Headliner is exactly who is 
his sidekick Paper Boy. Paper 
Boy appeared recently, and 
with Th e Headliner, they 
make a very powerful team, 
fi ghting for newspapers 
everywhere.
     Unfortunately, there 

are currently only two 
superheroes appearing at 
all school meetings, but I 
hope, as the year contin-
ues, to see more of these 
masked announcers show 
themselves to the world. 
Middle school math 
teacher, Mr. Dennison, has 
told me in confi dence that 
Th e Headliner’s announce-
ments brighten his day, 
and he hopes that there 
could be an appearance at 
every all school meeting. 
On December 9th, Th e 
Headliner sent out a mes-
sage to the Beaver commu-
nity calling out all other 
Beaver superheroes in 
hopes of forming a BCDS 
Justice League. Let’s hope 
such a wonderous organi-
zation can be formed.
     Will more superheroes 
appear in Bradley Hall? 
Will Th e Headliner reveal 
his true identity? How 
many snow days will we 
have this year? Will chick-
en nuggets be on the menu 
every week? Only time will 
tell. 

Chillin’ With My Peeps
Kit Beaudouin

It began with a simple desire 
for fresh eggs. Combined 
with my love of animals, get-
ting chickens  seemed natu-
ral. After many hours, and 
more dollars than I had an-
ticipated on the petchicken.
com website, I was equipped 
with a nice coop and a few 
odd looking devices for feed-
ing. Two weeks later came 
the frantic call from the post 
offi  ce: “A box is here for 
you, and it is cheeping.” My 
fi ve one day old ladies had 

entered my life.
     Th e fi rst few months 
were fi lled with my obses-
sively checking the chicks to 
make sure they were warm 
enough (they need to be 
at 90 degrees for the fi rst 
month), had not trashed 
their water or had too much 
water  in which they might 
drown , or had too little 

that they might die from 
dehydration. Did I think 
that once again getting up 
in the night was something 
I wanted to do, some fl ash-
back to the hours huddling 
over the crib watching my 
infants sleeping, and thank-
fully breathing?
     And they grew. Enter 
the world of chicken drama. 
Lots of drama. Now at a year 
old, Tina obsessively sits on 
the eggs; her eggs and any 
other egg in the coop. Try 
to sneak the eggs out from 
under her? Th is involves 

horrible noises  and  hand 
(mine) pecking. She can 
go days without eating or 
drinking if she has eggs to 
protect. Hilary, aptly named, 
is a strong willed Buff  Or-
pington with a penchant for 
stealing people food, who 
completely rules the roost. 
Need the fl ock to do some-

thing? Get Hilary on board 
and the rest will comply.
Did I mention I also have 5 
dogs? Surprisingly, there is 
animal harmony that I did 
not expect. 
     Th ey mill about the yard 
together, and if something 
causes the chickens to sound 
the squawking alarm, all the 
dogs dash madly about look-

ing for the culprit, usually 
a hawk fl ying high above. 
My Australian Shepherd’s  
herding skills are fi nally be-
ing called upon, and he is 
brilliant.
     Who knew that this past 
winter would be the cold-
est, iciest, snowiest winter in 
recent history? By the time 
it crossed my mind that the 

coop was a little far from the 
house for daily winter tend-
ing, the whole complex was 
encased in thick, immove-
able ice. Hmmm, carrying 
a water bucket in 10 degree  
weather was not on my list 
of 1000 things to do before 
I die.
Read the complete article on 

our website
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BEAVER TEACHER CROSSWORD

Every answer pertains to a faculty member at BCDS.
Good Luck!

DOWN
1. Wayne Turner’s Co-Captain
3. Son named Max
4. Marathon Runner
6. The New Year of Yellow
8. Bird* Lover
9. Aquatic Spouse
11. Ben, Ben, and __________
13. Schatz’s Past Time

ACROSS
2. Producer
5. Ordained Minister
7. French Lasso
10. Silent Movie Accompanier
12. Der Lehrer
14. Astronomer
15. Master Schedueler

Who Is This Teacher?

He went to Wheaton and 
majored in psychology and 
minored in chemistry. He 
was pre-med and thought he 
was going to be a doctor. He 
always seemed like he was 
helping people out. After he 
graduated he got his EMT 
license and worked in and 
drove an ambulance. 
     When he was in high 
school and college he tu-
tored and was a TA. He was 
always helping and teaching 
kids in class. An old teacher 
suggested he should work 
at Beaver. He loves to teach, 
and to him, it’s more than 
just about the teaching: it’s 
about making sure his stu-
dents are okay.  
     His favorite movie is 
Shawshank Redemption.  
     If he had to be stuck on 
an island, he would bring 
lots and lots of books be-
cause of his love for reading. 
     
     What is his favorite type 
of ice cream? 
Tough call between Oreo 
and Moose Tracks. 
     What is his favorite ele-
ment? 
It was tough for him to an-

swer at fi rst: Tounghton (W) 
     What is an interesting 
fact/quirk about him? 
He holds his breath every 
time he drives through a 
tunnel and sees if he can 
hold it the whole way. 
He can hold his breath 
under water for two laps in a 
pool. It seems like he is good 
at swimming. He has three 
pet frogs.  
     Where does he get his 
ties? 
People get them for him: 
students, his wife, and his 
parents. He loves to get ties. 
     Favorite books: 
    Harry Potter series or 
anything by Dan Brown. 
He watches Greek, although 
we don’t know why. 
     Other Interesting Facts: 
•       He was homeschooled 
until high school 
•       He has been at Beaver 
since the fall of ’86.  
•       Has worked at the Bea-
ver camp for 18 summers. 
•       Doesn’t like to write 
and says he’s not artistic. 

Who is this Teacher?
Visit us online to � nd out...

Julia Cohen & Ally Sass  ‘11

What is This?

Here is a zoomed in picture of something on the Beaver 
campus. Can you tell what it is? Visit us online to fi nd out!
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